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WRITINGS ON ARCHEOLOGY. 
By Clarence B. Mooke. 
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to, 100 pages. Maps, illustrations in text. 

Certain Aboriginal Remains of the Northwest Florida C'oast, Part II. Journ. Acad. Nat. 
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the Apalachicola River. Journ. Acad. Xat. Sci. of Phila., 1903. Vol. XII. Quarto, 136 
pages. Maps, illustrations in text. 

Sheet-copper from the i\Iounds is not Xecessarily of European Origin. American Anthropol- 
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A Form of Urn-burial on Mobile Bay. American .Anthropologist, Jan. -March, 1905. 

Certain Aboriginal Remains of the Illack Wai-rior Kiver [Moundville] ; Certain Ahoriginal Re- 
mains of the Lower Tombigbee Kiver; Certain Aboriginal Remains of Mobile Bay and 
Mississippi Sound; Miscellaneous Investigation in Florida. Journ. Acad. Nat. Sci. of 
Phila., 1905. Vol. XIII. Quarto, 206 pages. Maps, illustrations in text. 

Moundville Revisited ; Crystal Kiver Revisited ; i\Iounds of the Lower Chattahoochee and Low- 
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ANTIQUITIES OF THE ST. FRANCIS, WHITE. AND 
BLACK RIVERS. ARKANSAS. 

Bv Clarence B. Mocjue. 



IXTKOHl'CTIOX. 

Our last season's field Avurk, all of it in the State of Arkansas, occupied most 
of the months of November, 1909, and January and April, 1910, and all of Febru- 
ary and March. 1910. 

The regions covered by us were: St. Francis river to its union with Little 
river, 172 miles by water,' and up the latter stream to Lepanto, 20 miles further; 
Wliite river to its union with Black river, 2(Jo miles l)y water; and Black river to 
its junction with Current river, a distance of 109 miles. 

White river is navigable in favorable seasons from the union with Black river 
to Batesville. Ark.. 37 miles by water; but at the time of our visit the state of 
White river was not such as to permit us to go much farther up it than its union 
with Black river, nor had our success on White river l)een such as to tempt us to 
do so. 

As we have explained in former reports, it is our custom each summer to have 
Mr. J. S. Raybon, captain of the steamer from which our work in the winter is 
done, who is deeply interested in our investigations and renders efficient aid, visit 
in advance such territory as we desire to explore, in order to find the exact situa- 
tion of all mounds and cemeteries in that territory, with the names of their owners, 
that we may obtain permission in advance to investigate tliese sites, that later our 
work may not be impeded. Incidentally, we may say that owners of property 
throughout the South are, as a rule, most kind in granting us permission to dig, and 
the Academy here takes the opportunit}^ to express its sincere thanks to the owners 
of mounds and of cemeteries along the rivers we have mentioned, for the coidial 
WMV their property was placed at our disposal. As nuich of this propiert}- is culti- 
vated ground, and as we were present at many places in the planting season, per- 
mission for unlimited digging is certainly a considerable favor, and it is so regarded 
by the Academy. 

The territorj' explored by Captain Raybon in advance of our ceming (see map) 
was St. Francis river to its union with Little river, and Little river to the loot 
of Big Lake, Ark., 2G2 luiles l)y water. 

' All (listuiice- on the.-ie rivers kimlly have been funiiihed the Aeadeiiiy liy ^Majoi- M. L. Wulkei', 
Unite:! .State? E i^nne:^r >i'p-, Little Roi'k, Ack., to whuni tlie Acuileniy is iiideliteil fur iiuuiy eoiute-ies. 

":j-2 JOUUX. A. X. S. I'HtLi.. V(iL. XIV. 
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In addition. Captain Rajbon explored White river to the mouth (if Black riA'er, 
and Black river to Poplar Bluif. Mo., a distance of 497 miles by water; and also 
traversed Current river from its union with Black river to Doniphan, Mo., Oo miles 
by water. 

Work on Black river north of its union with Current river, and on Current 
river, was abandoned by us on account of the scarcit}' of artii'acts with abori.uinal 
burials and of the inferior (juality of such artifacts as were found with them in our 
investigations. 

It is not possible to take a boat on St. Francis ri^'er above its union with 
Little river, but the latter stream at the time of our -s'isit was easily navigalde to 
Big Lake. Our (juest, however, which ended at Lepanto, on Little river, came to 
an end owing to the liostilitv against nciiroes, entertained liv the natives along the 
river above Lepanto, who maintain a negro dead-line, permitting no colored person 
to go among them. As this race prejudice has resulted in tlie murder of a number 
of negroes, we did not deem it fair to expose to slaughter men who had served us 
faithfullj' for years. Our sole motive for referring to this disagreeable episode is 
that when an amply e(|uipped expedition abandons a most promising region, a valid 
reason for doing so should be forthcoming. 

As we have explained in former reports, our arcluvological work in the Scjuth 
is done from a stern-wheel steamer one hundred feet in length and twentv feet 
beam. This steamer is navigated l)}- a captain, a pilot, an engineer, and a crew of 
live men. In addition, there were with us the last season, six men to dig, who, 
aided by three of the crew, made a force of nine men in all ibr this work. 

Dr. M. G. Miller, anatomist of the expedition, who has taken part in all our 
field work and in putting through the press all our reports, aided the investigation 
this season as usual. 

Mr. Arthur W. Clime, with the party for the third year, rendered most efficient 
aid in a variety of ways. 

Our thanks are tendered Prof. F. W. Putnam and Mr. Charles C. Willoughby 
for much valuable aid in connection with the pottery of the St. Francis river; Prof. 
F. A. Lucas for identification of bones of lower animals; Dr. H. A. Pilsbrv and 
Mr. E. G. Vanatta for determiuation of shells; Prof. R. A. F. Penrose, Jr., for 
identification of minerals and rocks ; ' Dr. H. F. Keller for chemical detei-minations ; 
Miss H. N. Wardle for valuable suggestions, and aid with the index; and Mr. F. W. 
Hodge for literary re\'ision of this report. 

Throughout our season's work thirty-eight lioxes and cases of skulls arid of 
other skeletal remains were carefully preserved by us and were forwarded as a gift 
to the United States National Museum. These remains, at a later period, will be 
fully described by Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, Curator of the Division of Physical Anthro- 
pology in the National Museum. 

All measurements of vessels and of other objects described in this report are 
approximate, and any reduction in size in the illustrations is linear. The vessels 
and other oljjects may be seen at the Academj' of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

' As sections for microscopic examination, cut fVom tlie various spocinieiis, were not furnished liy 
us, tlie Ijasis for exact determination was not so ample as it (Jtlierwise would have lieen. 
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PART T. 

St. Fi;an('is Rivek. 

St. Francis river enters tlie Mississippi on the western side, about twelve miles 
above the city ot" Helena, Ark. 

The banks in places are I'airl}' high and are not subject to overflow except on 
rare occasions. It is not likely that the great al)original sites along the river have 
suttered to any iireat extent tliroush wash of water. 

The principal sites along the St. Francis, although as a rule having mounds in 
connection with them, are in reality great dwelling-sites which have increased in 
height gradually through long periods of occupancy, and the aborigines, burying 
where they lived, have formed, in course of time, great cemeteries in which burials 
lie at various depths often depending on the period in the growth of the site when 
the burial was made. 

All these burials in the various sites we believe to have been pre-Columbian,' 

' The reader is doubtless aware that native copper ( wiiicli is not found iu niercliautalile quautities 
in Europe), such as was used by the al)origiues in the United States before the coming of Europeans, is 
far purer than is copper produced by smelting from the ores found in Europe, which are sulphide ores 
and contain many impurities that cannot be wdiollv eliminated in smelting. 

Three specimens of copper from burial sites in the St. Fr-ancis Valley were submitted to Dr. H. F. 
Keller, who reports as follows ; 

"Having completed the chemical examination of the materials you sent me May 21st, I would 
state tny results as follows: 

"1. The copper bead marked 'Big Eddy, with burial Xo. 5 ' consisted of a piece of foil la])ped at 
one edge and rolled into a cylinder. Tlie crust of carbonate, etc., was removed with acid, and the 
clean metal carefullv analyzed. It vielded — 
"Copper 9!».9i;'. 
"Silver .031 

" Iron .02.3 

" Lead, arsenic, antimony, and other metals were absent. There can be n(j doulit therefme that 
the bead was made from native copper. 

"2. The smaller bead marked 'Mound on Rose Place, Cross County, Arkansas,' after cleaning 
with acid, was found to contain 'J9.9'' of copper and traces of silver and iron, but no other metallic 
impurities. 

" ?>. The fi-agments of coppej' markeil ' Mounds above Turkev Island, Cross Co., Ark., with burial 
No. 3.5 ' were found thickly incrusted with cari)onate of copper and clav. This material contains about 
•SO'" of copper, but no trace of lead, arsenic, antimony, or other impurities characteristic of cop|ier 
extracted from sulphide ores could be detected in it. It showed however a very marked reaction for 
silver. 

"4. The 'red paint' from cemetery on Cunimings Place, Poinsett Co., Ark., is a clay coloreil leil 
by an admixture of about S'r oxide of iron. 

"5. The earthy material of very bright red color is similar in composition, b\it c<mtains 13, 3v 
ferric oxide. 

"The tests of the specimens of copper were made with the gieatest care, and tliev leave no room 
for doubt that these olijects were fashioned fVom the native metal." 

We learn also bv this report that the red pigments in use Itv the aborigines along the St. Francis 
were elavs coloi'ed with i-ed oxide of iron — a pui'ely aboriginal product. 
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since in no instance in the digging done by ns along the St. Francis -svas any oliject 
found in any way indicating intercourse with Europeans. The St. Francis appears 
to liave been peculiarly secluded. Thomas Ashe.^ who traveled down the Missis- 
sippi so late as 1806, says of the St. Francis, " Near its confluence with the Missis- 
sippi, it is subject to inundations but toward the head of its navigation it has high 
and fertile banks, which are thickly occupied by Indian nations, of whom nothing 
is known, as there are no white settlers among them, and as thej' ha\-e never been 
visited by any person disposed to discover their cliaracter and history." 

Aboriginal burials in the St. Francis region usually had been made extended 
on the back, and, with the exception of pottery, but little had been placed with 
them, though there were many exceptions to this rule. 

Several instances of cremation of human remains were found b}' us along the 
ri\er. and there was one instance of cremated human bones deposited in a vessel 
of eartheuAvare. 

The St. Francis valley forms part of the Middle Mississippi region, which 
region is defined b_y Holmes" as follows : 

■■ The geographic distribution of the ware of this group naturallj- receives first 
consideration. Apparently its gi'eatest and most striking development centers about 
the contiguous portions of Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky and Tennessee." 

The aboriginal pottery of this Middle Mississippi region is more abundant than 
is that of any other part of the United States, and this potter}- probably has been 
more fully descriljed and figured than has the ware from anj' other })ortion of our 
cmintr}'. 

The St. Francis valley has yielded more examples of its ware than has any 
e(i[ual area in the United States, and while this pottery has shared in the full 
description which has been accorded tlie earthenware of the region to which it 
belongs, and while we can hope to shed but little new light upon the pottery itself, 
we shall try to describe in this report the conditions under which the vessels were 
placed with the dead and the burial customs of the aborigines who made the vessels, 
details which former seekers of aboriginal remains along the St. Francis have failed 
to make public. 

As the St. Francis (with the possible exception of the Mississippi, a river very 
many times the length of the St. Francis) long has had the reputation of being 
riclier in aboriginal earthenware than is any other river in the United States, the 
territory through which the river passes has been for years the headquarters for 
collectors and for persons wishing to make a livelihood or to increase their means 
by the sale of Indian pottery, and these individuals have worked for long periods 
and with indefatigable zeal. Moreover, vast numbers of vessels have been destro} ed 
alons the St. Francis in the process of cultivation of the cemetei'ies in which they 
lav, while others have been dug out or have been shattered in the digging by 

' "Travels in Anierica." London, 1801), p. 27.'^. 

' William H. Holme:-. "Aboriginal Pottery of Eastern United States." 20th An. Iveji. But. 
Am, Etiin., p. 80. 
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unskilled local endeavor. Consequently the limitations of the seientilic worker 
along St. Francis river at tlie present time are apparent. 

Though we were merely gleaners along the St. Francis, so far as the acquisition 
of potter}? there was concerned, and while the number of vessels obtained by us 
was tar smaller than it would have been had tlie time of our visit been advanced a 
score of years, yet there seems to be no reasf)n to believe that the average quality 
of the vessels ol>tained by us can ditfer from that of earlier discoveries along the 
river. 

The earthenware is shell-tempered, (humtitj- rather than quality seems to 
have been the aim of its makers, for the ware is often insufficiently fired, and the 
vessels are frequentl}? thick and out of shape — '"lop-sided," to use an expression 
exactly dt'scribing them. 

The high polish of the surface often found on vessels from Mississijjpi, Alabama, 
and Louisiana, is almost absent on the St. Francis. 

A very large proportion of the vessels are undecorated or have some tri-s'ial 
form of decoration such as beaded, notched, or scalloped margins, or else loop-han- 
dles below the rim or ears projecting from it (if handles and ears, which were used 
to aid suspension, may be classed as decoration). Superior trailed or incised deco- 
ration is almost never seen on the St. Francis pottery, the inferior surface of most 
of the ware being unsuited to incised decoration of excellent quality, even had it 
been attempted. When incised decoration is met with on the St. Francis ware, it 
is as a rule rude and scanty, being confined to parts just below the rim, and usually 
is restricted to vessels intended for culinary purposes. On the few vessels found 
by us having incised decoration, it is almost invariablj- of a kind so elementar}- in 
design and execution that the vessels are entirely out-classed in this respect bj' 
those found in some other regions. But one really superior piece of incised work 
was found by us on the whole St. Francis river, and but two or three of even 
medium (piality. This comparative absence of incised decoration on St. Francis 
pottery is conducive to great monotony in the appearance of its vessels, since verj? 
many of them, which would have decoration in other regions, are wholly without 
it on the St. Francis. 

Of course there are some exceptions to the general inferioritv of vessels alon^ 
the river — perhaps about eight per cent.^ of those found there present other than 
most minor points of interest as to form or decoration. Vessels of the better class 
found by us will be fully described and illustrated in this report. As. however, 
almost none of our vessels are of types wholly new to the pottery of the Middle 
Mississippi valley region, we feel an explanation to be due foi' introducing illustra- 
tions of them. Man_y of these vessels present minor points of difference from those 
Avhich have been figured elsewhere, and illustrations given in some of the earlier 
works were made at a time when technical methods had not reached the excellence 
they have attained at present. 

' Fourteen humlreil ami fifteen vessels, whole ;inil l)roken, were found liy us on St. t^raneis river ami 
on the small ])art of Jjittle river investigated liy us. All these vessels were most earefidly examined 
by us before lieing- rejeeted in plaee, heins; triven to owners of the lands, being tui-ne<l over to minor 
institutions, or reserved for our collection at the Academy of Natural Sciences. 
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Owing to the widespread attention that the potteiy ol' the St. Francis has 
received alread_y, we shall omit in the main from our description of the ware the 
commoner forms of the pottery of this region, and shall have but little to saj- of 
the undecorated bcjttles, pots, and bowls of commonplace form ; the bowls and pots 
with- loop-handles or ears, and with trivial decoration, such as knobs, notches, tillets, 
or rude incised or punctate markings ; bowls having rudelj- modeled heads project- 
ing from one side and conventional tails on the opposite side; many bowls having 
forms of the fish in })rofile ; bottles with dual necks uniting near the opening or 
with annular or tripod supports; or bottles having coarse representations of the 
human head at the opening; vessels bearing in relief representations of the frog; 
shell forms, fresh-water and marine ; various forms of the gourd, including ladles ; 
vessels of ordinary shape with uniform coatings of red pigment. 

The great majority of vessels found by us along St. Francis river were in frag- 
ments, as indeed we have found the case to be everywhere else. These fragments 
were carefully gathered and, if found worthy of restoration, were labeled and sent 
to the Academy of Natural Sciences, where they were cemented together in their 
original shapes,' occasionally^ with slight restoration. This restoration is never 
attempted unless it is entirely warranted b}- the form of the remainder of the ves- 
sel, as, for example, the addition of a handle similar to another on the vessel, or 
the insertion of a portion of the rim or of the body. The restoration, moreover, is 
made with a material that can be distinguished at once from that of which the 
vessel is made. 

The student of the earthenware of the St. Francis who is not already familiar 
Avitli that part of Professor Holmes' '• AI)original Pottery of Eastern United 
States," " which treats of the ware of the Middle Mississippi valley, is recommended 
to accord it careful attention, inasmuch as nearh' all the ibrms and decorations of 
potterv found along the St. Francis, as well as in adjacent territory, are carefully 
described and figured in it. Also, "An Analysis of the Decorations upon Pottery 
from the Mississippi Valley" ^ will prove interesting to read in connection with the 
decoration of vessels figured in this report. 

As a general rule the mortuary deposit of pottery along the St. Francis was 
placed near the head of the skeleton, though there were a number of exceptions to 
this rule where vessels were found near various parts of the body. In cases of 
deposits of a consideralde number of vessels, the potter}- sometimes began at the 
liead and extended downward. In the case of an infant which had eleven vessels 
with it, the pottery deposit extended almost the full length of the skeleton, if not 
its entire length. However, in the great mojority^ of cases vessels of earthenware 
lay at the heads, and "pot-hunters" along the river, having dug down to vessels 
near skulls, which they had discovered with the aid of sounding-rods, seldom dug- 
out the entire skeletons, realizing that the chance of finding other vessels with 
them did not warrant their doing so. 

, The effigy vessel from the lionuer Place, on St. Francis river, was founil in ninety-five pieces. 

2 Op. cit. 

s Cbai-les C. Wilh)Liglil)y. Journal of American Folk-lore, \'ol. X, 1897. 
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The position of vcsst'ls in resjx^ct to each utlu.T along tlie St. Fi'ancis wa.s the 
same as we haAe found it to be elsewhere, ^\'ssels often lay witiiin other vessels 
or under them, and bottles were often eapped b\" small, inverted Itowls whieh some- 
times, in the case of bottles with short necks. eo\ere(l the neck completely, the rim 
of the inverted bowl resting on the b(xly of the bottle. 

In nuvny vessels, or occasionally placed on the oiienings of some of them, were 
mussel-shells which had ser-\'ed as spoons.' and sometimes shells carved to represent 
spoons were present. 

In burial sites along St. Francis and Little rivers were found bones from \-arions 
animals which Prof F. A. Lucas kindly has determined as dog. deer, otter, beaver, 
cottontail rabbit, raccoon, wildcat, and probably elk. 

We shall now describe certain sites along St. Francis and Little ri\'ers. taken 
in order going up-stream, introducing onl\' sites ^vhere our search was rewarded, 
though many others were visited by us and nmch unproductive work was done in 
them. We believe we had the privilege of examining all the important sites along 
the St. Francis except two (some were exhausted years ago), and these t"\vo sites, 
the (Jlaj'-Luna Place and the Cook Place, both in Cross Count}-, it is needless to 
say. were not omitted Ijy us without many strenuous efforts for permission to 
in\estigate. 

SiTE.s Investigated. 

Forrest Place, Lee County. 

Whitehall Place, Lee County. 

Castile Place. St. Francis County. 

Bonner Place. St. Francis County. 

Big Eddy, St. Francis County. 

Bay Ferry, Cross County. 

Rose Mound. Cross t.'ounty. 

Parkin, Cross County. 

Togo, Cross County. 

Jones and Borum Places, Cross Count}". 

Neeley's Ferry. Cross County. 

Catfish Mounds. Cross County. 

Mounds above Turkey Island, Cross County. 

Log Landing. Cross County. 

Fortune Mounds, Cross County. 

Turnbow Place, Cross County. 

Lindsay Place. Poinsett County. 

Cummings Place. Poinsett Coinit}'. 

Miller Place. Poinsett (Jounty. 

Potter Place. Poinsett County. 

Stott Place, Poinsett County. 

' In tliis connection it is interesting to note thut the -Tapanese word kai stands for i)otli shell and 
spoon : and that the Chinese ideograpli for the word " spoon " is said to have been copied from a shell 
resembling a pecten. X. Gordon Miinio, 31. D., ''Reflections on some Enropean Pahcoliths and 
.Japanese Survivals." Transactions of the Asiatic Society of .Japan, Vol. XXXVI, Part III. 
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<jE>rETERY UN THE FoKKEST PlACE, LeE CoVXTV. 

(ioing inland from Forrest Place Landing about three-quarters of a mile in a 
southwesterly course (or considerabh" more by the winding road), that part of the 
Forrest Place is reached which belongs to Mr. Stephen Blackstone, of Macomb, HI. 

The surface of the cultivated part of Mr. Blackstone's property is strewn with 
midden-debris, including numerous small arrowheads of flint' and bits of pottery, 
some of which latter, of thin ware, still are colored a brilliant red. 

Tliere is considerable history of the finding of human bones a.nd oi' pottery 
vessels all over the Forrest Place, which borders the low hills that there approach 
the river. Colored tenants showed us two earthenware vessels that had been 
ploughed up by them, one of which, somewhat broken after its discover}-, evidently 
had been of the "'teapot" variety, though the spout was missing when the vessel 
was recovered by us in the field wliere it had been leit by the discoverer. 

This vessel differs somewhat in details from the "teapot" vessel found in 
regions farther south, in that it has a flat base projecting somewhat, and a neck of 
the compound form resembling a small cup. 

In a part of tlie field where debris was thickest and where the soil was dark- 
est, considerable digging was done b}' us, residtiiig in the discovery of six burials. 
These burials, however, were so widely separated that the place could hardh^ be 
considered a cemetery in the strict sense of the word. 

The burials lay in pits, the deepest 3 feet from the surface. The condition of 
the bones was such that no skulls could be saved, most of the burials, in fact, being 
hardly more than decaying fragments of bone. Three burials la}- closely flexed on 
the left side, the head of one beins; bent forward on the chest. 

Burial No. 5 lay with the trunk on the back, the thighs flexed upward in a 
manner to raise the knees considerabl}- above the level of the trunk, the legs flexed 
closely against the thighs. 

Burial No. G had the trunk twisted, the lower part being on the back and the 
upper part on the right side. The thighs were partly flexed and widely everted, 
while the legs were partly flexed, the feet being together. The head rested on the 
right shoulder. 

One skeleton, that of a child, was badly decayed. 

Twelve vessels were found by us in the digging, lying at various parts of the 
skeletons, never more than two with a burial, though three vessels were found 
toirether with no bones in association. 

a 

In the soil, apart from human remains, was a j^ebble of quartzite," flat, nearly 
round, about 2.1^ inches in diameter and .3 inch in thickness, having near the mar- 
gin a perforation for suspension. 

I Uiile.-.= otlier\vi,?e specified, the term "flint" is useil in this report as a geueial name fVii- the mate- 
rial i>t' objects made of chert, hornstone, chalceilony, opal, and other silicions materials, inclnding the 
rock known as novaculite, found ahiindantly in soutliwestern Arkansas. 

- Professor R. A. F. Penrose, Jr., who for several years was connected with the Geological Survey 
of Arkansas, and who kindly determined for us the rocks of which the objects of stone found by us 
last season are made, writes: "It is evident that most of the imjjlements you showed me might have 
been made from materials found in Arkansas ' ' ■ . The massive shale, the slate, the limestone, the 
sandstone, the (piartzite, the flint, the chert, the (juartz and the calcite, from which many of the imple- 
ments were made, are found abundantly in that State." 



264 



ANTIUUITIES OF THE ST. FRANCIS. WHITE, 



Cemetkkies on the Whitehall Place, Lee County. 
The Whitehall Plantation, one of four kindly placed at our disposal by Messrs. 
Banks and Harrelson (Lem Banks and W. H. Harrelson), of Memphis, Tenn., is 
bordered on one side by St. Francis river and on the opposite side by the Missis- 
sippi, the rivers at this place not being much more than two miles apart. 

About one mile in a NW. direction from Franks Landing on the St. Francis is 
a mound, 11 feet in height, in a cultivated field belonging to the plantation. The 
basal outline is irregular, the principal diameters being 105 feet and 11^5 feet. The 
summit-plateau is 50 feet by 67 feet. This mound, which has every appearance of 
having been domiciliarj-, was dug into by us with negative results in the endeavor 
to ascertain if superficial burials had been made in the plateau. 

Adjacent to the mound is a tract of land said to be above high water at all 
seasons. In this tract, about 40 yards in a northerly direction from the mound, an 
earthenware vessel was discovered some distance below the surface b}" the aid of a 
sounding-rod, and later, with the help of trial-holes, an area roughly elliptical in 
outline, 38 feet by '21 feet, was defined as containing burials. This space, rich, 
alluvial deposit, was practicall}- dug through by us, such parts only being left undug 
as were too small to contain a burial without discovery. 

The burials, twelve in number, lay from 8 inches to '26 inches below the 
surface. They had suflered through deca\" to an extent that made preservation 
impossible. Their positions were as follows : 

Parth' flexed on the right side (including one adolescent) . . 4 

Partly flexed on the left side ....... 3 

Children, position undetermined ....... 3 

Burial No. 3 lay with the trunk on the Ijack, the thighs and legs partly flexed 
to the left side. 




Fig. 1.— Pipe of fiirtlieuw.are. With Burial No, .'j. Wliiteliail I'lace. (Full size.) 
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Burial No. 12, Iviiig with the trunk on the back, had the knees drawn up 
toward the chin. 

Seven vessels of earthenware came from this little cemetery, six of which Avere 
immediately with Ijurials. 

Burial No. 3. adult, in addition to a b(.)ttle at the left humerus, had, at the 
left elbow, an interesting pipe of hard, black ware, shown in Fig. 1. 

Of the seven vessels from this place, some of which were badly crushed, three 
w^ere undecorated bottles with wide mouths, and one was an undecorated bowl. 

The three remaining vessels merit particular description. 

Vessel No. 2, a bottle of yellow ware, decorated with alternate, upright bands 
of I'ed and cream-colored pigment. The neck of the bottle, the upper part of which 
is missing, has a uniform coating of red pigment. 

Vessel No. 3. This bottle (Fig. 2), rather neatl}- shaped, has six lobes on the 
body, each surmounted by a notched band in relief. 




Fig. 2. — Vessel Xo. 3. \\'hiteliall Place. (Height .!i.l inclie.s.) 

Vessel No. 1. The vessel shown in Fig. 3 is of a shape somewhat uncommon 
along St. Francis river, and as the Mississippi is but two miles distant from where 
the vessel \\ as found, it can hardly be regarded as a St. Francis type. Four heads 
of frogs in relief adorn the body. 

In places on the surface of this plantation were signs of ab(.>riginal occupancy, 
including a few flint arrowheads, nearly all small and leaf-sha])ed ; numerous frag- 
ments of pottery, some of excellent ware bearing well-preserved decoration of red 
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pigment. A "celt" of x'dlcaiiic rock, about 6.5 inches in lengtli, was picked up on 
the Huriace. 

About 35 yards nortlieasterly from the mound was a small area of sand having 
a slight admixture of claj, the only soil of this kind we noticed in our search over 
the higher parts of the [ilantation bordering the mound. A few small fragments 
of human bones lay on the surface at this })lace, which, however, had ujion it no 
midden-debris. Sounding-rods and trial-holes at once came upon Ijurials. and sub- 




Fk; 



-Vessel Xo. 1. Whileliall I'lnee. ( Diiim . 8 S iiielies.) 



sequent digging indicated that the sand deitosit, which Avas about 24 feet sc^uare, 
was crowded with burials extending from the surface to a depth of 4 feet. Nine 
of these burials remo\ed by us with great care, having in view the preservation of 
the bones, proved to be closely Hexed on the left side in four cases; on the right 
side in tliree instances; while two were aboriginal disturbances. 

Having ascertained that the condition of the l>ones was such as to render them 
unht for preservation, and having failed to hnd an artifact of any kind associated 
with them, we removed in jiart nine other burials, and linding them almost entirely 
under conditions similar to those of the burials previously taken out. abandoned 
the search. 

The C.vstii.e Pi. ate, St. F];.\N('is (.'ountv. 

Just above the landing at the Castile Place, on projierty belonging to Mr. W. 
L. Mc(fee. of Grand Junction, Colo., is a ([uadrangular mound about 300 feet bv 
350 feet in extent, with the upper surhice somewhat rolling. Probably 7.5 feet 
would be a fair estimate of the averaue height of the mound. 
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It Avas evident from the appearance of the surface that the mound had long 
been a phice of abode, for scattered aljout was mucli deltris. consisting of bits of 
flint, fragments of pottery, and small nnisses of baked clay, which, as the surface 
of the mound had been under cultivation, prol)al)]\- came i'rom lireplaces broken by 
the plow. With the fragmentary nuxterial on the surl'ace were found several small 
arrowpoints, a "celt" somewhat broken, and an earthenware pipe of ordinary form. 

The mound, which probably had increased in height b}' stages, was composed 
of loamy material with a large admixture of ashes and much baked clay in masses, 
perhaps fireplaces broken through in digging graves — for the aborigines had Iniried 
where they lived. 

Extensive digging was done by us in this mound, resulting in the discover}- of 
one burial in the southeastern part of it ; of two near the northeastern corner; and 
of twenty-three burials near together in the central ])art of the western half In 
addition, five burials were found, widely apart, in a ridge which forms part of a 
iield to the westward of the mound. 

The burials in the mound proper were in graves, from slightly below the sur- 
face to a depth of 4 feet. It was impossible to determine if the deeper graves had 
been made at a period when the mound was of the same height that it was at the 
time of our visit, as none of them cut through an}' stratum or fireplace, though 
probably other of the deeper graves in the mound which were not found by us mny 
do so. 

A number of burials had been cut throuti'h b\' later fraves. This condition in 
several instances proved to be unfortunate, as, for example. Burial No. 12 (a well- 
preserved adult skeleton, the only one the skull of which was in a condition to 
save), which a later interment had deprived of the bones of the lower limbs. 

As a rule, the form of burial was at full length on the back. The exceptions, 
excluding some burials which had been greatl}- disturbed, and the remains of several 
children, were as follows : 

Burial No. 5, adult, partly flexed on the left side. 

Burial No. G, adult, the trunk lying on the right side, the lower extremities 
ano;lins: oft' from it. 

Burial No. 14, at full length, face down, the left anu brought up over the head, 
the forearm closely flexed. A later burial had remo\'ed from this skeleton the 
bones of the legs and feet. 

Burial No. 23, adult, trunk on the back, the right lower extremity straight, 
the left slightlv flexed. 

Few burials were unaccompanied by objects of an_\- sort, most of them having 
pottery in association. Incidentally it nuiy be said that several skulls were found 
crushed by vessels that had been placed against them. 

With the exception of potterj-, which will be described later, but few objects 
had been placed with the dead. 

Burial No. 3, the remains of an adolescent, which had been somewhat dis- 
turbed, had at the right elljow a bottle and, slightly scattered, twelve tubular beads 
of bone, each about an inch in length. 
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Burial No. 4, adult, at full length on the back, in addition to one vessel, had, 
at the side of the right leg. from the knee upward : a "celt" of silicious limestone, 
about 4 inches in length; three piercing implements of bone, with the articular 
parts remaining; a number of mussel-shells, decayed and broken: a lot of small, 
round pebbles, })roljably from a rattle, the remainder of which had disappeared 
through decay; the incisor of a beaver, with the root cut off. 

Burial No. G had in association a section cut from a large and thick mussel- 
shell (Qnadni/a Iwros] in a manner to leave part of the valve, projecting like a 
hook. Though this object has the form of a pendant, it bears neither groove nor 
perforation. Its position in connection with the body was as follows : near the 
head of the skeleton was an upright vessel having within it another, also erect; 
farther down was a single upriglit vessel, and at the forearm was a bowl on its 
base, containing a vessel inverted over the shell ornament. 

Burial No. 14 had near it an arrowhead wrought from a tine of deer antler 
which, however, may have been accidentally present in the midden debris. At the 
skull was an undecorated bottle, and two bowls, one within the other. 

Burial No. 16, an adolescent at full length on the back, had. at the head, a 
single vessel, and near the left humerus a shell of the oyster type [Exogvra cosiaia), 
a cretaceous fossil havinc; a ribbed back, the riljs. however, in this instance, havinar 
been removed probably to allow the shell to serve as a spoon. 

A sincfle shell bead was found near a burial. 

Apart from human remains in the mound were two piercing implements of 
l)one, and a small "celt," seemingly of sedimentary rock; while on the surface of 
the adjoining field, to which rei'eroice has been made, were gathered a number of 
chisels, some wrought from flint pebbles, some from masses ot" silicified wood ; a few 
flint arrowheads ; a bead of l)one ; two disks made from fragments of pottery ves- 
sels, one with a central perforation, the other about two-thirds perforated centrallv. 

Sixty -four vessels were found liy us at the Castile Place, nearly all associated 
with burials. As a rule, the pottery lay near the skulls, thou-gh there were excep- 
tions to this. At times a single vessel lay with a burial. Ijut more often two were 
present, usually a bottle and a bowl, sometimes one at each side of the skull. The 
greatest numl^er (jf vessels present with one burial was seven, the deposit lieing 
arranged in Hue in the following manner : a large vessel upright, having within it, 
also upright, a vessel within which w^as a third vessel inverted over a small one in 
fragments; a vessel inverted over anotln'r owq standing erect ; a single vessel in an 
upright position. 

Although we have given the number of vessels found bv us at the Castile 
Place as sixty-four, this liiiure by no means represents the tall}' of those preserved 
Ijy us, many of the vessels having been merely disintegrating fi-agments. w'hile 
others had considerable parts missing and were in other ways undesiral)le. 

One vessel is superior to the others from this place. This is Vessel No. 37, a 
bottle 0.5 inches in height, coated exteriorly with red pigment and having traces 
of the same color within the ne(4\. Modeled in reliel'on the body of the bottle are 
the head and Icl^s of a frog. 
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Mound on the Bonnei; Pi>ace, St. Francis County. 

About one-quark'r mile inland, in a straijzlit line, through partly cleared 
ground, from the landing at the upper end of the Bonner Place, belonging to Mr. 
Edward Bonner, Sr., of Forrest City, Ark., one comes to the house of the tenant 
occupying that part of the property. Immediately back of the house is the rem- 
nant of a mound which has been much reduced in height and increased in diameter 
by cultivation. The height at the time of our visit was about 3 feet; the diameter, 
4-3 feet. 

This mound has a history as an aboriginal burial place, and fragments of Iiuman 
bone were scattered over the surface when we visited it. What we considered to 
be the original mound was dug out by us, and subsequent!}' relilled, as tlie high 
ground was required for the use of stock in periods of liigh water. 

Human remains in the last stage of decay were present in a number of places 
in the mound, including a large deposit of long-bones piled parallel to one another, 
having four skulls at the margin of the pile. Possibly other crania in small frag- 
ments were included in this deposit. 

No artifacts were found immediately with burials, but scattered throughout the 
mound were several bowls, two small bottles, a human efhgy figure, and an earthen- 
ware pipe. 

The ware of all these is black, almost without shell tempering, and imperfectly 
fired. In consequence, several of the vessels were in disintegrating bits, and all 
but one, a bottle, were very badly broken. No ornamentation of any kind was 
present on the earthenware of this mound. 

Vessel No. 4, a human effigy bottle,' found in ninety-five fragments, since 
cemented together (Figs. 4, 5), has an interesting arrangement of the head-dress 
and the hair, and is represented as wearing a garment resembling an apron. The 
tongue protrudes, seemingly ; or else some object is represented as held in the mouth. 

The pipe, of a common type in Arkansas, has two small projecting feet at the 
base of the bowl, to enable the pipe to remain upright when placed on a level sur- 
face. Supports of this kind are sometimes prominent features on these pipes, as 
they are on the one figured by us as coming from the Rose Mound (Fig. 8). In 
other cases, however, the sup23orts are less conspicuous, and in some cases are 
hardlj- more than rudimentary. 

Cemetery near Big Eddy, St. Fraxcis County. 

Big Eddy, a hay formed by the swirl of the river in periods of high water, is 
almost surrounded by woodland sloping upward to low hills that at this place nearly 
approach the water. The territory for a considerable distance around is owned b}^ 
Mrs. Mary Lee Dennis, of Hot Springs, Ark., and is under the management of Mr. 
Robert J. Rhodes, of Whiteville, Tenn. 

By following for a short distance the county road leading inland (another road 

' Fur many effigy bottles described and figiu-ed, see Gen. Gates P. Thruston's "Anliquilies of 
Teiuiessee," 2d ed. 
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Fi(i. 4. — Vessel Xo. i. Bonner Place. (Height 13.1 inches.) 
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Fig. o. — \'^^s^i:fi Xu. 4. Side view. Jlouiit-r Place. 
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follows the river), one reaehes a mound -")5 feet in diameter of base and about S 
feet in height, immediately bv the roadside. 

This mound, of raw clav, probably the site of the wigwam of the ehief, from 
which the superficial deposit of midden-refuse lias washed away, yielded nothing to 
investigation. 

Across the road from the mound ])egins a low ridge of artificial origin, which, 
running westwardly, borders a. shallow ravine and then turning southwardly is cut 
by the road and ends a short distance beyond it. 

This ridge, the level ground near it, and various small rises of the ground in 
its vicinity (all of which are still in woodland), as well as a field about 200 yards 
NE. from the mound, for manj- years have yielded pottery in amounts really sur- 
prising, to the eiforts of inhabitants and of seekers of relics for the market, some of 
whom, it is said, devoted long periods of time to the work. The whole teri-itory is 
literally seamed with traces of digging, except the field where the superficial evi- 
dence of search has been obliterated by the plow. 

A most careful examination was accorded b\' us to all this territor}-. with the 
aid of soundino'-rods and by disririns: triabholes, but s(j extensive had been the work 
of previous diggers that nothing except remains left by them was found by us, save 
two burials in the field, and a group i^f interments at the beginning of the I'idge, 
just across the road from the mound, most of which were at a depth to dely the 
eftbrts of the sounding-rods of i)revious visitors. Unfortunately for us. both in the 
field and in the remainder of the cemetery in the woodland, the artificial deposit of 
loamy material and midden-debris was less deep and had offered every opportunitv 
to the pottery-hunters. 

Twenty-four burials which came from the extremity of the ridge, and two 
additional ones from the field — all that were found by us — will be described in 
detail, with the general statement in advance that though the bones at this place 
were in fairly good condition, but one skull was uncrushed, and that neither at this 
place nor at any other place on the St. Francis was noted any orientation of burials. 

Burial No. 1, the skeleton of an adidt (as are all not otherwise specified b\" us), 
lay extended on the back at a depth of 3 feet U inches, the measurement being 
made to the upper surface of the burial, which is the method practised by us in all 
our measurements of depths of interments. Above part t)f this burial, but near the 
surface, was the site of an aboriginal fireplace, marked ]jy a la\'er of baked clay 
having a maximum thickness of (i inches. This layer also extended over parts of 
other burials (Nos. 2 and 3). It is not our belief that the fireplace, which was far 
above the burials, had any connection with them, but we consider it to have been 
incidental to the dwelling-site. F'ragments of liurnt clay were present in the soil 
throughout the entire site. 

To return to Burial No. 1 : at the neck were three tubular beads of shell ; two 
vessels at the lelt shoulder; two at the letf elbow; and one at the right humerus. 

Burial No. 2, at full length on the back, 3 feet S inches down. Two vessels 
lay at the right of the pelvis. 



AND BLACK RIVERS. ARKANSAS. 



273 






' LfroKen strafumj 






Burial No. 3, extended on the back, 4 feet 6 inches down. Vessels lay one at 
the left hand ; one somewhat farther up ; one near the left shoulder. At the right 
humerus were: a "celt" of silicious limestone; two bone implements with rounded 
points; a flat flint pebble showing marks of use; a flat mass, probably crystallized 
sandstone ; a fragment of pottery ; a decayed bit of bone having belonged to a 
lower animal, part of which had been cut away; a bead of bone, 1.75 inches in 
length ; four small shell beads. 

Burials Nos. 1 and 3 were interestingly associated, showing, as the\' did, 
distinctly different periods of interment. Burial No. 3 h'ing below a stratum 
of cla}^ which locallj^ formed part of the ridge, while Burial No. 1 had cut through 
this stratum, so that it is clear that one burial had been made before the formation 
of the stratum, while the other had ^o^~ ^ , , 

1 T 1 ,1 /-r\. i-t- Laupr of charcoal n id (/urnt cl 3 J 

been made subsequently (Diasram, 'j; li%^jr-'^-''ii.s>\^^,i. ' -~ 
Fig. 6). 

Burial No. 4, a child, 2 feet 
below the surface. Over the pelvis 
was an earthenware A'essel, along- 
side of which was another one stand- r ,, , 
ing upright (which is the position, 
unless otherwise specified, of all ves- 
sels described by us as coming from 
this cemetery, but not necessaril}- 
the case as to vessels referred to by 
us in accounts of other places of 
burial), resting on which was a third 
vessel, inverted. Near the vessels 
lay a bone pin. 

Burial No. 5, a child, extended on the back, had at the left knee a bowl which 
had been covered with an inverted fragment of a large vessel ; at the left side of 
the skull was a pot. At the head and neck were a few shell beads, some of which 
were small ocean shells {Oliva iiteraia), ground for stringing; and three tubular 
beads of sheet-copper, with overlapping edges, the longest 1.9 inches in length. 
One of these beads, analj'zed quantitively bv Dr. H. F. Keller (see page 258 of 
this report), proved to be of pure, native copper which could not have been obtained 
from Europeans. 

At the right side of the skull of this burial was a group of five vessels in line : 
a pot inverted over a bowl ; a pot inverted ; a bowl turned over a bottle. In addi- 
tion to all other objects placed with this favored child there lay, on the bottom of 
the pot which was covered by the bowl, a spoon carved from a heavy mussel-shell 
{Lainpsilis piirpura/a) having the edge of the shell ground away, and a series of 
neatly-made notches cut at one end to form a handle. 

Burial No. 6 lay partly flexed on the left side, 3 feet 9 inches down. Near the 
skull was a leaf-shaped point of flint, about 1.5 inches in length, while back of the 
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Fig. 6. — Plan of graves. Big Eddv. 
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liead was a oonsidcraljle (juaiitity of t^TOuiid oxide of iron liaviiig a purple hue. At 
the })elvis were : a bottle, and a IjowI having witliin it another bowl inverted. 

Burial No. 7, an extended skeleton of a child, had, near the skull, a bottle 
with a short neck, which was covered ueatl}' with a small, inverted pot, the rim of 
which rested on the body of the bottle, thus keeping the neck intact and the interior 
of the bottle free from cla\-. Near these was a bowl turned over anotlier Ijowl, which 
was itself inverted. 

Burial No. 8 lay a little more than 2 feet below the surface, in an extended 
position so far as it went, the ui)per part of the thorax and the skull having been 
cut away by a later burial. This burial (No. 8). it should be borne in mind, though 
found without associated oljjects, had lost that part with which artifacts usually 
are found. 

Burial No. 9, at full lenath on the back, o feet 8 inches below the surface, had 
at the skull a bowl inverted over a bottle. At the left tibia were eight neatly-made 
projectile points of Hint, leaf-shaped, as are practically all arrowheads found along 
St. Francis river. 

Burial No. Kl, a child, extended on the liack, 3 feet down, had a bowl on one 
side of the head and a bottle on the other side, the opening covered witli a mussel- 
shell much decayed. 

Burial No. 11. This burial, which had been cut away from the thorax upward, 
formed part of what had been a skeleton extended on the back. At the right knee 
were two ^'essels. 

Burial No. 12, a young child. .3.5 feet down, had a pot at the left side of the 
skull. 

Burial No. 13, at full length on the back, 42 inches down, had at the right side 
of the skull. l;)ut somewhat above it. five vessels, one of which, a small pot. was 
inverted over the opening of another \essel, while two of the remaining three ves- 
sels had mussel-shells in association. At the left side of the skull was a sixth acs- 
sel. Near the greater deposit of pottery was a piercing implement of bone. 

Burial No. 14, badly disturbed by a later burial, had, at the left elbow, an 
earthenware vessel, and near the left foot a pipe of earthenware, having projections 
extending outwardly from the base of its bowl, a t^q^e common in Arkansas. 

Burial No. 15, an aboriginal disturbance, 5 feet in depth, had a lot of small, 
round pebbles at the left hand, and a bowl at the left of the pelvis. Beneath the 
bowl was an antler of a deer, luxving two tines cut from it. 

Burial No. 16, a child, extended ou the back, somewhat more than 3 feet from 
the surface, was without artifacts — this fact emphasizing their almost uniform 
occurrence with burials in this cemetery. 

Burial No. 17, a small child, lying at a depth of 3 feet, had a pot at the right 
of the skull. 

Burial No. TS, extended on the back, at a depth of 2.5 feet, had at the neck a 
single shell bead, and at the left hand and forearm a bottle and a bowl. 

Burial No. 19, a very joung child, somewhat less than 2 feet down, lay with 
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a small pot, over which, no doubt, the base of another vessel had been turned, 
thouLfh a blow from our di2;<2;er disarransred the fra"'ment so that it wns not seen in 
place. 

Burial No. 20, extended on the back, about 3 i'eet deep, had at tlie riuht elbow 
a pot. and farther up the arm a bottle. At the skull was a larue bowl. 

Burial No. 21. a child. At the head was a bottle, near which was a small pot 
containing a very diminutive bottle. 

Burial No. 22, a young child, 2 feet down, with a pot near the skull. 

Burial No. 23, an adolescent, extended on the back, more than 4 feet in depth, 
had. at the right side of the head, a pot, and a Ijowl at the right humerus. 

Burial No. 24, an adolescent, h'ing in the same position as the preceding burial 
and at about the same depth. On the right side of the skull, which it had crushed, 
la}- a pot, and on the left side another pot having a mussel-shell within it. as had a 
number of other vessels at this place. At the right and left of the cranium, just 
at the ears, one on each side, were ear-plugs of shell, resembling short, thick, blunt 
pins — a well-known tvpe. 

Burial No. 2-3, partly Hexed on the right side, one foot down, had a pot at the 
left shoulder. This burial and the succeediuir one came from the field we have 
referred to, and la\' not far from the surface. 

Burial No. 26, a child, with whose bones were a bottle having a shell over the 
opening, two bowls, and two pots. In one of the pots was a shell spoon which 
unluckily had been badly broken by one of our sounding-rods. Near the skull, 
which was crushed, were two ear-plugs made from mussel-shells {Oiiadnila licros). 
Below the head of each of these ear-plugs is a groove encircling the shank. 

Considering the disturbance, aboriginal and recent, that had taken place in the 
cemetery near Big Eddy, remarkabh" few objects were found separated from human 




Fig. 7.— Vessel No, 41. Big Eddy, (lliaiii. 8 inches.) 
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remains. The list of such objects is as follows : a '"celt" of flint, about 4,G inches 
in leni;'th ; a small "celt" of sedimentary rock ; a shell spoon made from a mussel- 
shell [Laiupsilis pui-purata)\ two disks made from fragments of pottery vessels, 
one with central perforation and one without it; a tine of a deer-antler, separated 
by circular cutting and subsequent Ijreaking; a few vessels of earthenware. 

The pottery found by us in this cemetery, sixty-seven vessels in all, was in 
many cases so decayed and crushed that little but crumbling bits remained on 
removal. Among the vessels preserved were few of tjpes not already well-known 
in the re<rion. 

The following vessels are of more interest than are the majority of those from 
this place. 

Vessel No. 18. The vase shown in Plate IX is coated with red pigment and 
has around the neck four solid projections which are conventionalized loop-handles. 

The vessel is suj)ported by four feet whose notched margins, in conjunction 
with the shape of the feet, probably represent cloud sj-mbols. 

Vessel No. 41. This bowl, shown in Fig. 7, is more striking in reality than is 
the half-tone representation of it, as the profile view introduced to display the heavy 
coil of hair on the back does not show enough of the face to portray its rather 
interesting features. The ware is thick. There are two rude, encircling, incised 
lines around the upper part of the body of the bowl. 

Mound near Bay Fekky, Cross County. 

In a cultivated held, the propert}'- of Mr. R. Block, of Vanndale, Ark., is a 
mound about one mile in a S. by W. direction from the landing at Bav Ferry. The 
mound, of clay, o feet 9 inches in height and 48 feet in diameter, is in the form of 
a truncated cone. 

Nine triabholes carried to the base of the mound came upon burials in six 
instances, all badly decayed. 

With three of the Jnirials were six vessels, two to each, of common shape, 
undecorated and drop[)ing int(.) fragments. 

Easterly, in full view from the mound, is a ridge apparently left by wash of 
water. Trial-holes sunk in this place, which we thought might have been utilized 
for burials, were unproductive. 

Thk Rose Mound, Ciioss County. 

About 3 miles below Parkin is the Rose Place, well-known in tlie neighbor- 
hood, a part of which now belongs to Mr. P. H. Wissinger. of Parkin, Ark., and is 
called the Mound Field. 

This field, in reality a great mound, rpiadrangular witli rounded corners, cener- 
all}' flat, but having many inequalities of surface, lying in woods, about one mile in 
froTU the river, seemingly in the past was pai't of a, tongue of land p(Mnting west- 
ward. Although the side of the mound nearest the river at the present time is on 
the north, at the time of the making of the mound the course of the river was to 
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the westward of it and in the immediate vicinit}' of the mound. Tlie mound was 
formed by digging a large trench on the eastern part of the tongue of land nnd 
separating this tongue from the mainland on that side. There are also remains of 
a trench at the western end which cut otf the tip of the tongue. The other sides 
of the mound look out upon swamp, dry at the time of our visit, which is consider- 
ably lower than was the tongue of land originally. 

The northern, eastern, southern, and western sides of the mound are in length, 
respectively, about 849 feet, 471 feet, 900 feet, and 270 feet. The eastern side 
runs almost due north and south. 

The height of the mound is difficult to determine. Its altitude on the eastern 
side, taken from the level of the ground beyond the trench, is from 3 to G feet. 
From the other sides, however, the heiiilit is mucli greater — 15 feet or more in 
places, but this includes much of the original height of the tongue of land. Per- 
haps the added part may be judged from the present height as taken from the level 
grouud on the eastern side, and this accretion, it is evident by the nature of the 
soil, slowl}' developed during a long period of occupancy. The surface of the 
mound, often to a depth of feet and more, is not the alluvial soil of the surround- 
ing territory and of the lower parts of the mound, but is rich black loam containing 
midden-deljris and many fireplaces which sometimes are marked by great lasers of 
soil Ijlackened by charcoal, and strata of clay burnt almost to the hardness of brick. 

Not far from the center of the mound is a conical mound about 4 feet high and 
40 feet across the base, which presumably was the site of the chief's residence. 

The entire surface of the great mound is scarred with remains of holes made 
by seekers after pottery, who have so thoroughh' dug the burial places of St. Fran- 
cis river. It was difficult to find an area of even a few square feet on any part of 
the great mound, which did not show traces of the spade. 

Digging was done by us mainl}' and most successfully in parts of the great 
upper surface of the mound, where humps and rises above the general level indicated 
a more prolonged period of local occupancy than there had been on the Hatter parts, 
though there was no portion of the mound in which we dug, level or otherwise, 
where some hole or holes did not come upon human remains. 

Some of the burials lay just below the surface, though, as the mound has been 
under cultivation, originally they probably had been at a greater depth. A few 
other burials were so much as -3 feet below the present surface. Some of these 
deeper burials had been made when the mound was lower than it is at present, as 
unbroken lavers of soil, and sometimes fireplaces, lav considerablv above them. 
Some deep burials, however, were clearly traceable from the present surface of the 
mound. 

Incidentally it may be said that though we carefully avoided digging where 
superficial signs of the work of others were apparent, we came upon a number of 
mutilated skeletons, parts of which had been dug out, and we found also pottery 
and bones which had been pierced by sounding-rods, but which, no doubt, had been 
in too soft a condition at the time of contact to indicate their presence. 
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Twelve working days, Avith nine men to dig and four to supervise, were devo- 
ted by us to the Rose Mound. During this time two hundred and seven burials 
were found by us, no fewer than seventv-one of which were of children or of infants. 

The form of burial of some of the interments, especially in the case of children 
and infants, was not determined by us, but the great majority of burials lay 
extended on the back. The following exceptions to tliis rule were noted: 

Partly tlexed on the right side . . . . . . ■ !•» 

Partly tlexed on the left side ....... 7 

Closely tlexed on the left side ....... 1 

In a sfpuitting |)osition ........ 4 

Three burials were as follows : 

Burial No. 7">, an adult, had the trunk on the back, the thighs somewhat 
everted and flexed, and the lesrs flexed, bringinir the feet tosrether. 

Burial No. 166. a child, had the trunk on the back, the thighs Hexed at right 
angles upward, and the legs flexed on the thighs. 

Burial No. 203, an adult, laj' closel}- flexed and semirecumbent on the back, 
the head considerably higher than the pelvis. 

The number of vessels found b}- us, broken and whole, in the Rose Mound was 
five hundred and eighty-seven. Very many of these were left in place, their con- 
dition being such as to make removal practically impossible, and their (juality of a 
kind to inspire no wish to add them to our collection. Of the vessels taken from 
the mound Ijy us two hundred and thirty-five were presented to Mr. Wissinger, the 
owner of the property. 

We shall describe the more interesting vessels from this place at the close of 
our account oi' the Rose Mound. 

A considerable number of objects were found apart from burials in the Rose 
Mound, including some pottery vessels. In the case of these latter, however, we 
believe the separation of most of them may be accounted for by the digging, aborigi- 
nal and recent, which had taken place in the mound. This applies also to a num- 
ber of other objects found, but not to smoking-pipes, which in most of the sites 
along the river, as well as in the Rose Mound, were found away from burials, and 
probably were lost in the debris by aboriginal dwellers on the site. 

Among the objects found apart from burials were seven earthenware pipes, 
five of which are rudely made, and all undecorated with the exception of one, which 
has a ver}' irregular and crudelv incised swastika design. Two of the seven pipes 
(one of which is included among those we have described as coarsely made) were 
found near fireplaces or kilns and bear no mark of use. The^y are. moreover, liaht 
yellow in color, and though fairly hard, indicate by their shade that the process of 
fii-ing had not been completed. The i-emaining pipe of the seven (Fig. S) belon"-s 
to a t vi»e before referred to by us as common on St. Francis river, and figured ^ bv 
Holmes as coming from Arkansas, on which two feet, or supports, project forward 
from the base of the bowl to enable the pipe to maintain an erect position when 

' Plate XXXIII, <1. "Aboriginal Pottery of Eastern U. S." 
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placed oil a level surface. It is interesting to note that pipes are on sale at the 
present day, having preciselv similar supports intended for the same purpose. The 
pipe here shown by us has these supports well defined which display fiattening 
on the under surface as if thi'ough wear. Some Ai-kansas pipes of this type, 
however, show the projections as mere knobs, as if conventionalizing had begun. 

Likewise apart from jjurials, were found : two earthenware balls similar in 
size to objects used in our game of "marbles"; one ear-plug of earthenware; a 




Ff(;. S. — Pipe (tf earthenwrtre. Rose Moniid. (Full size.) 



number of disks of pottery, several modeled and tired, but most of them made from 
fragments of earthenware vessels — the greater number of the latter having central 
perforations as is usually the case with these disks in northern Arkansas at least; 
a number of rude objects of earthenware so imperfectly fired that many of them 
crumbled into frasjments on removal. These objects, which mav be described as 
having roughly the shape of a blunt cone, vary in height from 4 to 8 inches and 
were invariably found apart from burials and in the neighborhood of fireplaces 
which probably had served for the preparation of })ottery. 
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Cones of this type ' vaiy soiuewliat in minor particulars, some having, and 
some being without, holes in the apices, and will be referred to in connection with 
other mounds along tlie river. 

These fireplaces were not characterized liy the ordinary debris found near fires 
devoted to culinary purposes, but contained masses of burnt cla}', of irregular shape, 
ranging in size to double that of a closed hand. Possibly these masses had served 
in the construction of ovens for firing pottery, as with these masses were found 
numbers of fragments of vessels, Avliich had a new appearance and did not seem to 
have been in use, but rather a})peared to be parts of vessels that had broken in the 
process of firing. 

Side by side were three objects, similar to one another, of half-fired clay, fiat 
as to the base, with convex upper surface and rounded ends, much resembling cer- 
tain loaves of bread in shape. Longitudinally, on each upper surlace, is a groove 
.75 inch in width. 

Also apart from burials were four tubular beads of copper; one perforated cyl- 
inder of charred wood; piercing implements of bone; eight arrowpoints oi' flint, 
seven leaf-shaped, one Ijarbed ; rude discoidal stones, S(.)me luade from pjebbles ; flint 
knives; chisels wrought from pebbles of flint; pitted stones; seven '-celts,'' five of 
(juartzite, one of igneous rock, and one of flint, r;inging from 1^.1 inches to 4.5 
inches in lengtli. 

We shall now turn to artifacts which were associated with burials. 

Of the two hundred and seven burials in the Rose Mound there were twenty- 
two Avhich had with each of them, usually, but not always, associated with a vessel 
or vessels of earthenware, a single bead of shell, two beads of shell, or a number 
of shell beads, nearly all of which were badly decaj-ed. 

Of these twenty-two burials, four were of adults and eighteen were of children, 
including infants. 

We shall now describe in detail all burials found by us at the Rose Mound 
that were accompanied Avith artifacts other than shell beads or vessels of earthen- 
ware, but we shall include in our descrii)tion beads of shell and potter}' utensils 
when they were found with these burials in connection with other objects. 

Burial No. 3, adult, partl\- flexed on the left side, had eighteen curious objects 
of earthenware, pillar-shaped, flat on what presumablj- are the bases, and slightly 

^ It is interesting tf) note that similar cones were in use under like conditions in prehistoric Europe. 

In an article on tlie e.xcavation of stone-age dwelling pits and ci'eniation-graves in the Hanau 
region, Pi-of. Fi-iedrich Ileiderich writes — "The second dwelling-pit was likewise round, and of about 
the same dimensions as the first. A definite fireplace was not recognizable -within it [as there Avas in 
the first]. There were found a (piantity of sherds of large vessels, quite like th<jse of the former pit, 
l)Ut lying scattered througliout. In the center of the pit a ^vell preserved rnealing-stone lav overturned. 

Further there was found in the vicinity of the mealing .stone, a peculiar oljject of burnt 

clay, of sugar-loaf form— the use of which is problematical. Its height is 16 cm. ; the diameter at the 
base, 10 cm. This object is not perforated at the ])oint, as are similar ones which have been found in 
other localities. [Translation] — KurnsjiuiKlrivj-B/utt dn- J>riitsche)i Oesellsehaft fur A)tthropolo(jie, 
Ethnoloijle iind Urr/e.^chlcJiie, XLI-1-3, p. 11, Arc/iiv fur AiitIiroj>olo()>e, X. F., B. IX. 

With the text is an illustration sho\ving a cone of earthenwai'e greatly resembling some found bv 
us on St. Francis river. 
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cuncave on tlie upptr ends. They were distribnted in groups along the body, and 
were so poorly fired that many of them fell apart on removal. Such as were saved 
range between 3 and 4 inches in length. One of these oljjects is shown in Fig. 9. 
In the Rose Mound and in other d\vellin<i-sites along the St. Francis we found 
objects similar to these lying singly, but never associated with bones. 

Presumabh' this type of ol)ject was used as a support for receptacles [)laced in 
fires, to raise them from the ground in order to give the fire full piny on the surface 
of the base. 

Doctor Koch-Griinberg' figures and describes sup- 
ports almost exactly similar to these, except the supports 
are hollow, as in use among modern Indians of north- 
western Brazil U> hold vessels from the ground while 
cooking is going on. 

We are indebted to Mr. Charles C. Willoughb}- for the 
information that Dr. W. C. Farabee brought to Peal.)od\- 
Museum, (jamljridge, Mass., from his expedition among 
Indians of the Upper Amazon region, clay standards lU 
to I'l inches in length, which were used as supports for a 
receptacle in which earthenware A'essels were fired. 

Burial No. 10, a child, Inid ten vessels, some placed 
on. some set within, others. Near the head were t\\'0 
shell ear-plugs and three Ijeads of shell. 

Burial No. 15, in addition to four vessels of earthen- 
ware, had a single shell bead at the neck, and two laide, 
discoidal stones, each aljout o.o inches in diameter, made, 
one from limestone, the other from sandstone. 

Burial No. 17, an adult extended on the back, Inid, 
besides four pottery vessels, a Ijall 
of hematite at the left ankh-. and 
two tubes of bone, badlv broken. 

Burial No. 19, a child extended on the back, had three 
vessels of earthenware ; a nundjer of shell beads at the neck, 
of consideraljle size and evidently wrought from the columella 
of a marine shell [Fnlgur] ; two ear-plugs of shell ; two 
small, flat, shell ornaments, one triangular with one and 
three pertbrations at opposite ends, respective!}', the other 
elliptical, scjuared at the ends, each of which was [)erforated ; 
a circular ornamt'iit of shell with a [)ertbration through a 
portion which projects at right angles and another perforation through the liody 
of the ornament; another circular ornament of shell with three perforations, 
side by side, running through the base of a projecting part (Fig. 10). At the left 
of the pelvis was a ''celt" of ({uartzite, 3.5 inches in length. Shell beads were at 

' " Zivei. Jahre luUer den, Ind'ianern." V(jl. II, p. 207, Fig. 12"), 







I'^Ki. 9.- IvivtlieDware siijiport. 
Witli niiriiil Xo. :;. Rose. Mound. 
( Full size., 



Fill. 10. — Ornament uf s li e 1 1 
With Buriiii Xo. l!i. Hika 
Muunil. (Full size.) 
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the kiiei's, wliik' across the chest was an oliject of thin slieet-copper, 10.") inches in 
present lenL^th. Tliis ohject in sliape resembles the head of a hince witli part of 
the point missing. There are two perforati(.>ns, abont one inch apart, centrally 
pilaced, approximately. The lower three inches of this ol)ject is riveted to the 
I'emaiuder. It is hardly neeessar}to remind those familial- with aljoriginal copper- 
working that riveting of parts does not imply repair, but rather that nuggets ham- 
mered out have been pieced together to obtain a reipiisite amount of the slieet 
metal to make the object in view.^ 

Burial No. 21, a ver^y young child's skeleton, having traces of sheet-copper on 
the lower jaw and on two ribs. With this Inirial were seven vessels of eartlienware. 
Burial No. 23. a child, with shell beads at the neck and three bone beads on 
the chest. With it was a single pottery vessel. 

A burial comes ne.xt in order which was not exactly determined as to the asso- 
ciation of accompanjing artifacts. That is to t^av, there being several burials in 
the imnu'diate neighborhood, we hesitated to attribute the articles found to any 
particular one. At all e\'ents there lay together: ground red (_)xide of iron; eight 
vessels of earthenware; four rude discoidal stones; one chipped pebljle ; two 
incisors of the beaver. 

Burial No. 28, a child having an ear-plug nmde from the penultimate wh(jrl of 
the conch {Fulgnr pcrz'crsiivi) at the right temporal Ijone, and two vessels of 
earthenware. 

Burial No. 29, an adult extended on the back, had four earthenware vessels, 
one discoidal stone, one pebble, five parts of tines of deer-antlers. 

Burial No. 38, a child, had three earthenware vessels; a rude disk of pottery, 
about 3.0 inches in diameter. 

Burial No. 43, a child, had one vessel of earthenware, one shell bead, and two 
shell ear-plugs, each of the last having a single perforation near the end worn back 
of the ear, probably for more secure attachment (Fig. 11). 

Burial No. 46. a child, had four eartlienware ves- 
sels and two shell ear-})lugs. 

]>urial No. 47, a child, had five vessels of earthen- 
ware; three i)otter}- disks; two round pebbles; one flint 
disk; shell beads at the neck. 

Burial No. ol, an adult extended on the back, was 
accompanied with one earthenware vessel and one bone 
bead. 

Burial No. ol, a child, had four vessels, and a 
pipe of earthenware at the head. This pipe (and it 
is not the first time we have found a pipe with the 
K„ii burial of a child, though the event is unusual) has 
rude, incised decoration and a slight indication of an 
animal's head. Four feet have been present on the base of the portion intended 
'See " iletal Work." Haiidbonk of Amei'ieiui Indians. 
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to receive the stem, in fulfillment of the animal concept, but all have disappeared 
through breakage (Fig. 12). 

Burial No. 56, an adult, extended on back, had six vessels; near the skull, 
shell Ijeads and traces of metal hardly more tlian carljonate of copper. 

Burial No. G2, a child, partly flexed on the right side, was accompanied with 
eight vessels, in one of which was a shell spoon ; two shell ear-plugs, spool-shaped, 
both from the left side of the skull. 

Burial No. 78, an adult in a squatting position, the knees turned somewhat to 
the right. From the right shoulder to the pelvis, point downward, was an unique 
object of sheet-copper, doubtless a ceremonial spearhead, shown in Plate X. There 
are single perforations, one at the point and one at the base of the spearhead. The 




F[(_;. 12. — Pipe of earthenware. AN'ith Buriul Xo. 54. Rose ilouiid. (Full size.) 



end of the right prong has disappeared through decay. A large part of the left 
prong had been attached to the rest, as is indicated by perforations. Curiously 
enough, no earthenware vessels were found with the remains of the person with 
which this interesting j^iece was deposited. 

Burial No. 84, an adult, extended on the back: two vessels; a mass of red 
l^igment at left shoulder. 

Burial No. 80, an adult, in squatting position but somewhat tilted backward : 
shell beads at neck, thighs, and ankles ; four vessels. Conforming to the outline 
of the left side of the skull was an oblong ornament of sheet-copper, 9.3 inches by 
4.1 inches in size. This object of aboriginal make, as the overlapping parts testify, 
lay directly on the skull, and on the ornament as well as on the skull some hair 
remains. The upper surface of the ornament (which is undecorated) has been cov- 
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ered with faliric and with liark. There are t\V(.) lioles centrally placed, some dis- 
tance a[)art, which were lor attachment by means of a band, part ol' which remains, 
extending longitudinally on the inner surface to the lirst hole, through which it 
passed, and continuing along the upper surface, entered the second hole. Another 
sheet of copper, G.l inches by o.li inches, lay- on the thorax. This sheet had been 
attached in a manner similar to tliat of the ornament on the head, with the excep- 
tion that, in place of a band, two parallel cords had been used. 

Burial No. 90, an aboriginal disturbance : three jtottery vessels, and one drink- 
ing-cup wrought from a conch-shell (I''nlgi/r). Near the extremity of the beak of 
the shell is a hole for suspension. 

Burial No. 1(14, a child, the skull Ij'ing partly in a bowl with which was a 
bottle, was accom[)anied with two ear-plugs of shell. 

Burial No. 118, a child, had ten vessels; a mass of red pigment over the 
skull; a '•celt" of dark ii'reen, silicious rock, 2.8 inches in length, at left shoulder; 
shell beads. 

Burial No. 122, a child, extended; two vessels; sixt\'-six peljbles from the 
size of a ritle-ball to that of a fist; two shell beads; fragments of sheet-copper at 
the left side of the jaw ; a decaying band of sheet-copper fitting on the left central 
part of the skull. 

Burial No. 120, adult, partly fiexed on the right side : a small earthenware 
pendant rudely representing the head of an animal. 

Burial No. 127. a child, extended on the l.)ack : seven vessels; shell beads at 
neck ; three pebbles artificially rounded. 

Burial No. 136, a child : two vessels; two ear-plugs; shell beads at neck. 

Burial No. 143, an adult, full length on the Ijack : three vessels ; a mass of red 
pigment at the right hand, which rested l)eside the thigh. 

Burial No. 14(i, a A'er\' y(.)ung child with which was a rudely hexagonal section 
of shell, 1.") inclies in maximum diameter, which at one time had a single perfora- 
tion near the margin at one side. This perforation, having broken through, has 
l)een replaced by two holes just below. 

Burial No. loO. an adult, extended on the back: three vessels ; three bone 
piercing im[)lements under the baciv ; at feet, sixteen leaf-shaped arrowpoints of 
Hint, some tlaked on one side imly. 

Burial No. 154, an adult, [lartly flexed on the right: two vessels; a bone 
pin. 

Burial No. lob, a (diild, extended on the back: four vessels; shell beads at 
neck ; tw(j ear-plugs at the right side of the skull and one at the lilt side. 

Burial No. 1(14, a child, extended on the bade liut having the right leg cross- 
ing the left at the ankle: one vessel; shell beads at neck, with small perforated 
disk of shell. Slightly apart from this buriah together, were two dislvs of shell, 
each having a most interesting form of i)erforation for attachment, consisting of a 
hole entering and emerging from the same side of the ornament (Fig. 13). 

Burial No. 1(J5, a child, extended on the back : two vessels; a clay disk 1.5 
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Fi<;, 13.— Ornaments of shell. With Buiial No. ]64. 
Rose Moll nri. (Full size.) 



inch in diameter, modeled, not cut from a fragment; another clny disk in one of 
the vessels. 

Burial No. 1G9, a child, extended on the back; two vessels, in one of which 
was a mussel-shell carved to form a sjioon ; 
shell beads at the neck. 

Burial No. 17(1, an adult, extended on 
the back, had seven vessels ; two shell ear- 
plugs found (as these ear-plugs usually are 
found) one at each ear, but in this case the 
knob of one of them pointed backward and 
n(jt toward tlie front, the direction toward 
Avhich the knobs of these ear-plugs usually 
point. However, there was evidence of disturbance with this burial to account for 
the disarrangement. 

Burial No. 172, a child, extended on the back, was accompanied with a single 
vessel, but the burial was marked by the presence of broken pottery and other evi- 
dence of disturbance. Nearbj^, on bits of a broken vessel, were fragments of what 

had been a rude comb of bone. The 
material is badly affected by time and 
by moisture. The parts recovered are 
shown in Fig. 14. 

The discover}' of this comb is inter- 
esting, inasmuch as there has been con- 
sideraljle discussion as to whether or not 
coml)s were in use amons; aborigines of 
our country before the coming of Euro- 
peans. 

Inasmuch as we found nothing 
along St. Francis river, except this comb, 
that could in an_y way be regarded as 
showing intercourse between the aborigi- 
nes and white people, we believe, con- 
sidering the number of sites "S'isited, the 
amount of digainti' done by us in these 
sites, and the (piantity of artifacts found, 
that this comb also is prehistoric. 

Incidentally we introduce here the 
representation of a comb (Fig. 15) kindlj' 
identified jjy Prof F. A. Lucas to be 
made probably from horn. This coml), which is the only other one ever found by 
us in all our digging, is interesting from the fact that though the shape is 
undoubtedly copied from a European model, the decoration points to Indian 
workmanship. This comb was found ]}y us in the mound on Murphy Island. St. 




Fig. 11. 



-.\boriirinal eninb of hone. With Burial Xo 
Rose Mound. (Full size.) 



286 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE ST. FEANCIS, WHITE, 



Johns river, Fla., .sdincwliat abuve Palatka, and lay with superficial burial deposits 
of glass, ii'on, and the like, whieh distinctly denote a post-Columbian period. 

Burial No. 17o, a, child: seven vessels; a chisel wrought from a pjebble, at 
skull. 

Burial No. 176, a child, extended on the back ; a mass of red oxide of iron at 
the outer side of the right tibia. We fiud in our field notes thirteen vessels cred- 
ited to this burial, but as by their numbering it is apparent the vessels were not 
taken out consecutively, there nniy be an error in regard to the number, and we 
feel it would not be wise to cite this burial as a record. In one of the vessels were 
two rude, discoidal stones. 

Burial No. 179, a young child: two vessels; two ear-i)lugs (if shell, Ijdng 
together, a little apart fr(.)m the skull. 

Burial No. 180, a child, partly Hexed on the right: three vessels; at the neck 
thirty tubular beads of bone from 1 t(.) 1.5 inch in length. 

Burial No. 191, an adult, full length on the back, had two vessels; a mass of 




FiG- 1."). — Cinnt) of aboriyiual maku but of po^t-Coi iinibian jieritjd. jMnund on Murpliy Island, Florida, (Full size.) 

red oxide of iron, such as is used for pigment, but wrought into the Ibrm of a C(.)ne 
about 5.0 inches in height. 

Burial No. 192, an adult, extended on the back: six vessels; seven leaf- 
shaped points of flint at the right knee and one at the right hand; knife of Hint 
at the right elbow. 

Burial No. 203, an adult, closely fiexed and semirecumbent on the back, head 
somewhat higher than the pelvis : one vessel ; a shell ornament in small fragments. 

Burial No. 205, a child, full length on the back: three vessels; three shell 
beads at the neck ; a shell gorget on the chest (Fig. 16). This gorget, shaped from 
the body--whorl of a marine shell {Fii/gu/-), belongs to a well-known tvpe repre- 
senting the human face. This type of ornament has been found with aboriiiinal 
burials, in the S(.)utliern States usually, liut has been met with as far north as 
Manitoba.-' A series of these gorgets is figured and described in the Second Annual 
Report of the Bureau of Ethnology.' 

1 Ifenrv ]Moiitgomei-\-, " ' Cult ^rountain' ^Iiuiiid in ;\raiiitol>a." Anier Antliroiiol(r"^i-t Jan - 
March, 1!)10. Plate III. i o . 

'William H. Holiue.^, "Art in Shell of the Ancient American,-," Plates LXVII PXYIII 
LXIX. 
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Near a burial, but not assuredly with it. was a small undecorated bottle cou- 
taining twenty-six hollow sections of delicate bones, i'vom somewhat more than .o 
inch to altout 1 inch in length. These oljjects can hardly be considered beads, as 
the}^ have been broken rather than cut apart. 

While at work in the Rose Mound, it was decided to examine with the utmost 
care all artifacts found with the next fifty burials, exercising special attention in 
the case of earthenware vessels which, owing to their comuKjiiplace forms and to 
the paucit}' or to the entire lack of decoration on them, or else to their very frag- 




Fifi. IC— Gui-jjet uf shell. With HiiriMJ Xo. C'O.i. Rose Mound. (Full size.) 



mentary condition, otherwise might not have had recorded in our notes the most 
trifling points connected with them. 

Accordingl3% those fifty burials first found after this decision was made (Burials 
Numbers 53 to 102, inclusive) were recorded with the fullest detail, and the results 
give, among other things, a fair idea as to the general character of the pottery on 
St. Francis river, making allowances, of course, for fashion which varied somewhat 
in the different sites. 

The fifty burials in ({uestion were as follows : 
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Adults 31. 

Adolescents ......... 2. 

Children, includini;' infiints . . . . . . 17. 

The following hnrials had n(j associated artifacts: 

Adults 2. 

Children, including infants ...... 5. 

One adult had an artifact but no earthenware. 

Earthenware vessels and other olijects were Avith the following Inirials 

Adults 8. 

Children, including infants ...... 3. 

Burials accompanied with earthenware vessels only were : 

Adults \ . .20. 

Adolescents ......... 



9 



Children including infants ..... 9. 



a 



The number of earthenware vessels found during the unearthing of the lifty 
burials was one hundred and forty-nine. Thirteen of these vessels were found 
apart from burials, their position being no doubt due to aboriginal disturbance or 
to comparative!}' recent digging. 

The one hundred and thirty-six vessels with l)urials had been [daced lunneri- 
cally with the dead as follows: Of the eleven burials with which pottery and other 
artifacts had been placed, one adult had one vessel; t\vo had two vessels; one, 
three vessels ; one, four vessels ; three, six vessels, each, respectively. Two infants 
had four vessels each and one had no fewer than eleven vessels. 

Of the thirty-one burials which had })ottery alone in association : one adult 
liad one vessel; eight had two \'essels; three had three vessels; seven had four 
vessels; one had seven ^s-essels, each, respectively. Two adolescents had two ves- 
sels each. Of the nine children, including infants: two had one vessel and four 
had two vessels; one had three \essels ; one had four \'essels ; one had five vessels, 
to each respective burial. 

The one hundred and forty-nine vessels found during the unearthing of the 
fiftv burials were divided as to fjrm as follows: 

Bottles 40. 

Pots and IkjwIs 104, 

Otlier forms . . . . . . . . .5. 

Of the bottles twent}-one were of ordinary Ibrms and without decoration. 
Five had trivial decoration, such as notches around the base or at the openin;:' ; 
wliile fourteen differed more or less from the general average of bottles, either in 
form or in having a, unifu'm coating of red pigment, or, in one instance, red pi<nnent 
in bands. 

Thirty of tlie pots and 1k>w1s were undecorated, being even without ears, loop- 
handles, or appendages of that kind ; while twehe had loop-handles or ears, but 
otherwise were entirely plain. Thirty-two of the bowls and pots had only trivial 
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ROSE MOUND, VESSEL NO. 27!. (full size. i 
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decoration, such as knobs, incised lines around the neclvs, notched or scano})ed 
margins, or fillets in relief near the openings. Nine had trivial decoration in addi- 
tion to ears, loop-handles, and the like. Five pots and IjowIs had decoration of 
a commonplace character on the bodies, such as rudely incised parallel lines or 
coarse punctate markings; and sixteen vessels of the types in question were some- 
what removed from the commonplace by decoration with red pigment or b}' having, 
or having had (for many of the bowls of this class were interred after their decora- 
tive devices had been broken ott' and lost) the projecting modeled heads of <|uadru- 
peds or of birds, or the heads and tails of fish, often greatlj' conventionalized. 

The five vessels of forms other than bottles, pots, and bowls, will be described 
and illustrated in the detailed account of the more noteworthy vessels from tlie 
Rose Mound, the numberinu' of the vessels included in this analvsis being 175 to 



o o o 



nclusive. 



Red pigment had been used on twenty-one of the one lumdred and forty-nine 
vessels in question : thirteen times as a uniform coating ; fi^'e times in bands, with 
tile ware for a background; twice in conjunction with brown pigment ; and once 
in combination with white pigment. 

We shall now return to the pottery in general found at the Rose Mound. 
Vessels of earthenware lay with most of the burials — one infant, as we have said, 
havincT had no fewer than eleven. 

The arrangement of the vessels was, in the main, as they Avere found else- 
w^here on the river — some containing other vessels, some with inverted vessels over 
them. 

Pottery, as a rule, was found in the neighborhood of the skulls, but such was 
not always the case. 

We shall now describe in detail the most interesting vessels from Rose Mound. 

Vessel No. 271 (shown in two positions in Plate XI) is a bowl of yellow ware, 
haviuL'' projecting from one side the modeled head of a quadruped, which is a rather 
striking piece of work and considerably superior to most attempts of the kind 
known in this region. Opposite the head is a fiat space which presumably takes 
the place of the tail. The legs of the animal are indicated by rather rude, incised 
markings. On the whole, this piece is an unusual one. 

Vessel No. 2-32. This little bottle (Fig. 17), of a known but uncommon type, 
lav with the bones of a child. The crescentic body recalls the head of a war-club 
of a type known to our Indians, and it is not unlikely that this was coi)ied in 
pottery just as the Peruvians embodied their form of war-club in the shape of some 
of their vessels. 

Vessel No. 177. This vessel (Fig. 18), a cup, may have been used as a recep- 
tacle for paint, as red pigment remains on one side of the interior. It is just as 
likely, however, that the presence of this coloring nuitter arose from accidental 

contact. 

Vessel No. 300, a bottle of dark w^are (Fig. 19), having on the l)ody an incised 
design based on the swastika. Around the neck also is incised decoration (shown 

37 JOUEN. A. X. S. I'HILA., VOL. XIV. 
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Fl<i. 17. — Vessel Xo. 2."2. Kose Mound. (About full sizr 




Fig. 18. — Ve,-isel \(». 1 
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Fig. 19.— a esse 



A'essel Xo. 350. Eose Mouud. (Height 7.2.') inches.) 
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in diagram in Fig. 2l)) wliieli perhaps ivpri'sents a liighly conventionalized form of 
the ser})ent. 

Vessel No. 0(34. A l)Owl of yellow ware (Plate XII), coated with red pigment 




Kli;. 20 — \"es^cl X(i. .'i.lO. Decoration. 

on the outside, has hy wa}' of decoration on the inside, a curious lunnan figure in 
red pigment, with extended legs and upraised hands and arms. Below and on each 
side of tliis ligure, also in red, are step})ed designs, or chjud-symhols. 

Vessel No. 388. This bottle (Fiu;. 21), like the one just described, is included 




i^^iti^^^^-iim^itf^^i^^^^!. 




-'IG. -'].— \'e.ssel Xo. 3SS. Ruse .Mound, (Heiirht Ij iiiclirs.; 



JOURN. ACAD. NAT. SCI. PHILAD.. 2ND SER., VOL. XIV. 



PLATE XII. 




ROSE MOUND, VESSEL NO. 564. (diameter, i3.4 inches. 



Cockayne, Boston. 
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among the very small number (jf vessels found by us on the St. Francis on which 
incised decoration of even average excellence appears. The body of the bottle 
bears a decoration which we consider t(j have l)een derived from the crested ser- 




I'^IG. 22. — Vessfl Xo. ."2^. Eose ^Motnid. (Full size.) 



pent. Varieties of this decoration are not uncommon on pottery from parts of 
Arkansas and of Alabama. 

Vessel No. -528. A bottle of coarse, j-ellow ware, representing a grotesque 
human (igure (Fig. 22). There are two perforations in each ear, through which 
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possibly the bottle was suspended. At all events, the vessel does not stand 
without outside support. 

Vessel No. o7(l. A bottle of yellow ware, shown in F\;^. A, Plate XIII, has, 
on the outside, in red pii^anent, a design based upon the swastika, the symbol of 
the four winds or directions. There is red pigment interiorly on the neck. 




Fig. 23. — \'e.ssel No. 246. Ruse Mouud. (Dium. 8.5 iuclies.) 



Vessel No. 248, a bottle of yellow ware (Fig. B, Plate XIII), bears exteriorly 
a design in red pigment also showing wind-symbols. In form this bottle represents 
a gourd, possibly with part of the blossom attached. 

Vessel No. 246. This effigy bottle (Fig. 23), graceful and well modeled, rep- 
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resenting a iisli, is of Ijeautifnl, thin, hard ware, bearing a higli polisli, and in m<. 
eling and in surface is a marked exception to most of the vessels found in the St. 
Francis valley. 

Vessel No. 229. A bowl of hard, yellow ware, 7 inches in diameter, is of inter- 
est in that it shows a conventionalized form of decoration based on the animal 
concept. In diagram (Fig. 24) the inner circle shows the rim of the Ijowl, outside 
of which, on two sides, is a [)air of eyes. The fore-legs and hind-legs, joined, also 
appear in relief. 

Vessel No. 409. A bottle of dark ware (Fig. 25), having a shoulder^or^^a 




Fig. '2i. — Vessel No. 229. necoi-atioii. Kose Mound. (About one-tbii-d size.) 

collar-like addition below the neck, on wdiich are projections which in a region 
whose inhabitants had been more given to careful worlv, presumably would ha^'c 
been lo(.>p-handles. 

Vessel No. 280. In Plate XIV is shown one of the well-known class of head 
vessels which are fully described and figured by H(.)lmes in his " Aboriginal Pottery 
of Eastern United States."^ 

These vessels are " found in considerable numbers in graves in eastern Arkansas 
and contiguous sections of other States." and to our knowledge four belonging to 
this class have come from the St. Francis valley : one from the mound at Parkin, 

'William H. Holmes. 20th An. Rep. Bur. Am. Etliii., p. 96 d seq., Plates XXIX, XXX, 
XXXI, XXXII, XLIII. 
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now ill the Cinciiiiiati Art Muiseum ; ^ one fruiii the Fortune Mound, now in Peiibod}' 
Museum, Camhridge, Mass., and two found In' us in tlie Rose Mound. 

The one now under description came from a grave that had been disturbed in 
aboriginal times, and tlie vessels present with the burial had been broken and parts 
of them presumalilj had been thrown out. At all events, fragments of this head 
vessel, which had been badlv shattered, were found widely scattered in the ground. 




F Id. 2."). -Vessel Xo. 4(i!l. Eose Mound. (Heifbt 8.75 iucbes.i 

and some parts we were unable to recover, altlu^ugh long search was made with the 
aid of a sieve and ]>y passing the soil through the hands of a number of men. 
Fortunately onl\' such i)arts of the vessel are missing as belong to the back of the 
head, and to a part of the side of the liead, including the right ear. Almost none 
of that part of the vessel shown in the plate is a restoration. The face has had a 
coating of pigment, evidently gray clay, much of which still remains on it. The 
back of the head has had a uniform coating of red pigment. At the outer side of 

' Clate.s P. Thriiston. '' Aiiti(|uities nf 'reiiiie.s.-ee," 2(1 ed., jip. '.14, !:l.5. 
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ROSE MOUND, VESSEL NO. 474. (about full size.) 
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the riglit e\-e has been an incised ti^ure whicli evidently I'esendjled the one on the 
smaller head vessel from the Rose Mound (shown in the next i)late). but. unlbrtu- 
natel}-, only the two extremities of the figure appear on the original part of the 
larger head. The reader will note that a number of holes are represented in the 
cartilage of the ear, instead of the great hole often shown in the lobe, in which some 
ornament usually is represented as inserted. These holes, as shown in this head, 
are generally present in the head vessels, however. 

In conclusion, we would explain that the representation of the vessel in Plate 
XIV is slightly larger than the vessel itself, and this arose through the need to tilt 
the vessel slightly for the camera in order to obtain a more satisfactory photograph 
for the making of the plate. 

Vessel No. o.3'.J. This bowl, having the head and let:s of a frog modeled in 
relief on the outside, is of special interest only because the head of the frog, which 
is hollow, has been filled Avith objects which rattle when the vessel is shaken. 
Diameter of Ijowl, 5.7 inches. 

Vessel No. 2US, a bowl 12.2 inches in diameter, is of j-ellow ware and has for 
decoration on the inside, in red pigment, a swastika, or symbol of the four winds 
or directions. On the ontside, also in red pigment, are three concentric circles, 
douljtless sun symbols. 

Vessel No. 378. A bottle of yellow ware (Fig. 26), with a well-made, incised 
decoration, the design based on a swastika. This bottle is by far the best example 
of incised work found by us on St. Francis river. 

Vessel No. 474. This vessel, shown in Plate XV, is another example of the 
class of head vessels, one of which already has been described and figured in this 
report. The vessel under description difters from the one previously described in 
that it is considerably smaller and has a coating of yellow pigment on the upper 
part of the face and red pigment on the lower part. The curious incised marking, 
parts of which remain at the right eye of the larger vessel, is present around part 
of the left eye of this one. Presumably a short neck has at one time been present 
on this vessel, but this we have not attempted to restore. Tlie tip of the nose, 
missin"' when the vessel was found, has been replaced, however. The back of the 
head has a uniform coating of red pigment. 

Vessel No. 458. A l)ottle representing a human figure. The nose has been 
sliixlitly chii)ped on the upper part by a blow of a spade. On the back is the 
curious markiuLT sometimes seen on human eftigy-vessels of the Middle Mississippi 
region, which probably represents the spine. The legs, which are shown with con- 
siderable detail, extend beneath the base of the buttle. This bottle is somewhat 
outside the usual style in that the opening is not at the back of the head, but is in 
the body of the vessel in front of the face (Fig. 27). 

Vessel No. 325. This bowl (Fig. 28). found with another exact!}- similar in 
shape but somewhat larger, has four holes tor suspension, and horizontal extensions 
on two sides of the rim, probabl}' conventionalized fins. 

Vessel No. 40. This vessel, of coarse, yellow ware, of a fairly well-known 

38 JOUEN. A. X. S. I'HILA., VOL. XIV. 
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Fif;. 20.— N'essel N'o. o,S. liosc Mmiiicl. ( Height .^ li iiiche 
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Fi,i. 27.-Ves,sel X„. 4.-,S. E„se Mou.ul. (Height 7.25 inches.) 
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type, is made up of three compai'tmeiits, each representiiii;; a pot with three loop- 
handles, which, however, are decorative only, there being no space for the passage 
of a cord. Openings in tlie compartments allow them to contain a liquid in com- 
mon. The decoration, consisting of parallel, in- 
cised lines on the bodies of two of the compart- 
ments, and punctate markings on the body of the 
third, extends also on the bases in the shape of 
erratic, incised angles and curves. Height, 3 
inches; maximum diameter, 7 inches. 

Vessel No. 99. This vessel resembles the one 
just described, with the exceptions that there are 
but two compartments ; that the decoration, rough 
incised lines, is confined to the necks; that four 
small ears project lateralh' ; and that each of the 
two compartments is somewhat larger than the 
individual compartments of the other vessel. 
Vessel No. 0(36. This bottle (Plate XVI) has 
around the body a decoration of alternate bands of red and of light yellow — 
apparently tinted clays. Around the neck are stepped designs, or cloud sjmljols. 
Vessel No. 46. This vessel, shown in Fig. 29. although of ordinary ware, is 
more graceful in form than are vessels usually found ahjug the St. Francis. On 
two opposite sides project heads of some animal (perhaps a raccoon), not modeled 




Fig. 2S.- 
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Fic. -29.— \'essel Xo. 4li. Ense irniiiid. (Diain. :M inches.) 
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ROSE MOUND, VESSEL NO. 562. -diameter 8.75 inches. 



Cockayne, Boston. 
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-"N'essel No. 407. Kose Mound. (Diani. 8.5 inches.) 



with sufficient distinctness for positive identification. There is rude, incised deco- 
ration on the upper part of the body. 

Vessel No. 8-3, a bottle 6.2 inches in height, with a graceful body, oljlate sphe- 
roidal, which, by way of decoration l)elow the neck, bears in relief a symbol the 
meaning of wliich is in doubt. A similar bottle is figured by Holmes 'as coming 
from Arkansas. 

Vessel No. 407, a bowl of very ordinary ware, having two rudely modeled 
animal heads facing each other on 
opposite sides (Fig. .30). 

Vessel No. 404, a bowl with a 
modeled aniural head projecting up- 
ward on one side, in which are small 
objects that rattle when shaken, has, 
on the side opposite the head, a tail 
curling upward. Maximum diame- 
ter 9.7 inches. 

Vessel No. 562. This bowl 
(Plate XVII), somewhat similar to 
one from this same mound in the col- 
lection of Peabody Museum, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., has interiorly an inter- 
est! ug decoration iu red pigment on the background of the ware, consisting of a 
central swastika indicating the four winds, surrounded l)y three ecpiidistant stepped 
designs, or cloud symbols. The e.xterior of the bowl under description is coated 
with red pigment. The outer margin of the opening is beaded. 

Vessel No. 086, a handsome bottle, oblate-spheroidal as to the body, found in 
many fragments which since have been carefully cemented together. The decora- 
tion of the body consists of ten upright bands of pigment alternately red and white. 
The base, which is Hat, and the neck have solid coatings of red. There are punctate 
markings around the margin of the neck. 

Vessel No. 185. This vessel, one of the ••teapot" variety (Plate XVIII), 
which is found in the United States only in eastern Arkansas and nearby regions 
(its center of discovery being the eastern part of the Arkansas river valley), difi'ers 
from the usual form of this kind of vessel in that, instead of having a knob at one 
side and a spout at the other, the head of an animal takes the place of the knob, 
and the addition of four feet completes the animal form. It has been suggested by 
Professor Holmes, who figures" a vessel of this class, tliat the teapot vessel is 
derived from the animal form, a spout taking the place of a tail. The decoration 
on the vessel under description consists of partly interlocked scrolls of light pink 
and of red, on the yellow backgronnd of the ware. 

Vessel No. 115. This interesting vessel (Fig. 31) is a decided variant from 

' Op. fit, Plate Xlir f. 
' Op. cit, Plate XL b. 
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Fir,. :jl. — Vessel No. ll.j. Kose Mouud, (l)iam. of lioiiy 8. a inches.) 
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others of the variety of the "teapot" type havinjj; animal heads and spouts, in 
that the head (whieh is better modeled than those of its class usually are) looks 
inward. We found teapot vessels on only three occasions on St. Francis river — 
two in the Rose Mound and one at the Forrest Place, which is almost at the mouth 
of the river. 

Vessel No. 11^7. This bowl (Fig. A, Plate XIX) shows a fish in profile and 
belongs to a type of vessel, common in the Middle Mississippi region, the St. Francis 
valley having its full share. The ware is yelluw ; the exterior has a uniform coat- 
, ing of red pigment. The interior has, by waj' of decoration, a figure resembling a 
swastika with an added arm, which may have been introduced for the purpose of 
filling space. 

Vessel No. 68. This little bowl (Fig. B, Plate XIX) is considerably above the 
average of the pottery of the St. Francis region, being symmetrical in form and 
having an interior coating of excellent red pigment. The body is decorated with 
three encircling lines of small nodes, above which is incised decoration. 

Mound at Pakkin, Cross County. 

On the river bank, immediately at the town of Parkin, is a famous aboriginal 
cemetery belonging to The Northern Ohio Cooperage and Lumber Co., of Parkin, 
Ark. 

About midway on the navigable stream (if we include Little river), the Parkin 
territory has for years constituted a kind of march to be raided by the pot-hunters 
of the upper and of the lower river. The principal diggers from above rested not 
fr(jm their labors until Parkin had been visited, while the pot-seekers from below 
thought not of their journey home until Parkin lay behind them. 

After them came the deluge. 

The Lumber Company, which later had acquired the property on which the 
cemetery is, and erected a sawmill nearby, in dull times when the mill was closed, 
permitted its employes to eke out a livelihood by digging for pots, and this became 
the avocation of many. Men were actualh' seen by us at Parkin walking aromid 
with sounding-rods in their hands, as elsewhere they might carry canes. 

The Parkin Mound, similar in type to the Rose Mound, has a great upper sur- 
face, as a rule fiat, on which are many humps and rises. According to a rough 
measurement the sides of the mound are of the following lengths : north, 617 feet; 
south, 020 feet; east, 938 feet; west, 863 feet. It is surrounded on three sides by 
depressions whence unquestionably material to make the lower part of it was taken. 
Subsequently the height of the mound increased by the accumulations due to long 
occupancy. This made-ground we found to have a depth no greater than 4.5 feet 
in the various holes sunk by us. The height of the mound above the general level 
pi'obably is from 3 to 6 feet, though of course it appears considerably greater when 
viewed from the depressions which partly surround it, or from the river. 

There is a pond in the level ground on the northern side of the mound, no 
doubt caused by the removal of material for its making. 
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On the western edse of this £i;reat mound, on the river bank, is a mound 20 
feet in height, on which, doubtless, dwelt the chief Avho ruled over the great settle- 
ment. The diameter of this domiciliary mound was not taken by us, as the base 
had been greatl\^ impaired in places by the cutting through of a road, and in other 
parts by the wash of the river. 

There are many accounts of discoveries in the Parkin Mound, of earthenware 
of fantastic forms, and tales related by some of the inhabitants of Parkin descrip- 
tive of the potter}' found there, show what the Caucasian imagination can do when 
working in conjunction with that of the African. 

No doubt this great site, in times gone hy, has yielded vast quantities of pot- 
tery, but un([uestionably in this site, as in all the other sites on St. Francis river, 
earthenware of novel designs formed a very small proportion of what was taken 
from the place. 

Much of the work at Parkin, as elsewhere along the St. Francis, had been 
done by the use of sounding-rods and by subsequent digging of holes of small 
diameter, down to the pottery when it was discovered. As sounding-rods are often 
halted by the baked clay of fire-places, and as rods sometimes pass completely 
through bones and earthenware vessels without meetimi' with sufficient resistance 
to indicate their presence, some vessels alwajs remain in sites where search has 
depended largely on this method. This fact explains why anything was found 
by us. 

The great mound is largely covered at the present time by the small houses of 
employes of the sawmill and by the gardens and enclosures belonging to these 
houses, so there remains but comparatively little ground open to investigation. 

Nine and one-half hours digging by our force of nine men, wherever an open 
space was found on the mound, resulted in the discovery of nineteen burials, none 
more than 26 inches from the surface. 

Of these burials fifteen were of adults, three were of adolescents, and one was 
that of an infant. 

All, with three exceptions, lay extended on the back. 

One burial was flexed on the left side; another Avas in a S({uatting position. 
the trunk leaning forward, bringing the chin down to the pelvis. The form of 
burial of the infant was not determined. 

Of the nineteen burials, three had been decapitated h\ former diggers, while 
in two other cases skulls had been dug down to and the potter\ which undoubtedlv 
was with them had been removed. 

There were two aboriginal disturbances. 

Twenty-five vessels of earthenware rewarded our search, several of which la\^ 
apart from burials. 

Of these vessels eleven are undeeorated bowls and six are bottles which 
are entirely plain. Two bowls and two bottles have shallow notches on the rim, 
and one bottle (Fig. 32) has on the body four rudely-modeled human faces in relief, 
having a seemingly undue development as to the ears. Still another jjottle has six 
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knobs encircling the upper part of the body. One bowl rudely represents a fish in 
profile, and, finally, one bowl has on two sides conventionalized heads of fish, which 
are little more than mere projections. 

No more than three vessels were found with one burial, and all vessels were 
in the neighborliood of the skull, except in one case, where a bottle and two bowls 
lay at the feet of a skeleton. This burial, however, was the one in a scj^uatting 




Fig. 3'i.- Vessel Xo. 14. riirkin. (Height li. 7 inches.) 



position, to which reference has been made, and presumably the feet alone were on 
the ground when the pottery was deposited. 



Mound near Togo, Ciioss Countv. 

In a cultivated field, on property belonging to Mr. J. G. Wood, of Togo, is a 

mound somewhat more than a mile in a westerly direction from that place. This 

mound, at the time of our visit, had a small wooden building upon it, and in the 

past had served as foundation for a house. The remainder of the mound had been 
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under cultivation, and presumably lias l^een much si)read, as the cultivated part is 
considerably lower than that upon which the house had been. 

The present height of the mound is 5 feet. The basal area is very irregular— 
a diameter of one hundred feet may be considered approximate. 

As mounds in this region are not supposed to be destroyed by investigators, 
our search was confuied to a large number of trial-holes, which came upon five 
burials : three of children and two of adults. Of the adults, one lay extended on 
the back ; the other, at full lenu'th on the right side. 




Fig. 



-\'esriel 



Xo. 4. Tog 



iHeiylit 7 iocbes.) 



With one child was a small })ot with loop-handles ; with another, a pot and a 
bowl, both undecorated. With the remaining child was Vessel No. 4 (Fig. 33), a 
bottle of compound form representing a bottle standing in a bowl. On four sides 
around the body, below the base of the neck, are human heads rudely modeled in 
relief. 

With one of the adult burials was an undecorated bowl ; and alone in the 
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mound was a rude pot. All earthenware veysels with burials at this place were in 
the neighborhood of the skulls. 

Apparentljf this mound has lost many burials during its cultivation. More- 
over, a prominent trader in pottery is said to have worked successfully at the place. 

The Jones and Bokum Pipages, Choss Countv. 

About two miles above Togo, but on the opposite side of the river, are two 
adjoining places, one belonging to Dr. C. C. Borum, of Earle, Ark , extending to 
the water's edge, the other, the property of Mrs. J. W. Jones, of Jamestown, Ark., 
lying back of the Borum Place. 

Passing through woods belonging to the Borum Place, one reaches the culti- 
vated ground belonging to the two properties, on part of which are many rises and 
ridges, with a symmetrical mound, 8 feet high and 5U feet across the base, centrally 
placed. Much of the high ground belonging to these places is artificial, being the 
slow accumulation of long periods of aboriginal occupancy. 

Digging was done by us in a tentative way over the principal high places 
throughout, and in such places as yielded returns we conducted work as extensive 
as is permissible in bottom land where mounds may not be permanently interfered 
with. 

Burials were found almost everywhere in the higher ground, but interments 
had been made singly or perhaps two or three near together, and not in groups. 

At this place also traces of the work of others were met with, and it was 
evident that diofgiucr had been carried on here to a considerable extent. 

Forty-eight burials were found by us at these places, of which sixteen were of 
adults : twenty-five were of infants or of older children ; two, of adolescents. Four 
were disturbances, aboriginal or modern. One burial is not particularly described 
in our note-book. 

The form of burial, when determined (with the exception of that of an adult 
which was partly tlexed on the right side), was at full length on the back. 

But few artifacts except pottery laj' with burials. Under an inverted vessel 
with the skeleton of an infant, was a small arrowhead of fiint. 

Burial No. 17, an adult, had at the skull two bottles, one of which had a neck 
which, broken in aboriginal times, had been neatly smoothed around to remove the 
rough surface of the break. Across the skull were fragments of sheet-copper, while 
shell beads were at the top of the head as if possibly they had been connected with 
the copper ornament. At both wrists were beads of shell. 

An adult skeleton had a mass of red chn^ lying at the left wrist. 

The skeleton of a child had at the skull a bottle and a bowl. In the latter 
vessel was a rudely pitted discoidal stone. 

Burial No. 40, a child, which lay 40 inches below the surface (as deep as any 
burial at the Jones and Borum places), had with it a bottle and a boAvl. Shell 
beads were at the neck, with which was a marine shell, a young Fulgitr pcrverstini, 
perforated at the beak. 
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Shell beads of ordinary form, in additioii to those already noted, lay with two 
other burials. 

Apart from burials were: four pipes of earthenware, all coarsely made and 
none presenting any distinctive feature; a piercing implement of bone with the 
articular part remaining ; a small dumb-bell shaped object of earthenware, probably 
an ear-plug; two spheres of clay, each about an inch in diameter, resembling our 
"marbles" and probably used in a game, like those found in the stone-graves of 
Tennessee ; ^ one small, imperforate disk of earthenware, modeled from clay and 
not shaped from a fragment of a vessel ; a similar disk, only larger, and having a 
central hole ; a perforated disk wrought from a fragment of potter}- ; a cone of half- 
tired clay, found in a tire-place ; two small earthenware columns similar to those 
from the mound on the Eose Place l)ut more thoroughly fired. 

Ninety-two vessels came from the Jones and Boruiu places, all but three or 
four associated with burials and as a rule lying near the skulls. In three instances 
skulls rested directly in large l;)0wls ; and in one case on, and partly in, a bowl that 
was too small to receive the entire head. 

In the cemetery at this place, which, like other places of burial along the St. 
Francis, contained so much pottery of mediocre interest, it was a genuine relief to 
come upon Burial No. 14, that of a child, having at the neck a few spool-shaped 
beads of shell ; at the shoulder a line effigy vessel which will l)e particularlj- described 
later in this account, and a small bowl coated with red paint inside and out and 
having two holes on each side for suspension. Near these vessels, upright, were 
two small bottles, one inverted in the opening of the other. 

The vessels of this place, many of which were not in a, condition to preserve, 
did not, as a. rule, present features of interest. But four had decoration with pig- 
)nent, in each instance consisting of a uniform coating of red. Descriptions of the 
more interesting vessels from the .Tones and liorum jdaces, follo"\v. 

Vessel No. 22. This fine human efligy ligure. of yellow ware (Plate XX), 
presumably has had a coating of red pigment over the entire surface, though much 
of this coatinsj; is now missinc. The ears show the same form of piercing; ;is do the 
well-known head vessels which we have already described. Effigy vessels are occa- 
sionally found on St. Francis ri\'er, but are not numerous there, though more abund- 
ant than in the low'er Mississippi region. Vessels modeled ailer tlie human form 
seem to be uKjst abundantly found in southern Missouri and in Tennessee. In 
describing the effigy figure from the Bonner Place reference has been made to the 
variety of effigy vessels figured in General Thruston's '-Antiquities of Tennessee." 
A number from Missouri are shown in "Archaeology of Missouri," by Dr. Edward 
Evers. 

Vessel No. G4. A bottle of inferior, yellow ware (Fig. 34), having a body 
formed of three compartments connected interior! v. 

' T-Jates P. Thnistoii. " Aiuicjuities i.if Teiuiesice," 2cl ed., p. ]()4. 
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PLATE XX. 




JONES AND BORUM PLACES, VESSEL NO. 22. {height, 8.7 inches.) 



Cockayne, Boston. 
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Mounds and Cemeterv at Ne?;ley's Fekkv, Ckoss County. 

At Neeley's Ferry is the plantation of Mr. Starland W. Wood, of Earle, Ark., 
which is known as the Starwood Place in contradistinction to that of Mr. J. G. 
Wood, of Togo, of whom we already have had occasion to speak. 

The Starwood Place for years has been famous for the numljer of antiquities 
found there, and in consequence it has been for an equal period a Mecca for collect- 
ors and for dealers in aboriginal pottery, who have been far from idle while visiting 
the phice. 

About eight}- acres are said to be under cultivation at the Starwood Place, 
much of which consists of ridges 
and of rising ground, including sev- 
eral irregular mounds, all of which, 
no doubt, had their oriarin throu<i;h 
lonir-continued aborisrinal occu- 
pane}-. 

The principal mound at this 
place, near the river bank, is 18 
feet in heiiiht, measured from the 
road on the w^est. The mound hns 
suffered to such an extent by the 
making of this road (which parth^ 
surrounds its base) and through 
w^ash of water, that a statement 
as to the present diameter of the 
mound would be misleading. 

Owing to its use as a place of 
burial in recent times, but little dig- 
ging in this mound was attempted 
b}' us. We found in it, however, one 
burial with shell beads at the neck 
and ear-plugs of shell near the skull. 

Over all the surface of the culti- 
vated ground at the Starwood Place (and the entire place is under cultivation 
except the upper parts of two mounds) are fragments of bones, human and of lower 
animals, and innumerable bits of pottery and other debris from dwelling-sites. 

Evidently many burials and their accompanying artifacts have been destroyed 
at this place during years of cultivation, while the work of curiosity seekers was 
too often evident throughout our investigation. 

The very size of this site stood in the way of a thorough search, for, as was 
evident, the aborigines had lived over most of it and had buried beneath their 
dwellings and not in any particular spot. 

Digging was done by us in all places that seemingl}' offered promise of reward 
(except in considerable areas devoted to the cultivation of alfalfa and where build- 




:J4. — Vessel Xn. H4. .Tones Place. ( Height 6.2.') iDclies.) 
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ings were), and burials were found in all such places, even in the barnyard and 
under the stalile, sometimes scattered, sometimes a few together, in one instance 
the remains of four children, se})arate but within the limits of a single trial-hole 
somewhat enlarged. 

At the Starwood Place, as elsewhere, was noted the growth of the site above 
the earlier burials. For instance, the skeleton of an infant lay just 5 feet below 
the surfice. Sixteen inches above this burial was a great fire-place of burnt clay, 
the hard material being somewhat convex at the under surface. Above this fire- 
place was a thin stratum of clay and then another fire-place. Above this latter 
fire-place was a stratum of clay surmounted Vjy a laj'er of clay and charcoal com- 
bined. Finally, there was a thick stratum of clay extending to the present surface 
of the ground. All these strata were unbroken and had their oric^'in after the time 
of the burial. 

It is not at all likely that the first fire-place above the burial of the child had 
any connection with it, inasmuch as other Ijurials on the place were not found 
immediately beneath the fire-places, and moreover, the thickness of the baked clay 
of the fire-place and its extent, argued a more long-continued fire and a larger one 
than would have been accorded a single burial. 

Presumably a large fire-place for culinary purposes had been made by scooping 
out a certain amount of soil (hence the convex lower surface of the baked clay), 
and the presence of the skeleton of the child Ijeneath was purely an accident. 

Ninety-five interments were encountered by us at the Starwood Place, of which 
fifty-three were of adults, thirty-nine were of infants or of older children, and three 
were of adolescents. Included in these burials were several aborifrinal disturbances. 

We omit from the enumeration a number of recent disturbances where parts 
of burials had been cut to pieces b}' seekers after pottery. 

With the exception of the aljoriginal disturbances, and of some of the children's 
burials which could not be determined, all interments encountered by us at the 
Starwood Place were at full length on the back with two exceptions, to which we 
shall refer later. 

Three of the extended burials had the legs crossed at the ankles ; one, at the 
knees ; one. the thighs crossed above the knees. 

Of the two burials spoken of as excejitions to the form prevailing at Neeley's 
Ferry, one lay at full length, face down, while the other cannot be proved to be the 
burial of a human being, though it seems to us most probable that it was so, and 
hence we have included it in our list of burials from this place. 

In a little heap were linely Inn-nt bone-dust and a few small fragments of cal- 
cined bone, much smaller than such fragments left after aboriginal cremation usually 
are. If the cremation included the entire skeleton of an adult, the work had been 
very thoroughly performed. Probably the ashes were what was left from the 
incineration of a child. This little pile of burnt bones lay partly covered witli an 
inverted liowl, on the base of which, standing upright, was a bottle. This whole 
deposit lay at the feet of a skeleton. 
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With the exception of pottery, objects phiced with the dead at this phice were 
unimportant. In one vessel were a number of hint chips and one flint peljble ; 
under another vessel lay a small flint arrowhead. 

Burial No. 13, in addition to a l)Owl and a bottle, had. in a little pile, a large 
number of pharyngeal teeth of the fresh-water drum-fish, which Prof F. A. Lucas 
kindly identified for us. 

At the right of the skull of Burial No. 14 was a pot containing a number of 
bones of a small fish. Under the 
right shoulder was a bottle ; and 
under the right elbow, a bowl in- 
verted over one dumb-bell shaped 
shell bead, a large bone bead, and 
many fragments of small dumb-bell 
shaped oljjects of half-fired clav. 

With Burial No. 31, an adult, 
were at the skull, a bowl, a bottle, 
and an earthenware pipe (Fig. 35) 
having hardly more than rudiment- 
ary supports projecting from the 
base of its bowl. 

With Burial No. 48, a child, 
was a marine shell, a joung Fiilgur 
perversiim, perforated at the beak. 
With eight burials were shell 

beads, a few to each burial, nearly all badly decayed. 
With two of the burials having beads of shell, both 
of children, were in one instance, the canine tooth of a 
bear, perforated for suspension at the proximal end ; 
and in the other (Burial No. 98), a gorget of shell 
shaped to resemble a turtle (Fig. 36) and having an 
interesting perforation for attachment, namely, where 
the hole enters and leaves the ornament on the same 
side. We had occasion to speak of this form in con- 
nection with two objects from the Rose Mound. 

Each of two burials had an ear-plug of shell. Pre- 
sumably the mates to these escaped our search or had 
been lost through previous disturbance. 

One burial had a pair of shell ear-plugs, and 
two interments had each a gorget of shell, decayed 
and broken beyond restoration. 

With one burial was a small bead of sheet-metal, decayed through and through, 
coated with carbonate of copper, and having bones near it, colored green as if other 
beads had disappeared leaving only this trace behind. 




I-'IG. 35. — Pipe of eartiiemvare. Witli Burial No. 31. Xeeley's 
Ferry. ( full size,) 




Fig. 3(i. — Oruaiiietit of shell, repre- 
senting a turtle. \Vitb Burial .\'o. 

93. Xeeley's Ferry, ( I'\ill size,) 
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With the skeleton of an infant were two ear-plugs of earthenware, and the 
burial of a child had a chisel made from a ijuartz pel)ble, lying below two bowls. 

There were found also, though not in connection with human remains, five 
disks made from fragments of pottery vessels, each with a central perforation, and 
one disk of the same material having two holes; a piercing implement of bone and 
a bone implement having a rounded point; six bone piercing implements with the 
articular parts remaining; a tubular bead of bone; two small arrowheads of flint; 
two ear-plugs of pottery, of the t_\'pe resembling a short, blunt pin, — found sepa- 
rately, — one decorated as to the upper surface of tlie head, with numerous imprints 
of a pointed implement ; a flat pebble neatly worked to form a chisel, the sides 
originally curved, having been squared; three small "celts" respectively of quartz, 
silicious limestone, and dark-green silicious rock ; a pipe of earthenware, coarsely 
modeled, showing a fron in relief (Fiir. 37). 




Fic -ji. — IMjie of eaillieiiWHie. Xeele>'s Ferry. (Full ^ize.) 

There were found also, in each instance near a fu'eplace, three cones of half- 
fired clay of a type similar to that referred to in connection with objects found by 
us at the Rose Mound. One of the cones from the Neeley's Ferry site is 6.5 inches 
in height with a basal diameter of 5 inches. Extending downward from the apex 
is a circular hole -!.o inches deep and somewhat more than half an inch in diameter. 
The second of these cones resembles tlie first, but the third has three holes, one on 
top, like the others, but with the addition of two shallow ones on opposite sides 
somewhat below the apex. 

One hundred and seventy-five vessels of earthenware, broken and whole, many 
hopelessly crushed, were found b}' us at this place. Of the vessels recovered 
seventy -one were left with Mr. Wood, the owner of the property, who is interested 
in archa?ological research. 

A consideral)le number of burials at this place were without artifacts of any 
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Fig. .'!s. — Vessel Xo. 61. N'eeley's Ferry. (Heiglit t<..5 iiiclies.) 
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sort; others liad numerous vessels, eiglit being found with the skeleton ol' a child. 
As is usually the case in aboriginal cemeteries, vessels lay near the skulls, but were 
found exceptionalh' at all parts of the skeleton, as ibr instance, in the case of the 
skeleton of an adult extended on the liack (]5urial No. IS), where single vessels ]i\y 
over the left hand, the upper part of the left thigh, the left knee, tlie left ankle, 
and over the feet. 

The more interesting vessels from this place will now be described in detail. 

Vessel No. 61. An effigy bottle (Fig. 38) representing a human figure having 
the legs extending back across the base of the vessel. 

Vessel No. 115. A l:>ottle with short and comparatively wide neck (Fig. 39), 
being, in our opinion, a highly conventionalized fish-form. The tail and the dorsal 
and ventral fins are indicated, while the details of the head are dispensed with. 
This omission of the head from conventionalized animal forms is occasionally found 
along the St. Francis. 




Fi<-;. .';;).— 'S'fssel Nn 



Xetley's Ferry. (Uiani. (i..") inches.] 



118. A bowl of yellow ware, with maximum diameter of 10.3 
inches and a height of 4 inches, having by way of decoration interiorly, in red, a 
cross of the four directions, with spaces between the arms occupied by terraced designs 



AND BLACK RIVERS. ARKANSAS. 315 

representing clouds. On the upper part of the outside of the vessel are four cloud 
symbols similar to those on the inside. Extending horizontally from lour equidist- 
ant points on the rim are small projections centrally notched on the nnirgins, con- 
ventionalized heads or tails of fish. 




Fig. -40. — \'essel Xo. 2. Xeeley's Ferry. ( Hiaai. 6.25 iuches.) 

Vessel No. 2. This vessel (Fig. 40), representing a frog (a common type in 
the Middle Mississippi region), is shown here only because the modeling differs 
from that usually found on similar vessels from this region, in that the legs are 
more massive and the relief is higher. Moreo^-er, the legs do not seem to have 
been modeled separately and impressed upon the body of the vessel, as is the case 
with so man}' vessels of this kind. It is impossible, however, to determine just 




Fig. 11. — ^'eS5el Xo. 120. Xeelev's Feirv. (Di:ini. 5.3 inches. 
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Fig. 4-2. — \'essel Xo. 08. Xeelev's Feriy. (Height (i.T inolies.) 




Fig. 43.— Vtssel No. 30. .W'elty's Feriy. (Ileiglit C.4 inches.) 
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how the legs were made. If they were fcponssc-, as the head is, the spaces inside 
have been carefully filled and show no hollows, though one is present at the head. 

Vessel No, 102. A Ijottlo of ordiinuy dark ware, having a kind of collar in 
relief below the neck, and three rounded feet at the base, forming a tripod support. 
Apparently these feet were added after the bottle was otherwise complete, as holes 
have been rouglily knocked in the Ijase of the bottle where the feet join the body 
to enable the feet, which are hollow, to share in the holding capacity of the vessel. 

Vessel No. 120. An interesting little bowl (Fig. 41), having on one side an 
animal head, and a conventionalized tail on the opposite side. Fore and hind legs 
appear on the vessel ; these are connected on each side by a festooned band in 
relief, on which are notches. 

Vessel No. oS. A bottle of compound form (Fig. 42) representing a bottle 
placed in a bowl which rather rudel}^ represents a frog. The ware is most inferior. 

Vessel No. 30. A bottle, shown in Fig;. 43, havintr a neck leavinsi' the bottle 
on opposite sides and joining above, a type well known in the Middle Mississippi 
region and elsewhere. This bottle is shown liere not Ijecause it presents any novel 
feature, but for the reason that it is a good example of the asymmetry which to 
such a marked extent characterizes the vessels of the St. Francis region. We have 
said so much of the "lop-sidedness" of these vessels and have shown so few of them 
in this report that it seemed to us that an example might reinforce our statements 
on the subject. 

Catfish Mounds, Cross County. 

On the right bank of the river, on property of Mr. R. R. Rodgers, of Smith- 
dale, Ark., is a cultivated field about ten acres in extent, surrounded by forest 
except on the river side. The field is covered with humps of artificial forma- 
tion, the largest about 5 feet in height and 75 feet across the base. A circular 
depression, dry at the time of our visit, is at the northwestern side of the mound, 
while a short distance to the eastward is another depression, circular and filled with 
water when we were there. Similar humps and pools occur in numbers in the sur- 
rounding woods. This place is known as the Catfish Mounds. 

Comparatively few signs of earlj' occupancy were on the surface of the field, 
though fragments of fiint and bits of pottery were noticed here and there, and the 
burnt clay usually present on aboriginal sites lay scattered around. There is little 
history of the discovery of aboriginal objects at this place, but as few persons live 
nearb\', and as none of these has been there a long time, it is likely that former 
diggers got their full share without those at present on the spot having heard any- 
thing of it. 

The principal mound was as thoroughly examined as is })ermissible in a region 
suljject to overfiow, where mounds are a valuable asset, nine trial-holes having been 
put down and all subsequently greatly enlarged. 

Two burials were found, adults at full length on the back. With them were 
four pottery vessels, three of ordinary shape and undecorated, the fourth a bottle 
standing on a tripod support. 
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Viirious other humjis in the field were examined, as were a nuniljer of others 
nearby in the woods. But two burials were found : that of a child and indications 
of a full-length burial much decayed. With these were two undecorated vessels, 
and two other vessels also without decoration were found apart from bones. 

It is our belief that the field, which is a comparatively small one, has been 
almost deprived of relics by former digger's and by long-continued cultivation. 

A part of a day spent by us among humps and mounds in woods some distance 
back of the Catfish Mounds was without success. 

Mounds above Turkey Island, Crcss Countv. 
On the eastern side of the river, about -iOO yards above Turkey Island, in 
woods, is a group of low, irregular mounds and rises, beginning immediately on the 
river's bank and extending a short distance inland. Our estimate was that the site 
covered about seven acres. 

These various rises of the ground, all artificial as their composition testified, 
had been subjected to the usual onslaught from seekers after pottery in former 
3'ears, and in consequence were pitted in every direction. The elevation farthest 
up stream (the most northerly of the various rises) was on ground sloping toward 
the water, so that, on the river side, the mound appeared much higher than the 
artificial part of it really was. A measurement taken when the mound was in 
course of total demolition by us, from the summit to the base, showed tlie artificial 
elevation to be -3 feet in height. The diameter of the circular base was about 35 
feet. This was the most symmetrical mound on the site. 

Two days with nine men to dig were devoted by us to this mound. During 
this time forty-two burials were encountered, as follows : 

Adults 25 

Adolescents ....... 3 

Children 12 

Not determined ....... 2 

Of the undetermined burials, one consisted of s:nall fragments of bone sur- 
rounded by the roots of a large tree, which apparently had absorbed the bony 
material to a large extent. Presumably, however, the burial was that of a child. 

Of the other undetermined burial particulars are wanting in our notes. 

With the exception of remains of small children, whose form of burial was not 
determinable, all burials but one were extended on the back. This exception. 
Burial No. 28, consisted of calcined fragments of hunuxn bones, evidentlv adult, 
deposited in a mass 11 inches by 14 inches b\- 5 inches thick. A bowl had been 
placed with this burial. 

Included among the adult burials are two aboriginal disturbances and three 
recent disturbances. Recent disturbances at this place consisted of beheaded skele- 
tons where former visitors, having reached the skull or the accompanying pottery 
b\- the aid of souiiding-rods, had dug down to remove the earthenware. 
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During the digging were found, apart tVom burials : a canine tooth of a bear, 
perforated for suspension; a small "celt"; two mussel-shell hoes, one Qiiadriila 
hcros, the other somewhat broken ; two piercing implements of bone ; an object 
about 3 inches louii; made from half of a hollow bone, probably of a bird; three 
of the pillar-shaped supports of potter_y, similar to ones found elsewhere along the 
river. 

Exclusive of pottery there were with Ijurials : fragments of slieet-copper in 
three instances (that with Burial No. 35, analj-zed b}- Dr. H. F. Keller, proving, as 
we have stated elsewhere, to be a purely aboriginal product) ; three antler-points 
found together ; two shell beads ; three shell beads and two shell ear-plugs ; the 
scapula of a Virginia deer, perforated at the side and at the end in a manner to 
make the holes meet at risrht anirles. 

Sixty-three earthenware vessels came from this mound, four being the greatest 
number with any one burial. Red pigment had been used on but one vessel, a 
bowl having a uniform coating inside and out. 

The general character of the vessels was the same as that commonly found on 
the St. Francis, being as a rule without decoration. One bottle, originally mounted 
on a tripod, showed where the legs having broken, the base of the vessel had been 
smoothed to allow its continued use. A small bottle, also with tripod support, had 
been intended to have a spherical body, which, however, was flattened on one side 
as if the vessel, while still in a plastic state, had been placed on its side in a way 
to impair its roundness of outline, and in that condition had been fired. 

Somewhat more than three additional days were devoted to the remainder of 
our digging near Turkey Island. 

There seemed to have been no general place of burial at the aboriginal settle- 
ment other than the mound we have described. Burials had been scattered and 
were comparatively few, even making allowance for those which had been disturbed 
before our coming. 

Apart from the mound, fifty-two burials were encountered, as follows : 

Adults 21 

Adolescents ......... 4 

Children, including infants ...... 25 

Not determined ........ 2 

Of the last two burials one had been almost al.)sorbed by the roots of a large 
tree and the other was a deposit of calcined bones, about 1 foot in diameter and 3 
inches thick. The bones had been so reduced by the action of fire that it was not 
possible to say with certainty if they were human or not, but as deposits of this 
kind in aboriginal sites almost invariably are of human bones, we have included 
this one in our enumeration. 

The form of burial was at full length on the l^ack, with the possible exception 
of remains of several infants, as to which we were unable to determine, and the 
remains of an older child and of an adolescent, both of which burials lay flexed to 
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the riii'ht. Two other burials, namelv, tliat in the roots of the tree and the calcined 
deposit, of course, are excepted also. The deepest bvirial among those outside the 
mound was somewhat more than 4 feet down, but the burial originall}' had not 
been of this depth, as it lay beneath unbroken strata which had formed after the 
time of the burial. 

Lying apart from burials in the various sites outside the mound were : a per- 
forated disk made from a Iragment of a pottery vessel ; two chisels wrought from 
pebbles of Hint; a small "celt" of disintegrating sandstone ; a discoidal stone; a 
cone of half-fired clay. G inches in height and 4,:') inches in basal diameter, having 
two holes opposite each other about two inches above the base ; an ellipsoidal 
object of earthenware with a shallow groove around the middle, slightly ridged 
longitudinally, 3,7o inches long. 2.5 inches maximum diameter. Objects much 
resembling this one are figured b}- Professor Holmes' as having been for use in 
slings among California aborigines. 

There were also found singly, in the various sites, four pipes of earthenware, 
one of which is shown in Fi<:. 44. 




Fig. 44. — I'ijie of earthenware. Mounds near Turkey L^laiid. (Full, size.) 

Apart fnmi any burial Avas an earthenware pot containing seventeen decaying 
mussel-shells, arranged side b}- side on edge, five of which had been perforated for 
use as hoes. Other hoes and mussel-shells were found during the digging. 
The following burials had accompanying artifacts other than pottery : 
Burial No. 69, a child, had a shell gorget (Fig. 40) of the type representing 
a human face, and somewhat similar to the one already descril>ed and figured in the 
account of the Rose Mound. This gorget lay on the right side of the thorax, the 
engraved side down. A bowl also had been placed with this burial. 

1 William H. tlolmes. Report U. S. Nat. Museum for 1900, Plate XXVL 
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Burial No. 72, a child, had two vessels at the head and two shell beads at the 



necK. 



Burial No. 77, an adolescent, had a bowl at the lelt side of the skull with a 
bottle lying on its side upon it. At the neck were a number of shell beads ; at each 
ear was an ear-plug of shell of the blunt pin type, the head directed to the front. 




Fig. 45. — Gortjet of shell. With Burial No. (){t. Mouods iie.ir Turkey Island. (Full size.) 

Burial No. 82, an adult, had two masses of red pigment, oxide of iron, one at 
the right side of the pelvis, over the lower part of the forearm ; the other on the 
lower part of the humerus, which, together with the radius and the ulna, was dyed 
a brilliant red. Slightly bejond the skull were a bottle and a ])owl, having Ijetween 
them a mass of scarlet pigment. 

Burial No. 86, a child, lay with two bowls near the skull. On the chest was 
a shell gorget in many disintegrating fragments. 

Burial No. 88, an adult, with two bottles near the head, had a number of shell 
beads at the neck and two at the pelvis. 

Crossing and fitting to the curve of the upper part of the frontal bone was a 
band of copper about 7 inches long and .8 inch in maximum width, tapering some- 
what toward the extremities. In one place the sheet-copper forming this band had 

41 JOUKX, A. X. S. PHILA., VOL. XIV. 
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l)een joined together probabU* by tying, as four lioles are present, but no rivets. On 
the inner surface of the sheet-metal ornament was a band of split cane, mucli of 
which still remains. This cane formed part of the ornament, as is shown by the 
fact that single perforations at each end of the ornament, no doubt for attachment, 
pass through the cane also. On the upper part of the ornament is matting which, 
no doubt, is part of the covering of the entire burial, locally preserved by the salts 
of copper. The skull below this ornament is colored green. 

Burial No. 90, an infant, had beads at the neck, and a shell gorget representing 
the human face, but inferior to the one figured previously as coming from this place. 

Exclusive of the pottery taken from the mound, eighty-two vessels of earthen- 
ware came from the sites near Turkey Island. Among these are four vessels 
formerly having had tripod supports, but from which these supports having been 
broken oft', the area of contact with the body of the vessel had been carefully 
smoothed. 







Fig. 4(;. — With Uurial Xo. 114 (an infant). Mound.s near Turkey Lsland. i Full size.) 

Six of the eighty-two vessels bore decoration with red pigment. Three of 
these, with a uniform coating of red, were respectively a bowl from which an animal 
head had been broken, but on wliich the tail remained, and two wholly asymmetri- 
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cal bottles. The three remainint;- vessels had desiirns in red. Two of these will be 
particular!}' described, and figured in the plates, in connection with this place ; the 
third, a rough, heavy bottle wnth a circular, tlaring base, has the paint scaled from 
it to such an extent that the design is greatly impaired. 

The following burials present features of interest in connection with the 
arrangement of vessels. 

Burial No. ~)2, an adult skeleton, had near the head an upright bottle, over the 
neck of which a bowl had been turned so that the neck was entirely covered, the 
rim of the bowl resting on the body of the bottle. Another bowl was nearby. 

Burial No. 71, an adolescent, had an inverted bowl partly covering the skull 
and giving to the burial the appearance of a certain form of urn-burial. Upon 
examination, however, it became apparent that this position of the vessel was inci- 
dental and that the bowl had been inver- 
ted to cover a smaller bowl which had 
been placed upon the skull. 

Burial No. 94, a very young infant, 
had near it a small bowl in which, up- 
right, was a little effigy bottle. The 
bowl and the bottle are shown in Fig. 
46, in which, however, the bowl has been 
tilted slightly from the upright position 
in which it was found, in order to give a 
better view of the bottle. 

We shall now describe certain ves- 
sels from the aboriginal site near Turkey 
Island. 

Vessel No. 120. This bottle (Plate 
XXI) has four equidistant bands of red 
pigment running vertically on the body. 
The background is a coating of gray 
cla\-. Around the neck are two circles 
of red pigment. 

Vessel No. 15. A bottle of coarse 
ware (Fig. 4 7), of a fairly common type 
in the region, having a collar modeled 
around the neck, and a tripod support. 

Vessel No. 84. A clumsily made, 
asymmetrical bottle, 8 inches in height, 
having a body formed from three lobes, 
and an annular, projecting base or foot. 

Vessel No. 117. This bottle (Plate 
XXIl),«of yellow ware, has had, as a background for a design in red pigment, a 
coating of light gray clay. The design consists of a four-pointed star, the extremi- 
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ties directed downward from the base of the neclv, and a similar figure with the 
arms pointing upward lYom the base of the vessel. Around the body is a design 
seemingly based on the swastika, four times shown, with a modification in one inst- 
ance where the figure has five arms, this lifth arm connecting with one of the points 
of the upper star. The decoration on the neck seems to consist of a zig/ag of gray 
pigment running Ijetween series of triangles in red. 

Mouxns KEAK Log I. .ending, Ckoss County. 

Near the river bank, at a log landing, the name of which, if it has one, we did 
not learn, on the western side of the river, are three low mounds, one of which is 
crossed by teams hauling timber, and another is partly traversed by the road. In 
these two mounds but little digging was done, owing to our wish to avoid injuring 
roads over which heavy loads must pass. 

Digging in one of the mounds and in j^art of another resulted in the discovery 
of four burials of adults, all extended on the back. With each of these burials, 
near the skull, were a liottle and a bowl, all undecorated with the exception of one 
bowl which had loop-handles, and on the body rude impi-ints probably of a section 
of a reed. 

FoRTu.xE Mounils, Ciioss County.* 

The Fortune Mounds, as the place is called, the propertj' of Mr. W. S. James, 
of Bay Village, Ark., consist of ridges of the ground and one flat mound on the 
river bank of the type with which the reader is familiar. This mound, presumably 
quadrangular in the past, is now of irregular outline througli wash of water. Its 
area is probably about two acres. The height of the mound varies greath'. The 
upper surface, which is strewn with dwelling-site debris, slopes slightly downward 
tow^ard the northern, or river, side. The other sides have suffered to such an 
extent through wash, and so much surrounding soil has been carried away by the 
river, that the heiglit of the mound varies at almost every part. Probablv origi- 
nally its altitude did not exceed 6 or 7 feet. 

This place bears a great reputation for the discovery of human skeletons and 
accompanying pottery in the past, and evidently it had been most persistently 
sounded and dug previous to our coming. It was from here that the head vessel 
in Peabody Museum, Cambridge, Mass., was taken. 

Considerable digging on our part resulted in the discovery of one skeleton at 
full length, having an undecorated vessel at the head. 

Tjik Tui;xii()\v Plage, Cross County. 

About one-quarter mile in from the river is a tract of cultivated ground, al)Out 
fifty acres in extent, known as tlie Turid^ow Place, and belonging to Mr. W. N. 
Turnbow, who resides upon it. Part of this i)lace is made up of a number of rid<Tes 
and high places, and is similar to other aln.iriginal sites along St. Francis river. 
Most of the elevated ground at this place, however, had little superficial sign of 

1 This piaee \va,- in Poinsett Cuuiity until a part of tliat county, iiicluiling the Fortune Mounds, 
was taken to complete Crcjss County. 
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former occupancy, and digging in these parts did not indicate a great depth of mid- 
den deposit. 

The westernmost elevation, however, a ridge about 6 feet high and 125 feet by 
22o feet in extent, had over the surface bits of pottery and fragments of human 
bones, and Mr. Turnbowtold of burials that had been uncovered there by the plow. 

Eighteen trial-holes in this ridge came upon only a single burial, with an un- 
decorated bottle at the skull. 

It is probable that this ridge, which the owner informed us had been under 
cultivation for more than forty years, had, in the course of time, yielded to the 
plow, and perhaps to curiosity hunters, most of the burials it once contained. 

Mouxi) ox THE LixDSAY Place, Poixsett CorxTV. 

The Lindsay Place, which has been recently cleared of timber, belongs to Mr. 
J. W. Liudsay, who lives upon it. A short distance from the landing, in a culti- 
vated field and near the road which borders the river, is a flat mound about 3 feet 
in hei2;ht and 30 feet in diameter. 

Eight out of nine trial-holes in this mound reached raw clay containing no 
mixture of midden-refuse, when at a short distance from the surface. The ninth 
hole, when about 16 inches down, came upon a large fireplace marked bj' clay burnt 
almost to the hardness of brick. This clay in places had a maximum thickness of 
about 4 inches. 

The bed of burnt clay had upon it, in one place, a layer gray in coloi', com- 
posed of ashes with a slight admixture of clay. This deposit, irregular in outline, 
was about 2 feet square, roughly speaking. Its maximum thickness was about 5 
inches, though the depjosit became nmch thinner toward the edges. This deposit 
of ashes did not cover the fireplace, but was found on it only in one place. 

Just Ijeside the deposit, but not in it, resting on the fireplace in an upright 
position, was a pot having the lower two- thirds filled with very dark clay and frag- 
ments of the cremated bones of a child — a cremation which had been thoroughly 
done, compared with many aboriginal ones, as the major part of the deposit was 
hardly more than powder, while the larger fragments were less than an inch in 
diameter and were exceptional. 

The upper third of the vessel was filled with the ordinar}' clay from the mound, 
and the part below, much darker than the clay above, presumably was made up of 
a mixture of the cremated bones, ashes, small fragments of burnt clay from the fire- 
place, and a slight infiltration of clay from above. 

Beside this urn-burial were the fragments of a bowl. 

Considerable digging was done in connection with this burial to discover 
whether other burials had been made in its vicinity, but none was encountered. 

We are unable to determine if the fireplace in this mound was simpl}- one 
similar to so many fireplaces found in this region, where the aborigines have lived, 
and the urn-burial was placed upon it merely by accident, or if the fireplace marked 
the site of the cremation, and the fireplace and the mound itself were made expressly 
for the one burial. 
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Cemktekv on the Cummings Pr,ACE, Poinsett (Jountv. 

The Cummini!:s Place, belons-ini;' to Mr. C. C. Cumiiiino-.s avIio resides on the 
phmtation and at Marked Tree, has at the Landing considerable high ground of 
artificial origin, through which a road has been cut, and on which is Mr. Cuni- 
mings' home and also a large barn and various other outbuildings, and an enclosure 
for stock, in which a building formerlj^ stood. 

The Cummings Place has been long famous for the aboriginal pottery found 
there, and we were informed that a person whom we knew to be a prominent 
vendor of aboriginal relics, and to have passed many years on St. Francis river in 
pursuit of his vocation, had spent much time at that place and had gathered an 
abundant harvest there. 

Our successful digging at the Cummings Place was done in that part of the 
enclosure where a house had been at the time of the visit of the person to whom 
we have referred, and also in an extension of the raised ground, about 40 by 75 feet 
in size, immediately across a fence bordering the northern side of the enclosure. 

Our work, which consisted of digging here and there and enlarging tlie holes 
when burials were encountered, resulted in the discovery of forty interments and 
of sixty-six vessels of earthenware, nearly all of which were with the burials. 

Of the forty burials, thirty-one were of adults ; five, of children ; two, of adoles- 
cents ; and two were aboriginal disturbances. One of these latter, Burial No. 15. 
was interesting in that the legs showed marked disparity of development, tlie in- 
dividual in life having been decidedly lame. 

With the exception of the burials of two or three children (the form of which 
was not determined) and of one burial which lay at full length face down, all inter- 
ments from the Cummings Place were extended on the back, with three slight 
variations, as follows : 

1. The right leg crossing above the left knee. 

2. Trunk on back, thighs Hexed upward with legs partly flexed on the thio-hs. 

3. The left ankle crossed over the right one. 
Tiiree skeletons lay with the skulls resting in bowls. 

While pottery lay with nearly all the burials found, but few other artifacts 
had been placed with them. With a child's skeleton were five beads of shell; 
an earthenware pipe of ordinary type la\- near the burial of an adult. 

With Burial No. 36 was an earthenware bottle at the skull, and at each side 
of the cranium, an ear-plug of shell of the type having the shank made from 
the penultimate whorl of the Fulgii)- (conch shell) and the mushroom-shaped head 
from parts of the shell on each side of the suture. On page 295 of our "Cer- 
tain Aboriginal Remains of the Alabama River" we figure a shell and show 
exactly from what parts ornaments of this kind were cut.' This form of orna- 
ment often has been considered a pin. but as we have frequentlj' found such orna- 
ments at each side of the head at the ears, some with grooves just back of the heads 

1 The same type of ornament is figured l)y Professor Hohues in "Art in Rhell " Plate XXX 
tisc. 10. • - , , 
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of the ornaments and some with perforations in the ends for attachment, we are 
strongly incUned to consider them ear-plugs. 

Burial No. 11, the skeleton of a child, had at the neck three marine shells 
{Oliva Utcrata)^ cut to permit stringing as beads ; one shell bead at the right wrist; 
a mussel-shell hoe above the pelvis; slightly to the left of the pelvis a small bowl 
and a Ijottle, and an undecorated pot in which was a small bone. With these 
vessels was a rudely modeled head that belonged to a vessel not present with the 
rest. Three shell beads were at the ankles. 

With a few disturbed bones not recorded as a burial, were two fragments of 
sheet-copper ; some shell beads ; a number of pillar-shaped supports for receptacles, 
lying in a mass together, similar to others we have referred to with the exception 
that these, while modeled, had not been fired. 

Scattered through the deljris at this place were the usual piercing implements 
of bone, and disks made from fragments of pottery vessels, some perforated, and 
sonre not; also one perforated earthenware disk about 2 inches in diameter, which 
had been shaped and fired. 

There were found also several small arrowheads of flint; a diminutive ear- 
plug of earthenware, coated with red pigment; several antler-points, cut squarely 
off, and in several instances having a boring in the proximal end, which, however, 
was not of sufficient size to have chambered the shaft of an arrow. 

One earthenware pipe and part of another one, both of ordinary type, were 
found apart from burials. 

The sixtj'-six vessels found by us, broken and whole, were in the main undeco- 
rated and of ordinary forms. As a rule, earthenware lay near the skulls, but no 
burial had more than four vessels. 

The use of red paint was six times noted on the potterj' at this place, three 
times in uniform coating. 

The order of arrangement of vessels at the Cummings Place presented no new 
feature. In one instance a small bowd, erect, was completely covered with the 
inverted base of a large vessel that had been broken into a circular form for the 
purpose. 

Mussel-shells, usually badly decayed, were present in some of the vessels, as 
was one shell spoon in fragments. 

In one vessel were many decaying fish bones. 

The thrifty natives who formerly inhabited the Cummings Place had been 
quick to utilize broken vessels for interment with the dead. In no fewer than four 
instances there, where interesting vessels were found, important parts were missing, 
though in three cases (as in the case of broken feet) the area of fracture had been 
smoothed to render the vessel efficient. 

We shall now describe the more interesting vessels from the Cummings Place. 

Vessel No. 59. This bottle, shown in Plate XXIII, is of yellow ware, having 
on the body in red pigment, as decoration, an arrangement based on the triskcle, 
much in the manner of many of the swastika designs from St. Francis river. 
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Around the neck, also in red pigment, is a serpent wLieli is shown extended 
on the same pkxte with the hottle. To any one familiar with the markings on the 
diamond-back rattlesnake [Crota/iis admnanle/is) there can Ije no question that this 
serpent was intended to be represented on the vessel. 

But here an interesting point arises. The diamond-back rattlesnake, tbund 
chietly in Florida, though its habitat extends along the Gulf coast westward to the 
Mississippi (some of these snakes having been found near New Orleans), is })racti- 
cally unknown in Arkansas, though one specimen is reported to have been met 
with there.' Even if this single doubtful case was correctly reported, presumably 
its occurrence was in southern Arkansas, while the region whence the bottle Ijear- 
ing the serpent came is well to the northward in that State. 

The rattlesnake known to Arkansas is the banded rattlesnake [Croiahis horri- 
dus), and one of these snakes was killed by us at the Rose Mound on St. Francis 
river. The markings on the banded rattlesnake have nothing in common with 
those on the diamond-Ijack variety. 

In connection with this bottle, with its pictured diamond-back rattlesnake, 
three hypotheses can be formulated : 

1. That the bottle was brought from regions to the southward : though we 
consider this most unlikely, as the decoration on the remainder of the bottle is of 
the type found in the St. Francis region and not of the kind found farther south. 

2. That as the aborigines were constantl}' traveling, and often moving from 
place to place, the bottle was made in northern Arkansas by some one familiar with 
the diamond-back rattlesnake of more southed}' regions. 

3. Tiiat the Crotahis adavianteus inhabited northern Arkansas at the period 
when the bottle was made, l)ut since has disappeared from so northern a territory. 

Vessel No. 61. This vessel, a bowl 11 inches in nuaxiinum diameter, has pro- 
jecting upward from one side what is intended to represent the neck and head of 
some animal whose teeth are roughly indicated by imprints in the clay. On the 
opposite side of the bowl is a conventional tail. This type of bowl with animal 
head and tail is common enough in the Middle Mississippi region, though vessels in 
which the head is hollow and contains small objects that rattle when shaken, as is 
the case with the vessel under description, are only exceptionalh' found there. 

Vessel No. 7. A graceful bottle, coated with brilliant red paint, having a 
globular body and a slender neck. A projecting basal support had been broken 
from this vessel and the area of union Avith the body had l)een carefully smoothed 
to permit the vessel still to retain an upright position. 

Vessel No. ol. This bottle, of black ware, had originalh possessed three 
globular supports at the base, one or all of which having been broken olf. the bottle 
had been treated in a way to enable it to continue in use. 

Vessel No. 43, a compound form resembling three pots joined, thouuh interiorly 
there is but little separation of the bodies. Traces remain of where probabh- an 

1 Leouhard Stcjneger. "The Poisonous Snakes of North America." Rent U S National 
Museum for 1893, |). 435. ' 
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upright neck and head, modeled after those of some animal, have been. The ware 
of the vessel is verv coarse, and the outside is covered with soot, showino; it to have 
been in use for culinary purposes. Two small ears project horizontally from oppo- 
site sides of each of the three openings. Maximum diameter, 13 inches; height, 
7.8 inches. The outlines of a type of vessel somewhat similar to this one are figured 
by Professor Holmes.' 

Vessel No. 39. This bottle (Plate XXIV), with double neck uniting in a sin- 
gle one above, belonging to a type not uncommon in the Middle Mississippi region, 
bears on the body a decoration consisting of six spaces coated with red and white 
pigment alternateh', on a background of brown pigment. The neck, apparently, 
has been covered with red paint, now largel}^ worn away. The appearance of the 
vessel, as showai on the plate, suggesting a lobed body for the bottle, is shared ]>y 
the original vessel, Init is not based upon fact, the lobed appearance being caused 
b}' the heavy bands of l)rown between tlie spaces of red and of -white. A part of 
the neck is missing through breakage in early times. The restoration, shown in 
br(jken lines on the plate, is based on comparison with other bottles of the same 
type from the same region, though this double-neck type from Peru and elsewhere 
often has a longer upper portion to the neck. The asymmetrical shape of this ves- 
sel, which has been faithfully reproduced in the illustration, is typical of a great 
number of vessels along the St. Francis. 

The MiLLEPt Place, Poinsett Couxtv. 

The Miller Place, a short distance below the town of Marked Tree, but on the 
opposite, or western, side of the river, is the property of the Messrs. Bennett Broth- 
ers (T. J., J. F., and W. W. Bennett), wdio reside on the plantation and at Marked 
Tree. 

In the Twelfth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, for 1890-91,- is a 
description of this place and a plan from which one who has lately visited the place 
can see- how much cultivation has changed it in later 3'ears. 

Though much digging was done at the Miller Place in earlier times, for the 
last ten years, at least, indiscriminate work on the place has been prohiljited, though 
there has been surreptitious search, and, according to all accounts, a great amount 
of potter}' has been uncovered in the course of cultivation. In fact, at the time of 
our visit there, two skeletons, one with two earthen vessels, were ploughed up 
within a few feet of where we were at work. 

Immediately at the landing at the Miller Place are extensive high places of 
artificial origin, on which are a dwelling, a large barn, and various smaller buildings, 
w^ith fenced ground pertaining to them. All this ground, of course, was closed to us. 

Leading back through cultivated fields toward woods which surround the place 
are two parallel ridges of rich, black soil, both of which have long been under culti- 
vation. It was in these ridges that practically all our ([uest was conducted. 

1 Op. fill., Plate VII, a. 
^ Page 207 d seq. 

42 JOUEX. A. X. S. I'HILA., VOL. XIV. 
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Somewhat back from the landing, but in full view from it, are two mounds 
surrounded by cultivated ground. One of these, doubtless quadrangular in the 
past, has now the outline of a triangle with extremities somewhat Ijlunted. Its 
height above the general level is 12 feet, though if measured from positions where 
it is evident that soil has been removed, the height is considerably greater. The 
diameters are 175 and 140 feet. The summit-plateau is about 100 feet by 70 feet. 
This mound was dug into superficially with negative results. 

The other mound, a truncated cone and very symmetrical, rises about 13 feet 
above the general level of the surrounding fields. Its diameter is 112 feet. 

This mound, so far as we could determine, is composed of raw-looking, tena- 
cious clay. Almost at the surftrce of the summit was a burial accompanied with 
four bottles. 

It is most unlikly that this mound contains burials throughout, and it was not 
in our power to determine the matter with the force of diggers under our control, 
even if the destruction of a mound which might prove a place of refuge at a time 
of unusually high water were permissible or if the proposal to scatter quantities of 
raw clay over fertile ground could have been entertained by the owners. 

An excavation, partly fille<l with water at the time of our visit, whence, no 
doubt, material for the mounds had been taken, is near the ridges of which mention 
has been made. 

Three days were spent by us in digging at the Miller Place. Burials were 
encountered in all parts of the ridges, though they were somewhat scattered and 
never in large groups. 

Fifty-eight Ijurials were encountered, excluding recent disturbances. Of these 
burials two were of adolescents, eighteen or possibly nineteen were of children, the 
remainder being of adults. 

With one exception, that of a child lying partly flexed on the right side, all 
burials when determined were at full length on the back, two having the feet 
crossed at the ankles. 

One skeleton lay with the head resting in a large bowl. 

The custom along the St. Francis of depositing few objects except potterv 
with the dead (and the natives there certainly fulfilled their duty in respect to 
pottery) was emphasized at this place. Shell beads (in one instance a single bead) 
were with six burials. In several cases small shells perforated longitudinally, badlv 
decayed as a rule, lay with other beads. A single tubular bead of sheet-copper 
rested on the thorax of a skeleton. 

Burial No. 36, an adult, had at the right shoulder a pot, and a bottle farther 
down near the right humerus. At the left elbow were a bowl and a pot, the latter 
containing a large number of minute chips of flint. 

Burial No. 41, an adult, had a bowl at the skull, and at the outer side of the 
left thigh, four arrowheads made from antler-points, and two projectile points of 
Hint of the elongated, leaf-shaped variety. Incidentally, it may be said that barbed 
arrowheads or any arrowheads of stone, except of the tj-pe to which reference lias 
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just been made, are unconmion along tlie St. Francis. On the otlier hand, arrow- 
heads wrought from antler-points are more numerous in the St. Francis region than 
we have found them to be elsewhere. 

Burial No. 44, the skeleton of a child, had near the upper part of the skull a 
bowl in which was a small pot inverted. Also near the skull were two bottles. 
At the right and on the left of the cranium was an ear-plug of shell of the blunt 
pin variety, while beads of shell, including one perforated marine shell {Oliva 
hterata), lay at the neck. Square beads of shell having carved line decoration 
were on the upper part of the thorax. At the left shoulder was a bottle, its open- 
ing covered with a small bowl inverted. 

Burial No. 49, an adult, in addition to pottery, had, at the neck, one large, 
spherical shell bead, and seven tubular beads of bone, each about one inch in length. 

Throughout the digging were found, apart from burials, and probably lost while 
the site was inhabited : a spade of tlint, 7 inches long and 4 inches in maximum 
diameter ; three small ear-plugs of earthenware ; several piercing implements of 
bone; antler-points; earthenwai-e disks made from broken pottery, perforate and 
imperforate; one bone bead; a small " celt," probably of sedimentarv rock; one 
pipe of earthenware, of ordinary type. 

One hundred and twelve vessels of earthenware were found on the Miller 
Place, fifty-eight of which were presented to the owners. A large proportion of the 
remainder, undecorated and hopelessly crushed, was not available for removal. 

In eight of the vessels found were mussel-shells — two in one instance. Bones 
of small fish were in four vessels. 

The maximum number of vessels found with one burial was six, in one in- 
stance; but, as a rule, one, two, or three vessels lay with the dead, though occa- 
sionally burials were found unaccompanied with any artifact. As is usually the 
case, small vessels as a rule had been placed with burials of children. 

Paint had been used as a decoration for pottery in nine instances, three times 
consisting of a uniform coating of red. 

In three cases at the Miller Place incised decoration over the bodies of vessels 
which had not been intended for culinary purposes had been attempted, but was of 
the rudest character. It was noted here also, as elsewhere, that a marked tendency 
on the part of the aborigines had existed to place imperfect vessels with the dead. 

The following vessels from this place seem worthy of special mention. 

Vessel No. 1, a bottle of yellow ware (Plate XXV), has in red pigment two 
parallel bands around the neck, and on the body, also in red, a combination based 
on the swastika, the symbol of the four Avinds or directions. 

Vessel No. 42. This bottle (Plate XXVI), originally with a tripod support, 
which had Iteen lost through breakage in aboriginal times, has a decoration consist- 
ing of a number of stepped or terraced figures representing cloud-svmbols, done in 
red pigment on a background of white material, doubtless kaolin such as we found 
had been used for pigment along Arkansas ri^-er. The neck of the bottle shows 
much wear, and the designs formerh' upon it are hardly distinguishable at the pres- 
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ent time. We have noticed tliis worn condition on tlie necl^s of many bottles, and 
believe it may liave arisen from abrasion by a cord used for suspension. We have 
found in several instances bottles whose neclvs plainly showed slight grooves left 
l)y a cord or thong. 

Vessel No. 67. Tliis bottle (Plate XXVII) has, by way of decoration on the 
body, diamond-shaped figures in red pigment enclosed in diamonds composed of pig- 
ment of a yellow tinge. Tlie space encircling the base of the neck is not decorated 
with this pigment, but is the yellow ware without the addition of cohjring material. 
On the neck of the bottle, on a background of red, is an angular meander of the 
same shade of pigment as appears on the body of the vessel. 

Thk Pottkk Plack, Poin.sett Countv. 

The Potter Place, on Little river, owned by Mr. W. M. Potter, who lives there, 
borders the stream and is made up of considerable high ground of the same char- 
acter as we have described as being along the St. Francis. Tliis place was occu^^ied 
for two years by a verj' energetic dealer in Indian pottery, who covered the upper 
St. Francis and Little rivers in his work, almost as thoroughly as did another dealer, 
whom we have mentioned, that part of the St. Francis below Marked Tree. 

Considerable digging at random by us in a part of the plantation not occupied 
by houses and fenced enclosures, came upon ten burials: five of adults; three of 
children ; two of adolescents. 

The usual extended position for burials had exceptions at this place as follows : 
one burial in a squatting position ; one in a similar position except the bod}^ was 
somewhat tilted to one side ; one burial extended, flice down. 

With one interment was a 
bead of bone; with another, a shell 
hoe ; and two shell beads Avere 
with a third. 

Burial No. 10, an adult, ex- 
tended face down, had at the left 
elbow a bottle with a bowl inverted 
over the opening. At the right 
of the pelvis was an arrowpoint 
of deer-antler. A piercing imple- 
ment of bone lay at the left thigh. 
At the left knee were four arrow- 
points of antler and one of flint. 
Somewhat a])Ove the left knee 
was an earthenware pipe having 

x" X r -i-l 1 1 11 1 rl'f. 4H. — I'ijn; of earthenware. Potter I'lace fFnUsiyp^ 

ni irontoi tlie bowl a rudely mod- unuMze.) 

eled human head in relief. At the front of the base of the bowl are tw(.) projec- 
tions to hold the [)ipe in an erect position (Fig. 48). 
A small "celt" laj- apart from burials. 
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All burials but two were accompanied with pottery, and one of these tAvo 
showed signs of disturbance, which may have removed accompanying vessels. 

Eigliteen vessels in all, presenting no feature of interest, with one exception, 
were with the burials. A bowl on which had been two loop-handles, one on each 
side below the rim, had lost one handle in aboriirinal times. This handle had been 
replaced by a perforation presumably to enable the vessel to be continued in use. 
Evidently the loop-handles, .so common on aboriginal potterj- in certain regions, 
were not, as some have thought, simply ornamental, but served a practical purpose. 
Red pigment had been employed on but one of the eighteen vessels. 

The Stott Place, Poixsett (Jouxty. 

The Stott Place, belonging to Mr. Frederick M. Stott, who lives on it, also had 
undergone careful search by the diligent worker to whom we have referred in our 
account of the Potter Place. 

There are no especially high places on the Stott property, but the surface of 
the land is slightly rolling, owing its irregularities to aboriginal deposit. 

Considerable digging came upon six burials — four of adults, two of children. 
Where determined, the extended form of burial had Ijeen practised. 

Burial No. 1, the skeleton of an adult, which was saved almost entire, and 
with the skull in good condition, presents pathological features of much interest, 
including a reunited fracture. In addition to three vessels, a chisel chipped from 
a tlint pebble, 5.20 inches in length, lay with the remains. 

Thirteen vessels were found with the burials, nearly all of them undecorated, 
two or three havino; trivial ornamentation. 

In one instance two large fragments of pottery had been placed over a skull. 

At the Stott Place, which is on the outskirts of the town of Lepanto, our 
journey up Little river ended, for reasons given in our introductory remarks. 

In the cemeteries of St. Francis river, as in many other parts of the Middle 
Mississippi valley, the fish, as is well known, was a favorite concept in connection 
with pottery and is found as a decoration on the ware in various degrees of conven- 
tion. As a series of bowls from the St. Francis, showing gradations from the fish 
to a highly conventionalized decoration, may prove of interest, such a series is given 
in P^igs. 49 to OG, inclusive. 

Through the courtesy of Prof. F. W. Putnam and Mr. C. C. Willoughby, of 
Peabody Museum, Cambridge, Mass., we have received nineteen photographs repre- 
senting the most interesting vessels in the collection of potter}^ made on the St. 
Francis, in 18S0, for Peabody Museum. 

In Figs, 57 to 63, inclusive, are repnjduced (about one-third size) seven of these 
vessels, all but one decorated with red pigment, which least resemble others found 
by us on the St. Francis, though some of the vessels from the Peabody Museum 
collection, which we figure, rather nearly approach in appearance certain ones 
found by us. 
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Fig. 49. — Jones Place. In this fio;ure we have a bowl representing: a fisli, 
with some attempt at modeling the head and tail, which are placed con- 
siderably below the rim. 



P(,; .50.— Near Turkey Island. Next we see a more conventionalized head and 
tail, and uoiice that both have been placed at the level of the rim. 





Fk;. 51. ^Miller Tlace. The next step in the evolution is simplification in 
the rendering of the head and tail. 



Fig. 52.— Jones Place. We now see the head and tail of the fish without 
detail and appearing more like handles, though the dorsal and the ventral 
fins still remain on the bowl. 
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Fig. 53. — Xear Turkey Island. The convention is now fiirtlier advanced. 
In addition to tlie plain and uniform appearance of the head and tail, we 
see the dorsal and ventral fins resembling handles, and witiiout attempt 
at detail. 



Fig. 54.— Eose Mound. The fins have disappeared. Tlie bead and tail are nni- 
form or perhaps simply tlie tail of the fish lias been duplicated. 





Fig. 55. — Jones Place. Here we have a further step in convention, two 
tails with but little resemblance to those seen in the early stage of the 
evolution are present on tlie bowl. 



Fig. o'.i. — Xear Turkey Island. Lastly we have a bowl with a iniifonn 
decoration encircling the rim, based upon the tail sluiwn in the preceding 
figure. 



o o /-» 
OOO 
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Fic 57. — I'eabodv Museum Collection. liose Mound. Fig. 58. — I'eahody Mnsenni Toliection. Eose Mound. 




Fig. 5!). — I'eahody Museum Collection. Kosc Mound. 
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Fn;. 60. — I'eabody ^Muaeuni < ollection. Eose Mouud. 



Fit;. Gl. — Peab(.)dy Museum CniU>clion. Halcomt) Mound, 



We are unable to identify the Halcomb Mound, whence came one of the ves- 
sels from the Peabody Museum collection. The mound is referred to as being "two 
miles above Neeley's Ferry." This is about the location of the Catfish Mounds 
(described in our report), and perhaps thirty years ago they bore the other name. 





Fig. II'- — Tealu'dy Museum (_'olk'ctiou. FortuDe Mound. 



Fk;. 1)3. — Peabody IMuseum C'ullectiun. Stanley Jlounds. 
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Pakt it. 
WHITE, AND BLACRi RLVERS. 

As stated in our introductoiy remarks, 21)5 miles of White river (whicli takes 
its name from the beautiful clearness of its water) and 109 miles of Black river, in 
both instances from the mouth up, were investigated by us last season. 

The lower part of Wliite river to St. Charles, 60 miles by water, had been 
carefully searched by us without result in the spring of 1908, the only high ground 
within reach having been Indian Bay, a description of which site may be found in 
a report of the Bureau of American Ethnology.^ 

Still farther up, White river runs through overflow country where sites of 
aboriginal occupancy if present, were not within working distance from the water. 
In fact the entire stream, so far as investigated by us, is lined by much low ground 
where archaeological research is not likely to be rewarded. Knowing this in ad- 
vance, and that, with a few trifling exceptions, no aboriginal objects had been 
obtained from the White and Black river regions, in Arkansas, we ncA'ertheless 
decided to search the territory thoroughly in order that a region so favorably 
situated geographically in the midst of a territory tilled Avith Indian remains could 
be placed on record, though realizing that the quest might be a fruitless one. 

While most of the owners of sites along White and Black rivers granted cordial 
assent to our re(|uest to investigate their properties, some failed to make reply, 
though addressed a number of times on the subject. We mention this fact in no 
spirit of adverse criticism, but simply to explain the omission on our part of more 
complete investigation. However, presumably, enough work was done by us to 
determine the nature of the territory, for with one exception no site of interest was 
found along White river, and but three vessels of earthenware were encountered 
along the stream. 

Along Black river, while some vessels were found, not one was of a character 
to warrant its transjjortation home. 

On both rivers, though burials were fairly numerous, they were almost invari- 
ably unaccompanied by artilacts, a remarkable fact considering the custom of lavish- 
ing deposits upon the dead as practised by aborigines of nearby regions. 

As a rule, we shall describe all mounds visited by us along White and Black 
rivers, but shall give details only of such dwelling-sites as yielded burials to our 
search, though many other sites were investigated. 

' The Black river of Missouri ami Arkansas should not be confounded witli the Black river of 
Louisiana or the Big Black of Mississippi. 

- Third An. Rep. Bur. Ethii,, p. 4'S7 et se<]. 
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Sites iNVKSTKiATKD. 

White River, Akk'Axsas. 

Mt. Adams, Arkansas (Jounty. 

Pepper Field, Monroe County. 

Old Plum Orchard Landing, Monroe Count}'. 

King's Landing, Prairie County. 

Chandler Landing, Prairie County- 

Negro Hill, White County. 

Lindsay's Point, White Count}'. 

Atkinson Ferry, White CViunty. 

Taylor's Bayou, Woodruft' County. 

Wamic Place. White County. 

Haralson Place, Woodruff County. 

Ha-wkins Place, Woodruft' County. 

Vincent Place, Wot)druft' Count}'. 

Hames Place, Woodrull' County. 

Teairue Mound, Woodruft' County. 

Black Rivek, Akicaxsas. 

Elgin, Jackson County. 

Lindley Landing, Jackson County. 

Perkins Field, Independence County. 

Little Turkey Hill, Independence County. 

Harter Knoll, Independence County. 

Tucker Bay, Lawrence County. 

Clover Bend, Lawrence County. 

Lauratown, Lawrence County. 

Cornpen Landing, Lawrence County. 

Upper Hovey Place, Randolph County. 

Mitchell's Log-camp Landing, Randolph Countv. 

Mound near Mt. Adams, Arkansas County. 

About one-(piarter mile NW. from Mt. Adams, in sight of the road which 
passes through woods on property of Mr. Richard McRee, who lives at Mt. Adams, 
is a mound 1^0 feet high and lo8 feet in diameter of hase. A number of trial-holes 
showed the mound to be, as far as dug, composed of river deposit. No sio-u of liurial 
was met with, and no artifact with tlie exception of a single arrowhead of flint. 

Mound near Pepper Field, ^Monroe County. 

A tract nea,r the river bank, formerly under cultivation, said to belong to the 
State, is known as Pepper Field. In this field is a low mound of sand, much 
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worked away through cultivation, on part of which is a house occupied by a colored 
family. Considerable digging in the unoccupied part of the mound yielded, in three 
instances, skeletal remains very badh' decayed. With one burial was a rude vessel 
of earthenware, badly crushed. 

]\IouND NEAR Old Plum Okchard Laxdixg, Monroe County. 

Following the road in from Old Plum Orchard Landing, the residence of Mr. 
J. T. Evans is reached, on whose property is a small mound. This mound, which 
is much spread and is but a few inches above the surrounding level, yielded neither 
skeletal remains nor artifact. 

Cemeteries near King's Landing, Prairie County. 

At King's Landing is a plantation belonging to Mr. J. A. King, of Desarc, 
Ark. In a field back of the plantation house, whicli is near the landing, were a 
few scattered signs of aboriginal occupancy. Considerable digging in this field, at 
a place where the soil seemed darker than elsewhere, unearthed a number of skele- 
tons, nearly all badly disturbed by the plow, and all very much decaj-ed. With 
one skeleton was a large, tubular, shell bead ; with another, below the knee, were 
many small, discoidal beads, also of shell. 

About l.-j mile N. by W. from King's Landing is a small cottonfield, also 
property belonging to Mr. King, where, in two places, Avere visible on the surface 
many fragments of human bones and dwelling-site del»ris. 

Considerable digging in these sites yielded fourteen burials : partly fiexed on the 
right, and on the left ; at full length on the back ; and disturbances, aboriginal and 
recent. In addition, two skeletons lay extended, face down ; and another was on 
the back, partly flexed, with the thighs widely everted, the legs crossing at the 
feet. 

The burials at this place presented no fixed orientation ; nor did they at any 
other point, so far as our investigation on White and Black rivers extended. 

Mounds near Chandler Landing, Prairie County. 

About 1.2-3 mile almost due E. from Chandler Landing is a farm about fifty 
acres in extent, most of which is beyond reach of the river, though around it is 
woodland which is inundated in periods of high water. 

The fiirm and the surrounding forest land are the property of Mr. E. W. Grove, 
of St. Louis, and are under the management of Mr. R. D. Caldwell, of Desarc, Ark., 
who kindly placed them at our disposal. 

MouNo A. 

A few feet from a farm house by the roadside, which is occupied by an intelli- 
gent colored man, who cultivated the farm, Avas a mound 7 feet 6 inches high, and 
G5 feet across its circular base. 
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The tenant informed us he had dug into tlie mound, intending to make a 
receptacle for potatoes, but coming upon human bones he had abandoned the pro- 
ject. With these bones, he told us, was a l>all of stone and a grooved axe, which 
latter he presented to us. 

The mound was practically le\-eled by us with the aid of from eight to twelve 
men, in twenty-nine working hours. While a mound of sand the size of this one 
could have been demolished with an equal force in half the time, this tumulus of 
loamy material, owing to long continued drought, was, witli the exception of super- 
ficial parts, dried to a degree of hardness re(iuiring constant use of the pick. This 
condition was not only a cause of delay, but made the recovery of objects difficult 
without subjecting them to breakage. 




Fig. 04. — Vessel of eartlienwai'e. Mounds near Chandler Landiug. (Height 3.4 inches. ) 

Human remains in this mound were often only decaying fragments — sometimes 
mere particles of bone — and were present throughout, but less fre(|uently than 
would be expected in a mound of the size of the one in question were it not borne 
in mind that, presumabh', many Ijurials had entirely disappeared. 

The condition of the bones and the character of the material in which most of 
them were emljcdded made determination of the form of burial impossible, though 
in several instances the burial at length was indicated. In one case a layer of bones 
was present, apparently consisting of skeletons and parts of skeletons mingled, 
many bones, however, being missing and others being out of place. 

The artifacts in this mound, and in a small neighboring one to be described 
later, show that a culture tending toward the use of stone exclusively had prevailed 
at the place, a fact (piite exceptional in all our work in Arkansas. 
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Fro. 65. — Pipe of eartlieiiware. Mounds Dear Cliaiidler Tjaiidiii^. (Full size.) 

One vessel of earthenware lay with a burial. This vessel, shown in Fig. 64, 
is of no special interest except that it is practically the only one found by us on 
White river, the two others referred to elsewhere having been represented by un- 
decorated fragments of inferior ware. 

With another burial was a pipe of earthenware, 5.3 inches in length (Fig. 05), 
the only other object of earthenware present in tlie mound. This pipe, like all 
others found at this place, has the bowl and the stem in one piece. Vertical and 




Fii;. tjfi. — Veitical and cross sections of pipe slinwii in Fig. (15. 



M4 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE ST. FRANCIS, WHITE, 




Fi(i. 67. — Pipe of sliale. Mounds near Cliandler Landing. (Full size.) 

cross sections are shown in Fig. 6G. There came from this mound also, both near 
human remains, two monolithic pipes, similar in shape, of massive shale (as were 
all the stone pipes from these mounds), one 7.25 inches in length (Fig. G7, vertical 
and cross sections in Fig. 68), the other unfortunately deprived of part of its stem 
by a blow from a pick which ground the part that was struck into irrecoverable 
fragments. There was also present in the mound the stem of a stone pipe which 




Fig, lis. — \'ertical and rross sections of pipe >hown in Flu 67 
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PLATE XXVI IL 




NEAR CHANDLER LANDING, CEREMONIAL AXE. (full size.) 



Cockayne, Boston. 
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had been similar to the two already described. Its base is Hat like that of the pipe 
from Mound B. 

Half-tone representations of the earthenware }>ipe and the stone pipe, from 
Mound A, were submitted by us to Mr. Joseph D. McGuire whose report on these 
pipes, based on his great experience in such matters, is highly valued by us. 

The pipes, according to Mr. Mc(Tuire, seem to be extremely interesting speci- 
mens of the Monitor tjpe and certainlj- would be classed as such if only their bases 
were flat — especially in the case of the stone pipe which apparentlj' has some feat- 
ures belonging to the Siouaii type. Mr. McGuire, however, does not know of the 
occurrence of the Siouan type so far west as Arkansas, though pipes of this type 
are common from Maine to (leorgia along the Atlantic seaboard, and as far west as 
the mountains, as may be seen by Mr. McGuire's '' Pipes and Smoking Customs of 
the American Aborio-ines." ' 

The earthenware pipe from the Chandler Landing mound, according to Mr. 
Mc(iuire, apparently belongs to the same type as does the one of stone, and is 
uni(jue so far as Mr. McGuire recalls. The large bowl, as is well knoAvn, is com- 
mon to the Arkansas pipes, but the small perforation in the stem appears to be 
typical of the Monitor type. While the earthenware pipe is in its exterior similar 
to pipes found fnjm South Carolina to New Jersey, the perforation of the bowl and 
the stem in the earthenware pipe is different in proportions from those found in 
the others. 

Also Mr. McGuire considers the finding of the earthenware pipe and the stone 
pipe in the same mound to be an extremely interesting thing. 

Unfortunately the half-tone representation of the stone pipe from Mound B 
near Chandler Landing was not prepared in time for us to submit it to Mr. 
McGuire. While the stone pipe from Mound A shows a flattening of the base, 
a broken pipe from Mound A as well as the pipe from Mound B show a more 
decided flattening and seem to be still more confirmatorj- of Mr. McGuire's belief 
that the pipes from this place are of the Monitor type. 

Four boat-stones came from this mound. Of these we shall speak later in 
connection with two others found in Mound B nearbj-. 

Throughout the mound, usuall}^ apart from burials but sometimes with them, 
were eighteen lanceheads and arrowheads of flint, all found singly with one excep- 
tion where four lay side by side with a burial. Also with a burial lay a finely 
wrought leaf-shaped blade of flint, 9.75 inches in length and having a maximum 
width of '2. .3 inches. 

Near the leaf-shaped blade was a rare form in stone (Plate XXVIII), 8.3 
inches in length. The material is probably green quartzite. This object, which 
resembles a chisel in shape, is in reality a ceremonial axe, as is evident from the 
mark left plainly upon it by the handle. 

Not far from this ceremonial object, and also in association with bones, was 
another, of slate, of the same type, 10.5 inches in length. 

' Rep. U. S. Nat. Mus., 18!J7. 

4i JOUEX. A, X. S. PHILA., VOL. XIV. 
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lu the present connection it may be said that the so-called hoe-shaped imple- 
ments which some writers had supposed to be ceremonial axes, have been demon- 
strated to he sucli.Mnasmuch as a number of these "implements" found bj' us 
plainly show where and how their handles had been placed ; and the soft stone 
h'om which these objects often have been fashioned and the absence of chipping at 
the cutting-edges clearly indicate their ceremonial character. 

The "celts" of copper, and the long, slender implements of the same material, 
found at Moundville. Ala.,- were all set in handles in a manner similar to that of 
tlie so-called hoe-shaped implements; and it is our belief that objects of the type 
of those from Moundville, and also the chisel-like implements of stone found by us 
in the mound at Mount Royal, Florida, and at this place, as well as the objects 
generally known as spade-shaped, or spuds, are neither more nor less than cere- 
monial axes. 

To returu to the contents of this mound, fragments of much-decayed wood 
stained by copper lay near a burial; while dissociated were half a "celt" of sedi- 
mentary rock and a small tlint implement with rounded ends. 

Mouxi) B. 

Aljout 401) yards in a northwesterly direction from Mound A, in the same 
field, was a mound 4.5 feet in height and 40 feet in diameter of base. This mound, 
largely (jf clay, had been much plowed away at the sides, so tliat hy the complete 
excavation of the central part, 'IS feet l)y 38 feet in diameter, we demolished 23racti- 
cally all that had been left of the mound. 

Fragments of bone were met with at intervals throughout the excavation, 
crushed Hat and broken into many fragments. 

Pottery was af)sent. 

Lj'ing with a burial were three lancepoints of flint, tln' largest 4.2o inches in 
length ; and a handsome nionoHthic pipe, 7.2") iiu-hes long (Fig. (iO. vertical and 
cross sections in Fig. 70). 

With a skull were (jue shell Ijead and four perforated pearls, much decaved. 

There came from tliis mound two boat-stones apai't frcmi bones, but which 
<loul3tless had been interred witli them. 

Of tlie six boat-stones from this place, two are made ])i)ssiljh- from a frreen 
igneous rock, (jne from a ferruginous rock, one from gray shale, one from eartln" 
limonite on whiidi a hard ferruginous coating has formed, and one from rock 
crystal. They range in k'ligtli between 2.5 inches and 3.7 inidjcs. have no perfora- 
tions or grooves, and Ijut one shows a hollowing out of the base. 

The boat-stone, the use of which is problenuitical, " ibund sparinsxlv in most of 
the states east of tlie Mississippi,"'' and here met with but slightly west of that 

' "The S(]-ralle(l ' tfoe-^liapcd rrnpleiiieiit.' " Aniei'. AiitliropdloLnst, Julv-Scpt., 190:-"!. 
'"Oei-tain Alioriiriiial licniains nf the JMack Warrior River." .Imirii Acad Nat Sci Phila 
A^ol. XIII, |). 154, Fi-s. 27 aii.ri.S. ' '^ ' 

■'■ " Haiidlxiok of the Aiiierieaii Indians." liur, .\iii. Ethn. I'.ul. .30, I'art I. 
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Fig. 69. — Pipe of shale. Mounds near Cliaiidlei- r^andincj. (Full size.) 




Fl(i. 70. — \'ertica] and c-voss seetiotis of pipe sliowii in Fig. flit. 



348 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE ST. FRANCIS, WHITE, 



river, is usually, though not invariably, hollowed as to the base, and grooved or 
perforated. Wisconsin specimens, however, show some with Hat bases, and one 
havin!? a flat base with neither i^roove nor iierforation.' 

It would be untenable, we think, to suppose the superb boat-stone of rock 
crystal, with its beautifully beveled upper edge (Figs. 71, 72), which was found by 
us with a burial near the base of the larger mound, to be an unfinished object. 
Probably, as has been suggested, boat-stones without means of attachment were 
carried in the bags of shamans. 




Fig. 71. — P.nat-stone of rock crystal. Mounds near 
Chandler Lauding. (Full size.) 



Fig. 



-Boat-stone of rock crystal. Side view. 
(Full size.) 



In the field in which were the mounds were several sites which, by the color 
of the soil, led us to believe they might prove to be cemeteries, though on them 
were no debris indicating aboriginal occupancy. Trial-holes in these places proved 
unavailing. 

MOVNDS NEAR XeGRO HiLL, WhITE CoUXTY. 

On property belonging to the Stoneman & Zearing Lumber Company, of Devall 
Bluff, Ark., in woods subject to overflow, <.in the western side of, and some in sight 
from, a trestle that forms the western approach of a railroad bridge crossing the 
river below the settlement of Negro Hill, are two low ridges and two low, flat- 
topped mounds, of sandy soil. Careful investigation of the two mounds and one of 
the ridges yielded neither bone nor artifact. 

On the eastern side of the trestle and in sight from it is another low, flat- 
topped mound. Nine trial-holes in this mound produced in onl\- one instance, near 
the surface, a few scattered human bones and frati-nients of an earthenware bowl. 



Cemetery at Lindsay's Point, White County. 

I/mdsay's Point, the property of Mr. W. A. IIale\-, who lives on the place, 
may be reached from White river but is more convenientlj- approached by runniniT 
up Little Red river about 2 miles. 

The point is high ground surrounded by woods. Near the river is a strip of 
soil black from admixture of organic matter and having on the surface many small 
fragments of pottery, pel»ble-hammers, and other del)ris. It is said that human 
bones have been ploughed u[) at tliis place. 

Careful investigation yielded scattered human bones and four burials, two of 
' Charles E. Brcnvii, ""Wisconsin Arcli;e(jlogist," Oct. -Dei-., 11)09, iii>. 147 148. 
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which latter were disturbed skeletons, another lay at full length on the back, and 
one was partly Hexed lying on the left side. With this last burial, near the knees, 
was an arrowhead or knife of Hint. 

Little Red river was carefully searched by us to West Point, about 18 miles 
up, by water. There is much high ground along the banks, which seems well fitted 
to have served as places of aboriginal abode. No mounds or cemeteries were met 
with, however, except the small site at Lindsay's Point. 

It is possible that what we sought may be found in the high ground at a dist- 
ance from the river, but unfortunately bej'ond our reach. 



Mounds near Atkixsox Ferry, White County. 

On property of Mr. T. E. Stanlej', of Augusta, Ark., about 3 miles by water 
above Augusta, liut on the left side of the river, going up, are several low mounds, 
one of which serves as a site for a stable. Considerable digging in these mounds 
yielded nothing. 

Mounds near Taylor's Bayou, W^oodruff County. 

Taylor's Bayou (locally called Taylor's Bay) enters White river a short dist- 
ance above Augusta. About 2 miles up the bayou, on the eastern side, is a planta- 
tion belonging to Mr. T. E. Stanley, of Augusta, owner of the place at Atkinson 
Ferr\', to which reference has just been made. 

At the southeastern end of the Taylor Bayou plantation, in a cultivated field, 
are two mounds within a few yards one of the other, both much spread b}' the plow. 

Mound A. 

This mound, about 4 feet in height and 47 feet across its circular base, of dark, 
sandy clay, had nine trial-holes sunk into it hy us. These trial-holes (supposed to 
be o to G feet in length and 3 feet across, Imt which are sometimes not fully this 
size) were first carried to the base of the mound and then extended to include a 
considerable part of it. 

Four burials were encountered, as follows : an adult and an adolescent, both 
partly flexed and lying on the right side ; a small child ; an adult at full length on 
the liack. 

The bones of the three skeletons first named, though found less deep, were 
badly decayed and fragmentary. On the other hand, the extended skeleton, which 
was at a depth of 40 inches, was well preserved. 

No artifacts lay with the burials; indeed, the only ones found in the mound 
were a small flint arrowhead, and a fragment of pottery, square with rounded cor- 
ners, having a countersunk perforation in the center from which, on one side, 
incised lines radiate to the margin. 
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MoTxi) B. 

This mound, about '2 leet high and 4o feet in diameter, was tentatively investi- 
,<:-ated b\ means of nine trial-holes which alterward were greatly enlarged. It 
beeame apparent that the central i)art of the mound had been used for Inirials ; 
consequently a median portion, -!4 feet in diameter, was completely dug out by us. 

Sixteen burials, all badly decayed, were found, none deeper than 2 feet from 
the surface. The burials were as follows : s(mie closel\- flexed, some partly Hexed, 
sometimes to the right side, sometimes to the left; a skull with scattered bones; a 
skull with a single thitrh bone ; a flexed skeleton without a skull, thoui;h an isolated 
cranium was found at a distance of 4 feet from it. 

But one artifact lay with these burials. Burial No. 4, the skull and thigh 
bone to which reference has been made, had with it a neatl^y-made pipe of massive 
red shale. 

Apart from Inirials were a rude mortar represented by a flat stone slightly con- 
cave, and a long, irregularly shaped mass of stone which evidently had served as a 
grinder. 

A mass of quartzite, also from this mound, irregularl}' pitted in two places on 
one side, has on the opposite side a circular concavity 5.25 inches in diameter and 
1 inch in depth. 

Mounds on the Wamic Place, White County. 

At this place, in full view from the river, are a low mound on which is a small 
building, and two small rises of the ground in a held nearby. 

The owner of this p)lace did not live upon it, and failed to reply to our re(|uest 
for permission to investigate. 

Mounds on the Haralson Place, Woodruff County. 

On property of Mr. John C. Haralson, of Fitzhugh, Ark., in swamp drv at the 
time (jf our visit, are five l<.>w. Hat-topped mounds, all near the border of Buckle 
Lake, a former course of White river. 

These mounds, which had every appearance of having been domiciliarv. were 
all dug into by us without discovery of anything indicating their former use as 
j)laces of burial. 

MoL^NDs ON the Hawklxs Place, ^^'ool)RUFF County. 
On the Hawkins Pla,ce, near the river, are two low, flat mounds, one of which 
is now in use as a cemetery. These mounds were not investigated l)v us, permis- 
sion to diti' not ha\'intr been ojjtained. 

Mound on the Vlxcent Place, A\'oodruff ('ounty. 
About one-quarter mile ESE. from \'inceut Landing is a mound about 2.5 feet 
higlu It is known as the Hickory Mound throughout the surroundim:' countrv. 
Conditions were imposed as to opening this mound, which we did not see our way 
clear to accept. 
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^louxD OX THE Ha^ies Peace, Woodruef County. 
The Haines Place, belonsfinu; to Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Hames, residins; on the 

property', has a history of human bones found whih' sinking pestholes and in the 

course of agricultural work. In the garden and in the harnvard is raised ground, 

apparently what is left of a ridge or of a low mound. The soil in this elevation is 

black from admixture of organic matter. 

Considerable digging in the garden unearthed six skeletons at a depth of from 

15 inches to '2 feet from the surface. The bones were in bad condition, one skull 

and a few lon£i:-bones onlv being saved. 

The burials, four of adults and two of children, were as follows : 

Closely flexed on the right side ....... 4 

Partly flexed on the right side ........ 1 

Partly flexed on the left side ........ 1 

With one skeleton were shell lieads at the neck, and the skeleton of a child 

had at the waist a pebble, a small cpiantit}' of powdered hematite, and discoidal 

beads of shell. These beads, in a double string, had been worn as a girdle. 

In- an adjacent held are a few small elevations on most of which were masses 

of baked clay bearing imprint of wattle, no doubt fragments from burnt wigwams. 

Three of these rises of the ground were dug into by us without success. 

The Tf^AGUE Mound, WooDiiUFE Couxtv. 

The Teague Mound, on the old Snapp Place, belonging to Messrs. Fitzhugh 
Brothers & Haralson, of Fitzhugh, Ark., is widely known on White river, and the 
fact that a mound of this size is famous shows how unimjiortant as to size the 
mounds on this river are. 

The Teague Mound is in the form of a ridge (perhaps a mound and a cause- 
way) 210 feet in length, extending almost due N. and S. From the southern 
extremity, where the height is G feet and the breadth 58 feet, the ridge slopes 
gradualh' uijward to an altitude of 10 feet at the northern end, where it is 100 feet 
in transverse measurement. 

This mound, which has suffered greatly through wash of rain, has every 
appearance of having been built for domiciliary purposes. (Considerable digging 
into the raw clay of which it is nu\de yielded nothing. 

We shall now cinisider the sites on Black river. 

^loUXD AXD Ce.METERV AT EeGEX, JaCKSOX CoUNTY. 
Aljout one-quarter mile below Elgin, a small settlement on Black river, on the 
same side of the stream, immediately on the baid^:, is a mound slightlj- eaten into 
by the river and nnicli spread by cultivation. 'IMiis mound, (jn property belonging 
to Mr. J. 0. Taylor, living near Newport, Ark., is but little above the general level, 
and is circular in outline, with a diameter of about 100 feet. It is composed of rich, 
loamy sand. (Jonsiderafile digging yielded one badly decayed skeleton, closely 
flexed on the right side. 
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In cultivated land, also Ixdongini:: to Mr. Taylor, in a part of a field bordering 
the wood, about l^5(J j'ards west from the settlement, in rich ground somewhat above 
the general level of the held, is a dwelling-site having on the surface arrowpoints 
and fra2;ments of flint, hammerstones, and debris of aboriginal occupancy, Imt 
almost no pottery. 

Twenty-one trialdioles sunk in this site came upon six skeletons seemingly in 
good condition as the v lay in the ground, but which on removal pro\-ed to be friable 
and on the puint of disintegration. All skulls had given way through decay and 
pressure of the soil. 

Tiie burials, which were widely scattered, were as follows : 

Closely flexed on the right side .... 1 

Partly flexed on the right side . . . . 1 

Closely flexed on the left side .... 1 

Partly flexed on the left side (a child) . . .1 

Aboriginal disturbance from the pelvis down . 1 

Infant ......... 1 

In another part of the field, somewhat nearer the settlement, was a slight rise 
of the ground, which evidently had been a dwelling-site, but in which no burials 
were found by us. 

With other midden refuse were three disks of pottery, each having a perfora- 
tion in the center, and part of a similar disk. 

The reputation of Elgin as a site where hunuxn l)Ones are discovered in cultiva- 
tion is rather wide-sj^read. The territory bordering the settlement is said to be out 
of reach of high water and consequently oftered b) the aljorigines an attractive 
place of abode. Unfortunatel}' we were unable to find other dwelling-sites in the 
vicinity, though careful search was made. 

Mounds near Lindley Landing, Jackson County. 

On property of Dr. L. G. Slaydon, of Tuckerman, Ark., is a mound in a culti- 
vated field, about one mile S. by W. from Lindley Landing. 

The mound, of c\a,yey sand, has been greatly spread by the plow, at the 
the expense of height, which is now 5 feet. The diameter of the irregularly circular 
base is 84 feet. We were unable to find in this mound any sign of its having been 
used for burial purposes. 

About one-half mile in a southerl^y direction from Lindley Landing is a mound 
much spread by the {)low, also in a cultivated field, belonging to Mr. D. C. Dowell, 
of Tuckerman. This mound, irregularly circular, has a diameter of 47 I'eet. Its 
height w^as 3 feet above the general level, but measured from the summit to the 
base while digging was under Avay, the height seemed to be some-what in excess of 
tlie figure named. On the surface of the mound (which was almost entirely of 
sand) were many small fragments of human bone. 

Trial-holes at once came upon burials, and vessels of earthenware, and hence 
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it was deteriniaed to dig out along the base a part of the mound 42 feet in diame- 
ter, which seemed to represent its original size, the rest of the present diameter 
probably being due to cultivation. 

Burials, all badl}- decayed, were found in forty-two places, from just below the 
surface to a depth of 4.0 feet, one burial being in a pit extending 10 inches into 
yellow, undisturbed sand which lay under the dark sand of which the mound was 
composed. 

In many instances the form of interment was not apparent owing to the 
decayed condition of the bones ; occasionally, however, the nature of the burial 
could be identified, and included the burial at full length on the back and the 
flexed burial. 

There were also, at the very base of the mound, some of the bones of a single 
skeleton, including the skull, in such arrangement that no form of burial other than 
the bunched variety was possible. The bunched burial was met with by us in this 
instance onlj- on White and Black rivers. 

Four and one-half feet down was a deposit of calcined fragments of human 
bones, 12 inches by 8 inches and 2 inches in thickness. Placed vertically on this 
deposit was a vessel of earthenware. 

In another part of the mound were fragments of calcined human bones, not 
arranged in a mass but scattered. With this burial also, was an earthenware vessel. 
These were the only instances of cremation encountered by us along White and 
Black rivers. 

Sixty-one vessels of earthenware lay with the burials in this mound, almost 
invariably near the skulls, but in several cases in the neighborhood of the pelvis. 
The vessels had been placed singly, in pairs, and in one instance three together. 

These sixty-one vessels,' all of medium size, with the exception of several 
diminutive ones wdiich were evidently toys, and some of which were found with 
skeletons of children, are of inferior wvare. Shell tempering is present in some in- 
stances, but the pounded shell is often unevenly distributed, and the firing of the 
clay must have been imperfectly done. Many of the vessels were crushed to frag- 
ments when found, and the majority of the remainder fell into bits on removal. 

In form the vessels, save in two instances where the cup is represented, are 
pots, bowls, and bottles, these last having in some cases short, wide necks, and in 
others long and narrow ones. 

With a single exception, that of a cup with two encircling, incised lines, no 
attempt at decoration is apparent on the body of any vessel. A number of pots 
and bowls have loop-handles; and a few have projecting animal heads so rudely 
modeled that they barely escape being classed as knobs. On such vessels are con- 
ventional tails extending from the sides opposite the heads. Three or four of the 
bowls have small, tlat ears extending laterally ; these ears, in the case of one vessel, 
are decorated with rude, parallel, incised lines. Two or three of the loop-handle 
vessels have small, vertical projections on the sides not occupied by the handles. 

1 Each vessel, no matter how fragmentary its conditiou when found, is incliuled in the enumera- 
tion, our object heino; to note what number oi-jginally had Ijeen phiced in the mound by tlie aborigines. 

43 JOUEN. A. X. S. PHILA., VOL. XIV. 
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No attempt at decoration in coloi' is anywhere shown. 

We are fully aware that in mounds and cemeteries vessels commonplace in 
form and decoration predominate, but we do not recall in any previous investiga- 
tion in which any considerable number of vessels was found, having met with pot- 
tery which indicated such lack of skill or ambition on the part of its makers. 

A ring of earthenware, possibly an ear-plug, rudelj- wrought, with an encir- 
cling groove, was found apart from human remains. 

The only artifact present in the mound, with the exception of pottery, was a 
single arrowhead of Hint. 

In the same field in which was Mr. Dowell's mound, and about one-quarter 
mile in a southwesterly direction from it, was a slight rise in the ground, circular 
in shape, which at one time ma}- have been a small mound. On the surface lay 
fragments of human bones and two beads of shell. Fourteen trial-holes came upon 
a disintegrating skeleton lying partly Hexed on the right side, 10 inches below the 
surface. At the skull was an undecorated bowl of inferior ware. 

In a field a])0ut one mile to the north of the Dowell Place are several dwelling- 
sites on which were arrowpoints, fragments of flint, and other midden debris, 
including parts of two earthenware disks, each of which had pjossessed a central 
perforation. 

Mound near Perkins' Field, Independexce County. 

About one-half mile through woods, in a NW. direction from Perkins' Field, 
which is near the river Ijank, is a mound on property belonging to the Barnett 
Lumber Company, of Batesville, Ark. This mound, of rich, black loam, circular 
in outline and about 85 feet in diameter, has a height of 3 feet, app)r(jximately. 

It is not a burial mound, strictly speaking, that is, it is not a mound liuilt 
exclusively for burial purposes, ))ut rather a dwelling-site which formed gradually 
during long occupancy and in which the dead had Ijeen interred. 

Ten trial-lioles, Avhich were subsetpiently enlarged, some to double and some 
to almost treble their original size, resulted in the discovery of thirty-one burials of 
the customary closelj'-flexed or partly-flexed forms, and a few aboriginal disturb- 
ances which, the reader will recall, are caused Ijy graves in aboriginal times being 
dug through earlier burials. 

The interments lay from 8 inches b(dow the surface to a depth somewhat more 
than 3 feet, the deepest being not in the m(.)und proper but Ijeneatli it, in tenaci- 
ous clay on which the mound was built. 

The bones of all these burials were badl\' decaxed. With tliem were : a lance- 
point of Hint ; several masses of stone ; a lot of Hint chips somewhat scattered, which 
may have been simply midden refuse lying in the neighborhood of bones. 

Tliere was also with a burial a pipe of soft claystone, 1.8 inches long and 1.3 
inches in diameter, having a hole in the base in such a position that a stem inserted in 
it would have the bowl not at right angles but extendinu' in the same axis with it. 
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Here and there in the soil, apart from burials, were a number ol' arroAvpoints 
and knives, all of tlint, and all rather eoarsely chipped and lackin,u- in finish. Also 
in the midden debris were : hammer-stones ; a circular pebble, pitted on both sides ; 
and four piercing implements of bone, one, 5.8 inches in length, double-pointed, and 
very neatly made. 

Little Tukkky Hill, Inhependence Countv. 

Little Tnrkey Hill, as this mound is locally known, is on property belonging to 
the Barnett Land Company, who also are the owners of the Perkins' Field mound. 

Little Turkey Hill is most conveniently reached by going up Strawberry river 
about one mile to a log landing and then proceeding inland another mile approxi- 
mately in a westerly direction, through the woods. 

The '' Hill," in woods said to be subject to overflow, irregularly circular in out- 
line, is of dark loam and is of the same character as is the mound near Perkins' 
Field. The diameter of Little Turkey Hill is 120 feet ; its height, a little more 
than 3 feet. A hole about 7 feet by IS feet, about in the center of the mound, had 
been made previous to our visit. 

Fifteen trial-holes, some of which were greatly enlarged in the form of trenches 
extending along the base of the mound, came upon eighteen burials from a few 
inches to a trifle more than 3 feet in depth. These burials lay some closely flexed, 
some partly flexed, on the right side and on the left side. There were several 
aborio'inal disturbances of skeletons. 

o 

No bones were in a condition to save. 

Superficially few, if anj^, fragments of pottery were seen, and, while digging, 
almost none were encountered. Several very roughly made arrowheads or knives 
lay in the soil, apart from burials. 

With a burial, at the riarht elbow, were a rude flint knife and three fra^-ments 
of flint, and the inverted carapace of a tortoise ; and these were the only artifacts 
found with burials, with the exception of those in a grave-pit about to be described. 

In this pit, near together, were five skeletons of adults. One lay about 30 
inches down (the measurement being taken to the upper surface of the skeleton as 
it lay), while the other four were 38 inches down, in clay beneath the mound proper. 
All these five burials had accompanjdng artifacts, a noteworthy fact in view of the 
paucity of such deposits in other parts of the mound. 

Burial No. 7, closely flexed on the right side, had, at the neck, a considerable 
number of discoidal beads of such diameter that it is apparent they must have been 
made from tlie axis of a marine shell. Moreover, their structure is of a density to 
indicate their origin from the columella of a large ocean shell rather than from a 
river shell, which, having less solidity of material, tends to disintegrate. 

With these discoidal beads, which are remarkabh' well preserved, were many 
other beads made bj- grinding down parts of small fresh-water shells [Anciilosa), a 
variety related to A. prrcrosa, which latter shells have not been reported hitherto 
west of the Mississippi. 
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With all these beads, ami no doiiljt used as central ornaments, were two barrel- 
shaped beads, one of claystone, one of red jasper, each about .8 inch in length. 

Burial No. 16,' closely Hexed on the left side, had many shell beads extending 
from the chin to the pelvis, most of them very badly decayed, as was the case with 
the shell beads found with tour of the five skeletons in this grave. 

With the ordinary beads along with Burial No. 16 was a considerable number 
of other beads, in a better state of preservation, made by suitably grinding a small 
river shell (Ncritiiia liucolata). 

Evidently as a central piece with the beads with Burial No. 16 was a curious 
tube of claystone, 2.0 inches in length and .7 inch in diameter, the diameter of the 
hole being .4 inch. At intervals over the outer surface of this bead were semi- 
perforations made with a pointed drill, as is indicated by the absence of cores and 
the presence of a deeper central part in each semi-perforation. That this bead at 
one time had been of greater length is shown by the presence at one end, of two 
remaining halves of these markings left by a drill. 

Burial No. 17, lying closely (lexed on the right side, had a number of shell 
beads with which were tw^o tubular beads of jasper, one red, the other yellow with 
a mingling of red, 1.2 inch and .8 in length I'espectively, both highly polished. 

Below tlte chin was a small driid-cing-cup wrought from a marine shell ; and 
with the concave side against the skull was a badly decayed shell drinking-cup 
bearing incised decoration of a rather rude character (Figs. 73, 71, see p. 357). 

k. drinking-cup of shell from Harrisburg, Ark.,^ with engraved exterior decora- 
tion, is shown in Plate XXIIl of the Second Annual Report of the Bureau of 
Ethnology. 

With the two remainmg burials in this grave were shell beads only, w^hich, as 
we have said, were badly afi'ected by decay. 

HaKTEK KnO[.L, IXDEI'ENDKNCE CoUNTY. 

The landing on Strawberry river, to which reference has been made, has two 
roads leading from it, one of which we followed to reach Little Turkey Hill. 

By going out the other road, which pursues a W. by N. course, about one mile 
through the woods, one comes to Harter Knoll, Avhich is immediately on the left 
side of the road. 

The Knoll, as it is called in the neighborhood, though it is of artificial origin, 
being of the same class of mounds as are tlie one near Perkins' Field, and Little 
Turkey Hill, is under the same ownership as are these two mounds. It is 3.5 
feet in height and 115 feet, approximately, across its circular base, and is made 
of rich, dark soil, scattered through which we found hammer-stones, a few bits of 
pottery, and other midden (lel:)ris. Thirteen very rude arrowpoints and knives 
were encountered also apart from human remains. 

' Burials are numbered in the order of tlieir di.scovery and not according to pioxiniitv. 
- AliDUt forty miles in a straight line from where our cup was found. 
■' William n. Holmes, "Art in Shell of the Ancient Americans." 
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Fig. 73. — Shell driiiking-cup with engraved decoration. With Burial Xo. 17. Little Turkey Hill. (Length 9.2 inches.) 




Fig. 74.^8hell c'U]). Decoration. i,Oiie-tliird size.) 



358 ANTIQUITIES OF THE ST. FRANCIS, WHITE, 

Thirteen trial-holes, some of which were enlarged, came upon twenty-one 
burials, all so badly decaj-ed that no bones could be saved. These Ijurials lav from 
near the surface to the verv base of the mound, and in form were similar to the 
others found in this region, namely, the tlexed burial. I^ikewise among the burials 
were several aboriginal disturbances, and also recent disturbances wdrere postholes 
for the supports of a house that formerly had been upon the mound, and where 
small holes, probably dug by the inhabitants of the house, had disarranged parts of 
burials. Into these holes, which subsequently had been tilled but wdiich were still 
clearly traceable in the mound, recent material had fallen, such as bits of iron, a 
fragment of sclass, and the like. 

If we exclude a rude arrowhead of flint found near the left elbow of a skeleton, 
which may have had an accidental proximity, artifacts were present with but three 
burials, as follows : 

Burial No. 7, a skeleton of an adolescent, lying closely flexed on the left side, 
had some beads of shell near the pelvis or perhaps associated with wrist bones which 
were near by. 

With Burial No. IS, an aborisrinal disturbance, was a banner-stone of altered 
igneous rock, 1.8 inches in length, in form resembling a prism, triangular with 
rounded corners. This banner-stone, when found, lay near the knee of the skeleton, 
though probably its position there may be accounted for by a disturbance which the 
skeleton had undergone. 

Burial No. 20, lying closely flexed on the right side, had shell beads near the 
pelvis and similar beads which apparently had gone around the neck and which 
included two tubular beads of claystone, each about 1.25 inch in length. 

Mounds near Tucker Bay, Lawrence County. 

Near a part of a former course of the river, known as Tucker Bay, and about 
one mile in a southwesterly direction from Clover Bend, in woods on property of 
Messrs. F. W. Tucker & Co., of Clover Bend, is a mound 5 feet in height and 47 
feet across the base. This mound, of clay, had been dug into to some extent previ- 
ous to our visit. Owing to the presence of trees and the need to keep the mound 
intact for the use of stock in times of high water, a central portion only, having a 
diameter of 25 feet, was removed and subsequently replaced. 

In the portion dug by us were found eighteen burials, of which no fewer than 
nine were of children, including infants. Thirteen burials lay closelj^ flexed, ei'dit 
on the right side and live on the left. One was partly flexed on the right side ; the 
form of burial of three was not determined owing to their decayed condition ; and 
one was a recent disturbance. 

The burials lay from near the surface to the base, one even being in a <'-rave 
extending 10 inches into the clay underlying the mound. Curiousl}- enoudi, while 
the bones of all other burials found ly us in this mound were so decayed that their 
preservation was out of the question, the bones of this skeleton (Burial No. 12) were 
in fairly good condition, though the skull, unfortunately, was crushed. 
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Six vessels of earthenware came from this mound. 

One from near the suriace a})parently was not associated with human remains. 
Its body, hemispherical, is surmounted by a short, slightly everted neck. The Avare 
is inferior and no decoration is present. 

Another vessel, or large part of a vessel, had been decorated with deep, par- 
allel, encircling lines; two loop-handles were on opposite sides below the rim. 

With a burial were fragments of an undecorated vessel of poor ware, ha\'ing 
loop-handles ; and with another burial, which had a few shell beads at the neck, 
were two vessels near the skull. One of these, undecorated, was in many small, 
disintegrating fragments. The other, badly broken and of soft, inferior ware, had 
been a bottle with the head of an owl forming the neck. The modeling is rude ; 
the horns (_)f the bird are missing through breakage. There are traces of red paint 
in places on the vessel. 

Another burial had fragments of an undecorated pot, lying near the skull. 

Burial No. 2, closely flexed on the left side, had, Ijack of the spine, a mass of 
calcite wrought in the form of a cone 4.5 inches in length. 

Not in connection with burials, though possibly at one time they may have 
been so, were a rude arrowhead of white tlint, a "celt" of medium size, and a gouge 
6 inches in length. The two latter objects were presented by us to the owners of 
the mound. 

Two small, tlat mounds in the neighborhood of the one just described were dug 
into by us without success. 

Mounds n]-;ar Clovp:!: Bexd, Lawr?:nck County. 

About three-(|uarters of a mile in a southerly direction from Clover Bend, in 
woods, but immediately on the border of a cultivated field, is a mound about 7 feet 
in height and 60 feet in diameter, on property of Messrs. F. W. Tucker & Co., 
whose mounds near Tucker Bay have just been descriljed. 

This mound had been dug into extensively prior to our coming. No bones or 
fragments of pottery were to Ije seen in the material thrown out from previous ex- 
cavations or in the holes. 

When nine trial-holes had been sunk by us to depths between 3 and 5 feet 
without encountering bone or artifact, further search was deemed unnecessary. 

Three other small, tlat mounds in the neighborhood yielded nothing to indicate 
other than a domiciliary use. 

Mounds near Lauratown, La-\vrexce County. 

In a field of the Lauratown Farm, which belongs to Mrs. John K. Gibson, of 
Black Rock, Ark., about 200 yards from the river, are six mounds extending about 
one-half mile in a straight line in a southerly direction from Lauratown Landing. 

These mounds, ranging in height from 2 to 10 feet, have been greatly spread 
by long-continued cultivation. No fragment of human bone or of pottery was 
apparent on their surfaces. 
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All were dug into by us to a consideraljle extent. In one was a skull in decay- 
ing fragments, near the surface, and in another part of the mound was an un- 
decorated bottle of shell-tempered ware (as was all the ware found by us on the 
Lauratown Farm), having a stone pitted on each side over the opening where a 
neck formerly had been. 

In another of these mounds were fragments of a skull associated with a pot 
and a bottle, both undecorated, each having parts missing. 

About oneHjuarter mile in a southerly direction from this series of mounds is 
another, 3 feet in height and 50 feet in diameter, also greatly extended by cultiva- 
tion. On its surface were numerous bits of pottery, and we were informed that 
vessels had been taken from this mound. If such is the case, the mound presum- 
ably had been a domiciliary one with superficial burials, all of which were removed 
by former diggers or else by cultivation, for all that rewarded our search, which 
was a thorough one, were fragments of an undecorated vessel with loop-handles. 

The southernmost field of the farm, which adjoins the field in which is the 
mound last described, is thicklj' strewn witli midden deliris, including great quanti- 
ties of pottery in small fragments, none of which, however, bears decoration of any 
interest, with the exception of several bits colored bright red. 

From the surface of this field was gathered a considerable collection of arrow- 
heads and small chisels, some neatly made. There was also picked up an ear-plug of 
pottery of a well-known form, namely, that of a pin with thick body and large head. 

In the southern part of the field, where debris lay thickest, nine trial-holes 
were put down without result in a slight rise of the ground which it was hoped 
might prove to be a cemetery. 

Forty trial-holes, some of which wei'c considerably enlarged, were sunk in the 
extreme southwestern corner of this field, and came upon four burials which were, 
with one exception, so widely apart, and were accompanied by artifacts of so little 
interest, that the digging was discontinued. 

In a pit, about 2 feet down, lay a skeleton at full length on the back, whose 
lower extremities had displaced the upper part of a skeleton also originally ex- 
tended. With this latter burial was a rude, asymmetrical, wide-mouthed water- 
bottle without decoration, and 2 feet from it a bottle which had been turned on its 
side at the time of the disarrangement of the burial to which it belonged. This 
bottle, undecorated, with a long and slightly thiring neck, was carelessly made, 
being irregular in form as to both body and neck. On the right shoulder and chest of 
the disturbing burial was a rude bowl whose sole decoration was a series of notches 
placed obli(|uely around the rim. 

Another burial, an adult at full length on the back, was without artifact. 

The skelet(jn of a child, somewliat disarranged by a blow from a spade in the 
hands of one of our diggers, had at the skull a pot and a bowl, both small. The 
bowl bears traces of red pigment inside and out. Tlie pot has two loop-handles at 
opposite sides, and vertical, notched fillets opposed to each other, above one of which 
are two slight projections of the rim, while the other has but a single one. 
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All vessels from this place seemingly were the work of potters without artistic 
ambition and lacking in care or skill. 

Mound near Cornpen Landing, Lawrence County. 

This mound, about one mile in an ESE. direction from Cornpen Landing, the 
property of Mr. Clay Sloan, of Black Rock, Ark., shows no traces of the plow. Its 
height is 5 feet 3 inches; its diameter, 45 feet. The sides are comparatively steep, 
giving the mound the aj^pearance of a cone truncated near the base. In the sum- 
mit-plateau are two comparatively recent graves. 

Nine trial-holes, extending to the base of the mound, were without result, save 
in one instance. Eighteen inches from the surface, below the central part of the 
summit-plateau, was an ornament of sheet-copper, 4.3 inches by 3.8 inches, having 
a central concavo-convex boss surrounded by a circle of depressions, which had 
been placed upon a human skull lying face upward, and had preserved parts of the 
upper and lower jaws with their teeth, which were stained bright green. No trace 
of the remainder of the skull was evident, and presumably all other parts of the 
burial, which probabh' had been that of a child, judging from the teeth, had disap- 
peared through decay. 

The trial-holes in this mound covered it fairl}' well, and presumably no other 
burials were in it, though it is impossible to say if originalh^ there had been but a 
sino'le central burial, or if a number of other burials had been in the mound, all of 
which had gone without leaving a trace of bone behind, though in this latter event 
one might have expected to find some artifact. 

In three places in the field in which the mound Avas, where the soil seemed 
dark and debris of aboriginal occupancy lay upon the surface to a limited extent, 
unsuccessful digging was done by us. 

Mounds on the Uppek IIovey Place, Randolph County. 

In woods, on the banks of a "lake," or former course of the river, about one- 
quarter mile northeasterly from the landing on the Upper Hovey Place, the property 
of Mr. G. H. Hovey, of Pocahontas, Ark., are two small mounds, the larger less 
than 4 feet in height and about 40 feet in diameter. In this mound, almost entirely 
dug out previous to our visit, were sunk by us a number of triakholes in places left 
by former digging. No results were obtained except to fuid several small fragments 
of human bones in material thrown out from earlier holes. 

The smaller mound was investigated hx us without success. 



o 



Cemetery neah Mitchell's Log-camp Landing. Randolph County. 
About 1.5 mile in a northerly direction through the woods from Mitchell's 
Log-camp Landing, is the house of Mr. William Anderson. In an enclosure adjoin- 
in"- his house, used for the cultivation of Jiowers and vesi'etables, bones had been 
brought to light in the course of cultivation. Some digging had been done by 
members of the family. 

46 JOUEN. A. N. S. PHILA,, VOL. XIV. 
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Many trial-holes sunk by us yielded two skeletons of adults, both closely 
Hexed, one on the rio-ht side, the other on the left. There were found also dis- 
turbed bones belonging' to the skeleton of an adult and to one of a child. 

At this point, owing to ill success and on the assurance of our agent, who as 
we have said, had searched the territor}- for us in advance, that the region to the 
northward was not more pr(.)niising than that we had been over, we abandoned 
further search on Black river. 
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nature of, 25S. 
Pilsbry. Dr. fl. A., 23r). 
Pin of bone, 273, 284. 
Pi|ies, monolithic, of Monitor t>'i)e, 

344. 34''- 
Pi])e of earthenware, of interesting 

form. 343. 
Pi]ies of earthenware. 263, 267, 26c), 

274, 278, 282, 308, 311, 312, 320, 

?,2(\ 327, 331, 332. 343. 
Pipes, stone, 344, 346, 330, 354. 
Pipes nsuallv found apart from 

Ijurials, 278. 
Pipes with ])rojecting supports, 

■274. ^78. 31 1 ■ M^- 
Potter Place, 332. 
Potterw arrangement of, on Plack 

river, 353. 
Potterw arrangement of, on St, 

I'4"ancis river, 262. 267, 268, 2/^, 

274, 27s, -'80. 323. 327. 331, 332. 
Pottery, comparative absence of, 

on \\'hite river, ^y). 
l'otter\- disks, 2(18, 2/f), 2/[), 282, 

284, 283, 308, 312, 320, 327, 331, 

35^' 334- _ 
Potterw inferiorit\' of. on Llack 

river, 3^). 333, 3(.o, 7,f>\. 
Potter)-, interesting specimens 

from .St. Francis region, in Pea- 

liod\' Museum. 333. 'i,7,C\ 337. 
Potterw wliere found in res])ect to 

the skeleton, on Flack river, 333. 
Pottery, "where found in respect 

to the skeleton, on St. P'rancis 

ri\-er. 261. 281;, 303. 307, 308, 314, 

323' 3^7- 331- 33-- 

Putnam, Prof. V . \\ ., 236, 31,3. 

Rattles in modeled heads on ves- 
sels, 21 j7, 301. ;^2><. 

Rattlesnake, diamond-back, ])ainted 
on bottle, 328. 

Ra)djon, (.'apt. J. S., 233, 23ri. 

Remains (.if lower animals, identi- 
fied b_\- Professor Lucas, 2(\2. 

Restoration of potter_\-, cmr metliod 
of, 2l'll. 

Evose Mound, 27(1. 

Serjjcnt, crested, conventionalized 
deC'/iration based on the, 203. 



Shell drinking-cup. 284, 33''). 
Shell .gorgets, 28('>, 31 1 320. 321. 322. 
Shell-temjjered. St. iM'ancis ware is, 

260. 
Sites im-estigated on St. l-'rancis 

ri^•er. 2(^2. 
Sites investigated on White and 

I Hack rivers, 340. 
Sites on St. P'rancis ri\-er believed 

to be prehistoric, 238. 
Sites on St. l-'rancis river, nature 

of. 238. 277. 
Skeletal remains to be described 

later. 23(3. 
Skull covered b>" fragments of pot- 

tei-y. 333. 
Skulls resting in bowls. 308. 330. 
S])ade of Hint, 331. 
Spearhead of copper. cereuK.niia!, 

283. 
.Spoons carved from mussel-shells, 
^ 2G2. 273. 273, 27CK 283. 283, 7,27. 
St. P'rancis river, 238. 
Stott Place, 333. 
Sun symbols on pottery, 2<')7. 
Swastika, designs based on the, 

28(), 204. -207. 30 ■■ 303- 314- 3-4. 

3-7. 331- 
Tavlor's liayou, moinids near, 341J. 
Teague mound, 331. 
"Teafjot" \'essels, 2(13, 301. 
"Teaijot" \'essel, animal form. 30T. 
"Teapot" \-essel. unusual ^'ariety 

of, 301. 
I'crritor)- investigated, 233, 236. 
Thruston, (leii. Ciates I-""., 2(')i'), 308. 
d'cigo, mound near, 303. 
7 nskclc. design based on the, 327. 
Tube of cla}'sti.ine. 33(>. 
Tubes of bone, 281 . 
1 ucker Pa\-, mounds near, 338. 
burkc}- Island, moun(ls al.io\'e, ^18. 
Turnliow Place, 324. 
rurtle. shell ornament in form (.if, 

curioiisl)- jierforatcd, 311. 
I |:)i)er il<ive_\- Place, ni(.nmd 011,301 . 
I'rn-burial on the St. Francis, (3ne 

instance of, 23(1, ^23. 
X'anatta, P',. Ci., 23r,. 
\ essels representing the human 

head. 2()3, 2')7. 
\ iiiceiit Place, mound on, 330. 
\\ aiiiic Place, mounds (in, ^30 
Wardle, 11. X., 236. 
Wdiite and lilack rivers, 33(). 
Wdiitehall Place, cemeteries on, 264. 
Wilkiuglil))-, Charles C, 236, 2()i, 

-""^F 333- 
\\(irk, e.xtent oi season's, 233. 236. 



